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Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is 

accurate, the Publishers accept no responsibility for any errors 

or omissions. All content must be attributable to an author: non- 

attributable material will not be published. The Deputy Clerk is 

the editor and they can be contacted by email at 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

The next edition will be produced in October 2020. 

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in 

people’s minds. 

Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside, 

£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00. There’s a 10% 

discount for repeat advertisers. 

Send your copy electronically to: 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Payment is required either by cheque made payable to Hartwell 

Parish Council and sent to the Deputy Parish Clerk or by direct 

transfer into the Parish Council bank account. Payment must be 

received before the final copy deadline. 
 

 

mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk.
mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about the 

presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it. In particular, if 

there are issues that you feel have been missed out, we’d like to 

know about them so they can be included in the future. You might 

even be invited to write a piece or provide a short snippet to fill a 

chatterbox. Any comments can be addressed to the Editor at 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk or to the 

 Chairman of the Parish Council, George Jones, at 

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  

mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Hartwell Parish Council 

Parish Clerk: Lynn Lavender 

10 Thrupp Bridge, Wootton, NN4 6AR 

Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Council is: 
Cllr George Jones (Chair) 01604 864100 
Cllr David Heron 01604 863622 
Cllr Hester Gallen 07896 640958 
Cllr John Budden 01604 862015 
Cllr Derek Hawley 01604 862533 
Cllr Brian  Burrows 07840 759495 
Cllr Deborah Barker 
Cllr Anne Halliwell  
Cllr Val Foster  
Cllr Viv Boyce  

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 
07732326772 
 

  
The Council meets on the second Thursday  of each month except 

for August when no meeting is held. Further details can be found 

on the Parish Council website- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

Meetings are held in the Lounge at Hartwell Community Centre, 

School Lane and start at 7.00 pm. 

 

All meetings are open to the public and include a public 

participation session. Contact the Parish Clerk for further 

information – clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

The agenda and minutes for each meeting are posted on the 

village noticeboards and on the Parish Council website. 

mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Editorial 

 
George Jones, Chairman of the Parish Council, writes: 
  
 Welcome to the Spring 2020 edition of HARTBEAT which include 
the things that have been happening since the Autumn 2019 
edition. 
  
I am very pleased to welcome to the Parish Council the following 
new Councillors: 
  
            Councillor Viv Boyce and Councillor Val Foster. 
 
Both of whom were co-opted onto the Parish Council and their 
arrival has strengthened the council, to be in a strong position 
moving forward through 2020. 
 
An update regarding the street lighting in the village, I am very 
pleased to report that all the lamp posts are in the process of 
having the old numbers replaced with new ones, which are black 
numbers on yellow back grounds, work has started in Gross’s 
Grange, 
and in Stone Way, and over the next few weeks they should be 
completed, therefore making it easier to identify any lamp that’s 
not working in the future. 
If there are any issues regarding street lighting, please report these 
to me giving the lamp number or location of the lamp, i.e. Forest 
Road etc, so that I can report the issues directly to the lighting 
contractor.  You can contact me on 01604 864100.  A new 
streetlamp has been installed in Forest Road, as the old wooden 
post had become very unsafe. 
 
There is an ongoing issue with the excess water that’s running 
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along edge of Ashton Road, from the corner of Lower End to the 
entrance to Oak Leaf Care Home and past it.  This has been a 
problem for some time, as the Parish Council’s Highway 
representative I am working with the Highways Authority to get the 
issue resolved.  
 
Hartwell is very lucky to have an action-packed summer with many 
of the local groups organising events and activities.  All the local 
groups are volunteer run and put a great deal of effort in to 
organising events for the community.  I am sure the groups would 
appreciate any additional help.  As the saying goes many hands 
make light work. They would love to see new people to come on 
board and help, so if you can spare any free time it would 
appreciated by everyone. 
 

Cllr George Jones  
Chairman for Hartwell Parish Council. 
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Our District Councillor, John Budden, writes: 

 
 
It was good to see the number of Hartwell residents who attended 
our recent Village Planning Meeting to discuss our residents’ 
thoughts on the proposal to build 55 houses between the 
allotments and Oak Leaf Care Home on Ashton Road. 
Many comments were made about the sustainability of our village 
and who pays for the upgrade of the infrastructure required to 
cope with 55 new families.  Can the school cope or the Doctors 
Surgery at Roade or Hanslope cope with the extra 55 families? 
The vast majority of residents were against the Development. Some 
spoke of the need for Social/Affordable Housing but to date no-one 
has carried out a survey to ascertain if we have a need for Social or 
Affordable Homes.  (With the exception of the Village Survey in 
2012). 
A recent Planning Application in Hackleton for 21 Affordable 
Houses had a problem.  A Village Survey showed a need for 4 
Sociable Homes only, resulting in 17 dwellings being occupied by 
people from Northampton/Wellingborough not village people and 
using a car to get to work in other parts of the County – because 
there are no jobs in Hackleton. 
All new Housing Developments come with a cost, who cuts the 
grass verges on the new Estate, who pays for Street Lights, who 
pays to empty the bins?  You all do via your Council Tax. 
The vast majority of Infrastructure Renewal is paid for by both the 
Developer and the Land Owner.  Today this is called “S106” money 
and is negotiated between the Planning Authority and the 
Developers/Owners.  S106 will continue for larger housing projects 
but on small developments this will be replaced by C.I.L. - 
Community Infrastructure Levy - which  is a fixed amount per 
square metre of the houses to be built. 
As I am on the S.N.C. Planning Committee I have taken note of our 
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Residents comments but my personal decision will be taken on the 
day of the Meeting. 
 
