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On the cover 

 

St John the Baptist Church, 

Hartwell. 

. 

Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is 

accurate, the Publishers accept no responsibility for any errors 

or omissions. All content must be attributable to an author: non- 

attributable material will not be published. The Deputy Clerk is 

the editor and they can be contacted by email at 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

The next edition will be produced in October 2019. 

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in 

people’s minds. 

Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside, 

£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00. There’s a 10% 

discount for repeat advertisers. 

Send your copy electronically to: 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Payment is required either by cheque made payable to Hartwell 

Parish Council and sent to the Deputy Parish Clerk or by direct 

transfer into the Parish Council bank account. Payment must be 

received before the final copy deadline. 
 

mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk.
mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about the 

presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it. In particular, if 

there are issues that you feel have been missed out, we’d like to 

know about them so they can be included in the future. You might 

even be invited to write a piece or provide a short snippet to fill a 

chatterbox. Any comments can be addressed to the Editor at 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk or to the 

 Chairman of the Parish Council, George Jones, at 

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  

mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Hartwell Parish Council 

Parish Clerk: Lynn Lavender 

10 Thrupp Bridge, Wootton, NN4 6AR 

Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Council is: 
 

Cllr George Jones (Chair) 01604 864100 
Cllr David Heron 01604 863622 
Cllr Hester Gallen 07896 640958 
Cllr John Budden 01604 862015 
Cllr Derek Hawley 01604 862533 
Cllr Brian  Burrows 07840 759495 
Cllr Deborah Barker clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
The Council meets on the second Monday or Tuesday of each 

month (alternate months) except for August when no meeting is 

held. Further details can be found on the Parish Council website- 

www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

Meetings are held in the Lounge at Hartwell Community Centre, 

School Lane and start at 7.00 pm. 

 

All meetings are open to the public and include a public 

participation session. Contact the Parish Clerk for further 

information – clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

The agenda and minutes for each meeting are posted on the 

village noticeboards and on the Parish Council website. 

mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Editorial 

 
George Jones, Chairman of the Parish Council, writes: 
  
Welcome to the Spring 2019 edition of Hartbeat which includes 
the things that have been happening since the Autumn 2018 
edition. 

 
There have been several changes on the Parish Council since last 
September. 

 
The main change being when our Chair, Cllr Deborah Barker 
resigned from the Parish Council, as she and her husband Tony left 
the village in mid-November 2018 to start a new adventure in 
Devon nearer to their family. 
 
I would like to thank Deborah, on behalf of the Parish Council for 
all her hard work over the past few years in her role as Chair, and I 
would also like to say thank you to Tony for his tremendous efforts 
over the past few years as Editor for Hartbeat, you will both be 
missed.  
 
Our Deputy Parish Clerk, Marie Reilly, had to stand down from her 
role, owing to work commitments, but I am very pleased to 
welcome Lisa Morris, who has taken over the role from Marie as 
Deputy Parish Clerk.  
 
The Deputy Clerk’s role includes having responsibility for the 
cemetery, reporting street lighting faults within the village, site- 
editor for the Parish Council website, editing Hartbeat and 
covering for the clerk during any absence. 
 



6 
 

I am very pleased to welcome to the Parish Council the following 
new Councillors:- 

 Councillor Brian Burrows. 

 Councillor Derek Hawley. 

 Councillor John Budden. 
 
The above three Councillors were co-opted onto the Parish 
Council and their arrival has enabled the Parish Council to be on a 
much stronger footing as we move forward through 2019. 
 
We still have further positions to be filled, so if you think you 
could help in any way, please contact any member of the Parish 
Council, the Parish Clerk  or come along to any of the Parish 
Council meetings to find out  how the Parish Council works for the 
village. 
 
At November’s Full Parish Council meeting, the vacancy of 
Chairman was on the agenda and after voting took place, I duly 
accepted the role of Chair. I look forward to continuing to serve 
the residents of Hartwell over the coming time.  
 
Following the Housing Needs Survey report for potential 
development on land at the edge of Stoneway last year, the Parish 
Council has not received any further information regarding this 
since last year’s Annual Parish Meeting (APM). 
 
Regarding the renewing of our street lighting, the final phase, 
Phase 3, is now in progress in Church Close and Robins Close and 
this will be completed by the middle of April.  By the end of this 
project all the street lamps in the village will be converted to the 
white lamps, except Cross’s Grange, where these lamps will 
remain as they are. 
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This project was achieved by the hard work put in by Cllr Deborah 
Barker and Lynn Lavender (Parish Clark) and for this we thank you. 
 
There are many events going on in the village during the summer 
months. These events are staged by a small body of people who 
give up their time to organize these events, as well as run 
permanent groups in the village. 
 
If you can spare any free time to help out any of the above events 
or groups it would be very much appreciated by everyone. 
  
                                                            Cllr George Jones. 
  
                                                   Chairman for Hartwell Parish Council. 

 

 

 

The 2018 Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 

Monday 13th May 2019 in the main hall at the 

Community Centre, School Lane starting at 7.00 pm. 

 

 

You are invited to come along and see what the Parish 

Council has been working on over the past year and 

hear about any upcoming projects for Hartwell village. 
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Hartwell currently needs new members of the 

community to serve as Parish Councillors. 

 

The Parish Council represents your community and helps to keep 

it a great place to live and work...but to ensure it continues as an 

effective community voice... WE NEED YOU! 

 

You should have a positive can-do attitude and be willing to work 

as part of a team. There is training available to support you in the 

role. 

 

The Council usually meets monthly at the Community Centre. 

The meeting dates can be found on the Council Meetings 

Calendar on the Parish Council website (there is no meeting in 

August). 

 

Expressions of interest are welcomed from anyone aged 18 and 

over. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a councillor, please contact 

Lynn Lavender- Parish Clerk for further information -

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

If you care about your community and would like to help make a 

real difference please consider putting yourself forward. 
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Our District Councillor, John Budden, writes: 

 
This year, South Northamptonshire features in a national league 
table of local authority areas as being in the top 40% places in the 
country. The ranking is a measure of growth, innovation, social 
equality, health and happiness. Despite it being a time of 
uncertainty, the District continues to be a good place to live, work, 
invest and grow. 
 
The report analyses the financial performance of the county’s 100 
leading privately owned companies.  The combined turnover of the 
100 companies rose by 5.6% and employment levels rose by 9.7%.  
In addition to seven of the top 100 firms with bases in South 
Northamptonshire, the district has 66 business parks and is home to 
over 5,000 companies including AMG Petronas Motorsport, 
Faccenda, John Lewis and Yusen Logistics. 
 
Eighty three per cent of the working age population is employed, 
and the District’s workforce also has an above average level of 
education, with over ninety per cent qualified to NVQ1 and above. 
A recent study showed 2.7 million tourists visit the District each 
year and spent over £183.5 million.  The District is at the centre of 
the Oxford-MK-Cambridge Arc and has five international airports 
within a two-hour drive. 
 
With the rising population, currently 89,960, and ambitious 
numbers of new homes being built, 11,020 by 2029, South 
Northamptonshire is perfectly positioned to grow and thrive. 
 
We also offer community grants, which may be applicable to local 
businesses.  Over the past four years, South Northamptonshire has 
provided