FOOT NOTE ON SALCEY FOREST 
Are you all aware that you can walk from the Village and reach the 
Forest Café without walking on the road?  The Footpath around 
Laings Old Yard has been upgraded and is now reasonable to walk 
on without getting covered in mud.  This is an improvement but the 
Forestry People still call it a Bridle Path because it is for horses not 
people!! 
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ARTICLE FOR “HARTBEAT” – MARCH 2020 –  
FROM NCC CLLR. MICHAEL CLARKE 

 
Much of the work at the County Council has been devoted to 
planning the way it will merge its many functions into the new 
Unitary Councils of West and North Northamptonshire. The new 
West Northants Council, which will be responsible for delivering all 
the services currently provided by the County Council and South 
Northants Council, is due to go “live” in early May 2021. A lot of 
organisational changes are having to be made to ensure that the 
new Council is fully prepared to perform its new roles in just over 
one year. 
The election of three new Councillors to serve the residents of 
Hartwell and nine other neighbouring Parishes was due to take 
place in May 2020. However, the arrival of the Corona virus has 
resulted in all elections, scheduled for May7th 2020, being put back 
one year to 2021. The impact of the decision on the setting up of 
the Councils is still being assessed. 
Some better news on the NCC finances: after the trials and 
tribulations of the last two years, the Council is set to deliver its 
second consecutive balanced budget. There is a new culture within 
the spending directories. The overspends and raiding of reserves, 
which featured all too often in the past, have been replaced with a 
more disciplined, business like approach of the Council being run 
more efficiently and Directors only spending what they have in 
their budgets.  
The 2020/21 NCC Budget will be the last one before the new West 
Northants Council takes over. A net budget of £447m represents a 
3% increase over last year. The overall Council Tax bill (including 
the County, District, Parish, Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner 
components) is set to increase between 3.5-4%, depending on the 
local precepts. A key part of the increase relates to increasing the 
expenditure on Adult Social Care, where demand continues to rise. 
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This has been much in the national news and local authorities await 
an announcement from central Government over the way Adult 
Social Care should in future be funded. 
The improvement in the Council’s underlying financial position has 
enabled it to purchase two state of the art machines for repairing 
potholes. Some might say long overdue. I am conscious of the 
importance of improving the quality of Highways work on potholes. 
And dealing with more of them. Although the budget is small 
compared with Adults and Children’s services, it remains perhaps 
the most important service the County Council provides to our rural 
parishes. 
 
Cllr.Michael Clarke  (NCC Hackleton & Grange Park division) 
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Hartwell 

Village Watch 
 

 
Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to 
make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work. 
The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and 
their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local 
environment.  

Sharing Village Watch Information  
Our Village Watch Co-ordinator  is Judy Webster   

who can be contacted as follows:- 
Telephone: 01604 862809  

Mobile: 07801 345232 
email : heyjudew@live.co.uk 

 

We post some relevant updates on Facebook via Hartwell Village 
Community Group.  
Village Watch also forwards local crime reports to the Hartwell 
Parish Council website:- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
If you would like to receive neighbourhood alert emails directly, 
you can register your details at 
 https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join 
 
 Messages from the Police about Social media and Tool thefts 

 

Have you noticed suspicious activity in your area recently and 
reverted to social media to inform your neighbours? As helpful as 
social media can be for information, it is not monitored by the 
Police therefore if you do not report it to us also, we will not be 
aware of what is happening in your area. 

mailto:heyjudew@live.co.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join
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If you see suspicious vehicles or activity in your area, please 
report it to 101 or use our very quick online reporting form: 
https://www.northants.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-
report-a-crime/ 
  
If you would prefer to report this anonymously, please use: 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 
  
If there is a crime in progress, a person in danger or you believe a 
vehicle to be using false plates, please call us on 999. 
  
You can easily check if a vehicle has tax and matches the 
description of the registration plate by using the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-tax 
  
In order to help us, please provide as much information as 
possible, including a registration number, vehicle/person 
description, time and date seen and a direction in which they 
have gone. If you are able to take a photo safely without being 
seen, this would also help your local officers 

  
  
  

 

Tool Theft Prevention Techniques 
 
Those of you who receive alerts on a regular basis will have seen 
we have had a number of tool thefts recently from vans. With 
many of our South Northamptonshire villages and towns being 
targetted it makes it difficult to focus our patrols on one specific 
area. 
 

https://www.northants.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.northants.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-tax
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We have recently been made aware of an application that has 
been developed that has been endorsed by "Secured by Design", 
the application is called www.toolwatchapp.com.  

• A police affiliated, user-friendly web app designed to tackle the 
tool theft epidemic affecting tradesmen & businesses across the 
UK. 

• The Tool Watch App database connects tool owners to local police 
forces. By registering your tool serial numbers within our app 
we’re able to support you with recovering your tools if a theft 
occurs. 

• In the event of a tool theft, simply mark your tools as stolen within 
the Tool Watch App and report your stolen tools to your local 
police force. Should the police recover your tools they can input 
the serial numbers within the Tool Watch App and return your 
tools to you. 
deally prevention is better than cure, storing tools sensibly, taking 
them in overnight, or even parking for prevention (rear doors 
towards a strong sturdy wall) are all great tips. More ideas can be 
found at: 
 
https://www.simplybusiness.co.uk/knowledge/articles/2017/06/8
-step-guide-to-recovering-stolen-tools/ 

  

Village Watch- Together we can make a difference 
 

http://www.toolwatchapp.com/
https://www.simplybusiness.co.uk/knowledge/articles/2017/06/8-step-guide-to-recovering-stolen-tools/
https://www.simplybusiness.co.uk/knowledge/articles/2017/06/8-step-guide-to-recovering-stolen-tools/
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St John the Baptist Church is part of the Salcey Benefice, the other 
churches being at Ashton,  Courteenhall and Roade  
 
Service patterns for a month are as follows: 
1st Sunday  Morning Praise  10:30am  
 Pizza, Praise & Puppets  4:30pm 
2nd Sunday Family Service  10:30am 
3rd Sunday Parish Communion  9:15am 
 Pop Up Praise  4:30pm 
4th Sunday  Communion Praise  10:30am  
5th Sunday  This will be a Benefice Service at one of the 4 

parish churches in the benefice  
  

Full details of our services can be found on our notice board, in 
SHARE or on the web site 
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/ 
If you are not a subscriber, new subscriptions to SHARE can be 
obtained from Alvin Barby, 2 Hartwell Road, Roade, (863470). 
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) would like to thank the Parish 
Council for their continuing support in grants for the upkeep of the 
churchyard. These are used for mowing the grass and hopefully in 
the future for keeping the hedge under control too. 
We have a new notice board in the church yard thanks to the 
generosity of Dave Edwards who not only made and erected it but 
donated it as well. Thank you very much Dave. 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/
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Following on from the notice given in Hartbeat and the churchyard, 
all Christmas wreaths and artificial flowers were removed from 
graves in March. This will continue to be done regularly so please 
do not use artificial flowers or other objects that are not allowed so 
that we are in line with official regulations. Christmas and 
Remembrance wreaths can be artificial and are allowed to remain 
for a period of two months. You are allowed to plant bulbs or other 
flowers directly into the soil on a grave but not shrubs. These will 
be removed if planted.  If you would like to see the full Churchyard 
Regulations from the Diocese of Peterborough please contact the 
Secretary Susan Cross. 
 
The Christmas Fayre and Barber Shop concert were a great success. 
Thank you to all who supported us and if you didn’t make it in 2019 
perhaps, we will see you in 2020. The harvest service saw the 
church full of food which was taken to the Hope Centre in 
Northampton and the local food bank in Towcester, both of which 
were grateful for our donations. A special Toy Service was held just 
before Christmas which was very well supported, and a great many 
new and second-hand toys were donated. These were taken by 
Peter Angus, who is a regular Lay Reader at our church, to the 
church he is involved with in a deprived area of Northampton. We 
are going to hold a Toy Service this year just before Christmas and 
would welcome you and any donations of toys with grateful thanks.  
 
The Archway Trust continues its work with families in our Benefice 
with Sue Clutterham at the helm ably supported by a dedicated 
committee. Toys, Tea and Toast on Monday mornings 8:30am to 
10am in the village school continues to be well attended and 
welcomes babies and toddlers with their adults for fun, play and 
chat.  From Hartwell, Ian and Fi Messenger continue to work hard 
to make the services of Pizza, Praise and Puppets and Pop Up Praise 
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full of fun and surprises with children firmly at the centre of all that 
happens. These services are aimed at families and if you haven’t 
been to one do give it go. As they say, if you don’t try you’ll never 
know! As with all our services a warm welcome awaits you. 
 
The wheels of bureaucracy are turning very slowly and we are not 
much further forward with the pew removal but we stay optimistic. 
 
The Parish Giving Scheme whereby donations can be made 
monthly, quarterly or annually, and any tax can be reclaimed and 
returned to the church is now functional and if you would like to 
donate in this way please contact the Churchwarden, Denise Brack.  
 
Rev Mike Burton has now retired and so for the moment we are 
without a vicar. We hope that someone will soon be appointed but 
in the meantime should you require any information or help with 
church matters please contact the Churchwarden or Secretary. 
 
The Art Trail brought 300 plus people to the church and generated 
much needed funds. The refreshments, thanks to our generous 
cake makers, were delicious and the church was much admired. 
There will be an exhibition this year from October 3rd to the 11th. 
You would be most welcome to come and have a look round and 
perhaps try the cake! 
 
Can you help? 
The Heritage weekend this year will be on September 12th and 13th 
and we are having an exhibition of “headwear”. This includes 
anything that can be worn on the head. It can be any size baby to 
adult and any shape, form or colour! If you have anything that fits 
the description and would loan it for a week or so please contact 
Susan Cross on 863653 or at susancross10@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:susancross10@btinternet.com
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September 12th is also the date of the Annual Sponsored Ride & 
Stride. This is organised by the Northamptonshire Historic Churches 
Trust and is an excellent way of raising money for our church and 
the Trust. Anyone interested in taking part should contact Denise 
Brack on 862531 or at denise_brack@yahoo.co.uk.  
 
 
Future Dates in 2020 
Coffee Morning on Thursdays between 10am and 11:30am in 
church  
27th June Summer Fete 2.00pm till 4.00pm in church 
18th July Strawberry Teas 2:30pm to 5pm in church 

 
 

mailto:denise_brack@yahoo.co.uk
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Health Walks in Hartwell continue to provide opportunities 
for people to take free, easy and beneficial exercise. You 
don't need any specialist equipment; just dress sensibly for 
the weather and wear appropriate footwear. There's no 
need to book; just turn up on the day! Over the next few 
months, walks are taking place on the following dates: 

 
4th April 25th April  2nd May  

23rd May  6th June 27th June  

4th July  25th July  1st August  

22nd August  5th September  26th September  

3rd October  
24th October  

 
 

All these walks are held on the 1st and 4th Saturdays of 
each month and set off from the Hartwell Club in Forest 
Road at 11.00 am.  The walks are between 3 and 4 miles 
and go outside of the village.  The walks last about 90 
minutes. After the walk, refreshments are provided at the 
Church. 

 

Make a note in your diary now! 

For more details, contact 
George Jones on 864100 
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We have had a lovely Spring Term at Pre – School. Our themes have 
been focussed on the Seasons and Occupations. We’ve enjoyed 
dressing up, role play, talks from visitors about their jobs and lots of 
lovely craft and cooking activities. We especially enjoyed making 
delicious pancakes. 
 
We have been out and about on our Mini Explorers sessions and 
have focussed on road safety when on our walks in the village. We 
have also identified many different occupations we could find in 
the village. 
 
The Committee have had a very busy and successful term 
fundraising so far including our recent ‘Fashion Show and Shopping 
event’ and our well loved annual Easter Egg Hunt. 
 
We are now starting to compile our sessions for the 2020-2021 
academic year. If you are interested in registering your little one 
with us at Pre School please do get in touch with Keira Cox at 
hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk for a registration form or call Elaine 
Andrews, Pre School Manager on 07522 924733 if you would like to 
arrange a visit.  
 
We are getting our older children prepared for ‘Big School’ in the 
summer term. We will be visiting Hartwell Primary School to eat 
our packed lunches, have a visit to Class R and to go to the Library. 
We are also working with the school to deliver a basic knowledge of 
the Read, Write, Ink phonics they deliver from Class R. The children 
have been ‘lining up’ at the end of a Monday session like they 

mailto:hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk
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would at School. They will be getting changed and taking part in PE 
sessions after the Easter holidays too.  
 
We are very excited to announce the return of our Graduation 
Ceremony this year for our School leavers. The children will be able 
to wear the special graduation gowns and caps and will receive 
their certificates on the stage with their families celebrating their 
achievements. We are all very excited to be a part of this special 
ceremony for the children.  
 
Our new Early Birds morning / breakfast club has gone from 
strength to strength and has been vey well received by our families 
at Pre School. The morning club starts at 8:45am until 9:15 when 
Pre School opens for the morning session.  
 
Pre School and the Committee would like to extend their thanks for 
Oakleaf’s continued and valued support.  
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Hartwell Primary School 
 

A Church of England Academy 

 

News from Hartwell Primary School 
 

We are now halfway through the school year so writing this article 
is a great opportunity to reflect upon all the great thinks that have 
happened so far… 
 
 

 
 
 

Celebrating World Book Day, 5th March 2020 
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Children and staff continue to work hard at our school, making 
Hartwell Primary School a great place to learn. The cornerstone of 
our curriculum is reading as we know the world is a wider place 
when you are an avid reader! Our ambition for all our children is 
that they develop a lifelong love of reading. We do this with a 
broad and varied diet of books and texts; we ensure that our early 
readers secure their sounds and ‘tricky’ words, and their reading 
books are closely matched to the phonic stage; our older readers 
love the reading system we use: ‘Accelerated Reader’. It challenges 
children to be frequent and fluent readers whilst developing 
children’s comprehension through the quizzes children access 
online. 
Music remains a passion and a strength. A large proportion children 
have additional music lessons with specialist music teachers; we 
have been pleased to be able to add piano and keyboard lessons to 
our offer this year. We also run two choirs in the school. Miss Bland 
led the Senior Choir in January at the ‘Young Voices’ Concert at the 
Resort World Arena. The children had a great time being part of a 
choir of thousands.  
Over the past few years we have seen our sport provision grow and 
grow. Sport in our school spans many aspects: health and wellbeing 
for all, inclusivity and diversity in sport, leadership and participating 
competition. Our Christian School Values are always our guiding 
principles in all we do; when the children participate in sporting 
tournaments our values our clear to see. Our children always 
demonstrate great sportsmanship and impeccable behaviour. This 
was formally recognised at a recent football tournament where our 
team were awarded ‘Spirit of the Games Champions’ as the team 
stood out for their teamwork and integrity. We are happy to say 
that our children’s good level of fitness and skill coupled with 
positive behaviour and attitudes we have placed either first or 
second in the majority of tournaments that we have competed in 
this year.  
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Daily Collective Worship supports our ethos, vision and values. We 
enhance this with a close relationship with our church and some of 
the church community. We particularly value working closely with 
the Archway Trust and holding our termly Prayer Spaces at church. 
It is wonderful that our children have the opportunity to reflect 
upon key values whilst in such a special place as our church. 
There is so much more that I could share with you! Our Twitter 
page is a great place to find out what it’s like to be a pupil at 
Hartwell Primary School: https://twitter.com/hartwell_pri?lang=en 
 
Mrs Jamie Pardon 
Headteacher 
 

https://twitter.com/hartwell_pri?lang=en
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General services and utilities 
 

Anglian Water 0800 771881 

Emergency health advice 111 

Power cut - any supplier 105 

Mailing list preference service 08457 034599 

National Gas 0800 111999 

Police 101 

Royal Mail 08457 740740 

Trading standards 707900 

Education  

Hartwell Church of England Primary School  

Headteacher: Jamie Pardon 862880 

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce 862880 

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus 862125 

Willison Centre 864581 

Hartwell Pre-school group: Kiera Cox hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk  

              Government 
 

MP: Andrea Leadsom 01327 353124 

County Councillor: Michael Clarke 890832 

District Councillor: John Budden 862015 

Northants County Council offices 0300 126 1000 

South Northants Council offices 01327 322322 

  

mailto:hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk
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Village amenities 

 

area code is 01604 

except where 

otherwise given 

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley 862533 

Community Centre Hall: 

Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 

 

Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Club 862497 

Hartwell PO and Store 862205 

Hartwell Village Watch: Judy Webster 862809 

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Janet Fallows 863413 

Rose & Crown public house 862393 

St John the Baptist Church  

Vicar in Vacancy  

Churchwarden: Denise Brack 862531 

Secretary: Susan Cross 863653 

Village groups  

Hart & Soul Community Choir: Jane Austin 07811 939566 

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: Sarah Sheard 859116 

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle 863329 

Hartwell Youth Club: Jenny Evans 624611 

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths 862708 

Women’s Institute: Claire Griffiths 862708 

 

 
 

mailto:Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk
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Hartwell Youth Club for Young People aged 10 -13 years 

Open every Monday during term time. 
Hartwell Community Centre 

4.30 – 6 pm 
This is an activity based youth project aimed at promoting and 

developing social, emotional and physical well-being. Delivered by 
optional structured activities ranging from creative projects, sport 
and cookery with youth work contact. Providing support to young 

people during their transition from lower to upper school.  The 
youth club aims to provide a safe and supported environment for 

young people to meet and relax with their friends. Also to 
encourage peer support and allow for additional 1-1 support, 

advice and guidance from youth work staff. 
This term we have enjoyed lots of sports based activities, including 

obstacle courses, badminton, dance, dodgeball and cricket! We 
have also been working on a creative project, designing, drawing 

and painting our own canvases. 
We recently enjoyed a trip to the Saints for the day and ended the 

busy fun filled day watching a game! 
We are looking forward to a few weeks filled with lots of Easter 

related activities, including an Easter egg hunt! 
Next term we have lots planned including, baking, team games and 

more sports! 
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Hart and Soul Community Choir 
 
What a challenging time this is for everyone!  The coronavirus is 
impacting on all aspects of our lives, and to have even a few 
moments when it can be forgotten is a welcome relief.   
 
A Choir session offers that time when we concentrate so hard on 
learning our songs, that all else is put to one side for a little while.  
We have a wonderful choir leader in Anna Lusty, and she infects us 
all with her enthusiasm, joyfulness, and energy.  It is a weekly treat, 
and an antidote to any fears about viruses. 
 
Since Anna joined us in October our numbers have risen sharply, 
with new members from Hanslope, and others who have returned 
after taking a break.  Anna has also made us realise that 9.30 is 
definitely not too late to go to the pub after choir.  We don’t do it 
every week, but now and again it’s a great way to get to know each 
other better.  
 
Having now had some experience of choir leaders, it is interesting 
to study the different styles of directing the choir.  Anna manages 
to make learning songs an enjoyable and relaxed experience, yet at 
the same time she is honing our performance, almost without us 
realising it.  Our tenor section is sounding particularly lovely at the 
moment, and we are really blessed with our marvellous basses. 
 
Our Christmas concert seems a long time ago, but we still have 
warm memories of Anna’s first concert in the village.  I have to say 
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she received a very lovely Hartwellian welcome from our audience.  
We were so lucky to have Ian Riley from Roade, to accompany us 
superbly on the piano, and with some amazing acts drawn from the 
choir it was a fitting start to the Christmas festivities. 
 
Special thanks as always to the Community Centre committee, Nita, 
Sid, and staff for selling our tickets in Hartwell Stores, and of course 
Father Christmas (you know who you are). Thank you to all who 
supported us by attending the concert and helping us to raise 
£314.58 for Alzheimers Society.   
 
As I write this piece, choir is still continuing but sadly the 
Community Choirs festival, Stratford on Avon, that we were looking 
forward to in April has been cancelled because of the coronavirus.  
Despite this, we hope to carry out our plan to hold an end of term 
open evening in July, when we will perform the songs we have 
been practising since January.   
 
We are monitoring the situation daily and working to government 
guidance with regards to meeting for choir.  For the time being we 
are keeping calm and carrying on singing! 
 
Our thoughts go out to anyone who has been directly affected by 
the virus, or is worried about vulnerable family and friends, and I’m 
sure the choir would join me in sending you our very best wishes. 
 
Jane Austin 
Hart and Soul Community Choir   
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust  
(registered charity 800622)    

The Trust is proud to be able to provide just over 3 acres of land for 

the provision of rented allotments for the village residents. The land, 

divided between two sites, is situated at Folly Lane and Ashton Road 

and is managed by the trust, it is not council owned. Both allotment 

sites have access to running water are within easy walking distance 

to all.  Cultivating and maintaining an allotment can be hard work but 

it is still very popular and definitely has its rewards. We are pleased 

to have been able to offer plots to several new comers  on both sites 

this year and although there is at present a short waiting list, 

regardless of your experience we would be pleased to hear from any 

of you interested in obtaining a plot  The allotment community is very 

friendly and welcomes all new comers, so if you are interested in 

cultivating an extra bit of ground and would like to try your hand at 

growing some vegetables, fruit or flowers and would like to join us 

please contact us for further information 

Brian Burrows - secretary  Janet Fallows - chair 

tel: 07840 759495   tel: 07831 520097 
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Hartwell Tuesday Circle 

I hope that by the time you receive this spring edition of Hartbeat 
that the spring will have arrived and the awful last few months both 
weatherwise and viruswise will be a distant memory. With that in 
mind how about making some memories of your own by coming 
along to the Tuesday Circle on the first and third Tuesdays in the 
month at 2 o'clock in the Community Centre in School Lane. 

We don't bite and would welcome some new faces although we 
have had quite a few new members in the last year. We have varied 
entertainment and outings for which we charge a very modest fee. 
£10 for a year's subscription and then £2.50 for each meeting 
which helps towards the hire of the hall, speakers and 
refreshments. There are no steps to negotiate and plenty of parking 
if coming by car. If you have difficulty actually getting to the facility 
then you can ring me to see if something could be arranged. 

We have plenty of activities planned for this forthcoming year:  

7th April - AGM & Tax and Care matters 

21st April - Lunch out 

5th May - Northampton's First Police Force 

19th May - Northamptonshire's Pam Ayres (poetry and magic) 

2nd June - Afternoon Tea at Workbridge in Northampton 

16th June - Heroes and Heroines of WW1 

7th July - Wildlife of the Scottish Highlands and Islands 
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21st July - Birthday Party with musical entertainment 

No meetings in August 

1st Sept - History of Leonard Cheshire and the local service 

15th Sept - Northampton Ukulele Group 

I hope that has whetted your appetite and that we will see you 
soon at the Tuesday Circle. 

 

Claire Griffiths (862708) 



32 
 

Hartwell Women's Institute 
 

 

 

 

Well, what a year this has turned out to be. Brexit, Corona virus, 
flooding - not a lot to recommend it so far. With that in mind, what 
about thinking about joining the W.I. in Hartwell to try and put all 
that to the back of your mind for at least one evening. 

 

We now meet in The Lounge rather than the main hall which is 
more commodious for a smaller group and have found it suits us 
well. Our meetings are on the first Thursday of each month usually 
at 7.45. On some occasions we meet earlier if we are having an 
outside activity such as a BBQ , meal out, a walk or picnic which 
usually start at about 6.30. You can find the times on the village 
What's On site or give me a ring to make sure. 

 

On April 2nd we are having a quiz night with cheese and wine. 

On May 7th we are hoping to have a walk around Delapre Abbey 
followed by a meal somewhere. 

On June 4th we will have a talk about a visit to Costa Rica. 
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On July 2nd we are having a BBQ at a member's house. (Let's hope 
we have good weather). 

On Aug. 6th we are having a picnic in the Pocket Park off Ashton 
Road. 

On Sept. 3rd we will hear about Life and Death in Ancient Rome 

On Oct. 1st it will be our AGM and social evening. 

On Nov. 5th we will be making Christmas crafts 

On Dec. 3rd we will be going out for our Christmas meal. 

 

Do think about joining us this year. I am sure you will be surprised 
that we are not all jam and Jerusalem! 

 

Claire Griffiths (862708) 
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park 
Green Flag Community Award 2019/20 

 
It’s been a tough, if not particularly cold, winter but now March is 
here and there are plenty of signs of spring in the park – snowdrops 
are fading now but daffodils and primroses are coming in and leaf 
burst is showing all over the park. Some of the daffodils we planted 
in the Autumn are looking particularly fine. Weeks of rain have 
taken their toll particularly on the main path. It looks as if there will 
have to be a radical overhaul this year, possibly including 
resurfacing. All the efforts we have made in the last couple of years 
to keep path weeds under control without using glyphosate weed 
killer have failed. Readers may well know that glyphosate (though 
still legal and widely used in agriculture and grounds maintenance) 
has come under suspicion from the UN, environmentalists and 
health experts. It has disappeared from the shelves of many garden 
centres -the product names may be the same but the contents are 
not. Parks entering for the Green Flag Award get marked down if 
they use glyphosate. Other weed killers do not work at all well. Our 
use of a heavy-duty flame gun as well as being expensive and 
environmentally questionable did not have a longstanding effect. 
We have not been able to win the battle by hand weeding. So 
another season of experiment lies ahead but we hope things will 
look better by the end of the summer. It’s worth bearing in mind 
that the small creatures we share the park with probably like 
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having weedy paths. The grass and weeds provide safe corridors as 
they move about the park 
The written report from the Wildlife Trust survey of the park last 
July showed encouraging progress on establishing wild flowers in 
the three beds in the middle of the park. We’re planning to extend 
these beds and sow more seed mixes this year. The report says ‘the 
north west section of the park is the most species rich’ and 
recommends a July cut of the grass to encourage more wildflowers 
to grow. We’ll try this in the summer. The long untidy grass in high 
summer near the wigwam was found to ‘have a good structure for 
insects; lots of hoverflies and meadow brown Maniola jurtina 
(butterflies)  were seen’. This is what we’ve been aiming for over 
the years. 
The entrance to the park has been enhanced by a fully refurbished 
notice board. Many thanks to Dave Heron who has done a fine job 
on this. 
We are grateful to all Waitrose customers who posted their green 
tokens into the Hartwell Pocket Park section at the Wootton branch 
earlier in the year. Our share of the pot was a splendid £392. 
Thanks to Sue Scott-Evans for taking the initiative on this. 
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Ashwood Acre Spring Celebration 
Hartwell Pocket Park Community Event 

Saturday May 16th from 2 p.m. 
 

The annual community event will have a natural environment 
focus this year, aiming to celebrate the park and all the trees, 

plants and small creatures in it 
Come and enjoy the park, the company, the refreshments - 

attractions we hope to include: 
 

   Visiting alpacas   Blisworth Wildflowers 
         Saxaphone Quartet         Hartwell’s Small Animal Foster Home 

                                 Plant stall 
 

(please note the plant stall will be on a smaller scale this year but 
there will be plenty of summer plants and some baskets. We 
warmly welcome any donations of seedlings, vegetable and 

flowering plants) 
 

Woodland Wings butterfly and moth conservation project 
 

              e Wildlife Trust                                Produce Show Preview 
WI produce stall                          Nest box and bee hotel stall 
 

Children’s activities 
 

Look out for more information on village notice boards, the village 
and pocket park websites and on Facebook 
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How can you support the park? 

• Above all visit the park and enjoy it.  

• Come to the Spring Event on Saturday May 16th. The Spring 

Celebration is for all the family and is free to enter, though we 

encourage donations! This is the most important fund-raising event 

of the year.   

• Think about helping out. We could do with more help at our 

monthly volunteer sessions (see below) – a couple of hours on a 

Saturday afternoon from time to time is enjoyable, invigorating and 

a free way of getting fitter. 

• Help make sure the park thrives in the future. Think about joining 

the Pocket Park Committee – we have a vacancy and would 

welcome new blood and new ideas. There are only three pretty 

informal meetings a year, but practical support is always welcome. 

If you are new to the village you may need to know that the park is 
just down the lane that runs alongside the Ashton Road allotments 
next to the cemetery. Look for the brown sign on the Ashton Road. 
The park relies on the work of volunteers. In the growing season 
there is always a lot of work to do and we are grateful to all who 
help to keep the park tidy. Our tidying sessions are usually, though 
not always, on the third Saturday afternoon of the month starting 
at 2 p.m. Future working parties are on April 25th, May 9th, June 
20th, July 18th, September 19th (Hay Rake and Hot Dogs), October 
17th, November 21st.  
The pocket park website www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com  has 
information about the park and a selection of photographs. Dates 
of events and working parties can be found there. If you would like 
more information, to volunteer or become a Friend of Ashwood 
Acre  please email ashwoodacre@btinternet.com or ring Derek 
Hawley on 01604 862533. 
Derek Hawley 

http://www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com/
mailto:ashwoodacre@btinternet.com
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Roade Library/Hub -- What’s happening 
 

In the last issue we announced our takeover of the library from the 
Northamptonshire County Council, and our first tentative steps into 
equipping ourselves to run it. 
We have now been running the Library/Hub for nearly six months, 
during  which it has been both exciting and challenging. We have 
had a healthy increase in the number of people joining and using 
the library and have also held two very successful fund-raising  
 
events. 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The first of these was an ‘Advent Window Reveal’ 
event leading up to Christmas. All 24 windows 
were inspired, the winning window is shown 

below. We raised a fantastic £1400. 

Then we had a Musical Evening in 
February, with two talented local 
performers, soprano Helen Wilson and 
pianist Ian Riley, this event had an 
amazing response and raised an equally 
impressive £602. 
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We are a fully registered charity and all income from our fund 
raising will be used to run and improve the library hub for the 
benefit of villagers in this area. To help provide a regular income we 
have started a Roade Library-Hub special membership club, this is a 
way of supporting the library and includes an invitation  to a social 
event, a library badge, bookmark and a newsletter. Please note you 
do not have to have the special membership to use the library. 
Although we are now an independent library, we are still linked to 
the main Northamptonshire library system; which means your 
existing library cards work at Roade, and you can search and 
reserve books from other libraries in the county if we haven’t got 
them in stock. In addition to providing a full library service, we can 
help with bus passes, blue badges, printing, photocopying and 
laminating, and the library is available for hire for meetings, clubs, 
events when not in use. 
These are the events coming up in 2020: 
 

Thur 19th March  Dickens evening One Man Show by 
Steve Dimmer  

Sat 4th April  Plant and Gardening Book Sale  
Sat 11th April  East Craft Event (After week of 

Treasure Hunt  
Sat 18th April  Local Sheep display and Spinning 

demo  
May  Film Night (Date to be confirmed)  
June Roade Open Gardens (Date to be 

confirmed)  
July  Strawberry Cream Team at Perry’s, 

Hight Street, Road (Date to be 
confirmed)  
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In addition, we have regular activities:  

Every 
Wednesday  

Rhymetime for under 5’s 11:00 – 
11:30am 

1st Thursday  Living with Loss Support Group 
2nd Thursday  Creative Writing Group  
4th Thursday  Road Readers Book Group  
Every 1st & 
3rd Friday  

Mah-jong Group  

Every Friday  Tea and homemade cake afternoon 2 – 
6pm in the library  

 

We are calling the building ‘Roade Junction Community Hub’ and 
will be expanding the range of activities we offer, with new clubs 
and special interest groups and many different events.  

Thank you again for your continued support and we hope to see 
you soon at the Library-Hub. 

Roger Wood  

Chair - Roade Junction Community Group 
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News from Roade Local History Society 
 

We were delighted to see a number of new faces at our recent 
events.  You do not have to be a Society member to come to our 
meetings or take part in our wide variety of interesting projects so 
do come along - you will be very welcome. 

 
The Every Brothers, Their Story 

 
Author Ron (left) with the cast and crew after the performance 

 
Committee member Ron Johnson’s excellent play ‘The Every 
Brothers’ was performed at Elizabeth Woodville School on Saturday 
9th November and received a standing ovation from a packed 
audience.  His moving story of three brothers killed in WW2 who 
are named on Roade war memorial will be performed again at the 
Deco Theatre, Northampton on Sunday 8th November 2020.   
 
Our Christmas Event was a happy occasion and well attended.  The 
winners of the Bill Hudson Photographic Competition received their 
prizes and we enjoyed Alastair Inglis’s talk about ‘Rallying from 
London to Peking’ and carol singing with Roade Community Choir. 
 
New Year Lunch at Roade Bowls Club was great too.  Chef Martin 
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Brown provided an excellent 2 course carvery and we enjoyed 
readings, quizzes and a grand raffle with many donated prizes. 
 
In the Thick of it: Northampton’s contribution to the Best Possible 
Health Care for the Nation.  In February Roade resident Dr Andrew 
Jeffrey gave us a fascinating talk about the many medical advances 
and innovations which have taken place in Northampton from the 
opening of the first Infirmary in George Row in 1744 up to current 
developments at NGH including links with 6 universities. 
 
Forthcoming events: COVID-19 permitting/subject to change.   
See our website for details.  Unless otherwise indicated, events 
take place at 7.30 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall where refreshments 
are available. Admission: Members £2 (subscription £5 p.a.), 
members’ children up to 16 free.  Non-members - adults £3, 
children 50p. 
 
Wednesday 22nd April - 7.30 pm:  Northampton Saints Foundation 
Mobbs' Own - the truth behind the myth, stories of men who went 
to fight alongside Edgar Mobbs and the impact on Northampton. 
 
Wednesday 27th May - 7 pm: AGM followed by  
Roade's Industrial Archaeology - Chris Hillyard 
 
Summer outing TBA - see our website for details 
 
Autumn events will include the launch of Chris Hillyard’s book 
CUTTING REMARKS The Illustrated History of Roade’s Railways 
and Cutting. 

For more information about the Society and its projects please  
visit our website:  www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk 

email: secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk   
tel: 01604 864498 or 01604 862735 

http://www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk
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News and upcoming events in Salcey Forest 

Salcey Forest Update  
We're all feeling a bit windswept but the first signs of spring are 
here. The nights are drawing out, the forest is coming to life and it's 
time to put away the hats and scarves. 
There's nothing like getting outside to appreciate the change in 
seasons, so why not head out to Salcey Forest.  Is it too early to 
have a yummy ice cream yet at Grounds Cafe?  
  
Park Run has arrived 
Salcey Forest now has it’s very own park run. The weekly 5km run, 
(walk, skip or jog!) takes place every Saturday at the start of the 
running routes. Each event is completely free and for people of all 
abilities to take part; from those taking their first steps in running to 
Olympians; from juniors to those with more experience; we 
welcome you all. Don’t fancy tackling the run? Park run, every 
week, requires a team of volunteers (The Hi-Vis Heroes) to help 
make each event happen offering a whole host of different roles, 
use the link below to see how you can help. 
  
Bike hire comes to Salcey Forest 
Have you ever fancied seeing Salcey Forest on 2 wheels? If so, our 
friends from Grounds café can help. During March the café will be 
bringing their fleet of Forme mountain bikes for visitors to hire and 
explore the ancient woodland. There will be a range of different 
sizes including toddler trailers and helmets.     
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The Gruffalo is coming back 
The Gruffalo is returning to Salcey Forest in an all-new Gruffalo 
Spotters trail. With the amazing new Gruffalo Spotter 2 app, fun 
activity pack and trail, you’ll get to interact with all your favourite 
characters as you go in search of the Gruffalo in the deep dark 
wood. Spot the signs and see what creatures you can find! 
  
Learning and education 
Are you an education leader or work with groups that would benefit 
from outdoor learning sessions here at Salcey Forest? Our learning 
partner Acorn offer a whole host of different learning sessions for 
your groups catering for nurseries, schools, colleges, groups of 
adults, and families. Sessions could include forest school, bushcraft, 
curriculum-based sessions, team-building, creative arts workshops, 
and many more. 
  
Volunteer with us 
We always need a helping hand to keep Salcey Forest looking 
spectacular. Our volunteer working group meet once a month to 
carry out a range of tasks around the wood that will help to keep 
trails clear for the public and habitats ready for the range of wildlife 
that Salcey is home to. You don’t need any previous experience as 
tools, training, tea and biscuits will all be provided. So if you have a 
passion for the outdoors, want to get some exercise and meet new 
people, we would love to hear from you. 
  
For further information on any of the items above please head to 
our website www.forestryengland.uk/salcey-forest 
To stay up to date with the latest news and information at Salcey 
Forest give our Facebook page a ‘Like’ @salceyforest 

  
 

http://www.forestryengland.uk/salcey-forest
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HARTWELL CLUB 
 
         10 Forest Road, Hartwell 
                     Northampton.  NN7 2HE 
 
 
Hartwell Club would like to welcome new and existing members, to 
its warm  friendly, family environment.  We are here for the 
community please come along and see what we have to offer.   
 
We hold regular entertainment events, Quiz nights on Mondays 
(fortnightly), and Bingo on Tuesdays opposite week to the quiz.  We 
have a games room with a skittle table, pool table and darts board.  
We hold a  Sunday raffle and seasonal ones.  You can catch up on 
all the sporting events on SKY and BT Sport.   
 
We have free WIFI and you can follow us on our Facebook page 
@hartwellclub for up coming events.   
 
Please also check out the notice boards for details of our Monthly 
Ales, promotions and events. 
 
The club  has a contactless card machine for your convenience.  
 
Our New opening hours are: 
 
Monday-Thursday  5-10.30pm 
Fridays    4-11.30pm 
Saturdays    2-11.30pm 
Sundays     12-10.30pm 
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THE CLUBS ENTERTAINMENT PLANNED FOR 2020 
 
MARCH 21st  FURZEY SUITE 
APRIL     18th    KICK START 
MAY       16th   STEVE MERSON 
JUNE         6th         DISCO ( TERRY ) 
JUNE       27th          BEER FESTIVAL  FURZEY SUITE  
JULY        18th       KICK START 
AUGUST  15th          RAY MOSS 
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Do you have a small business 

or other enterprise that could 

do 

with a bit more publicity? 

 
 

An advertisement to fill this 

quarter-page could be yours 

for just £15.00 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 


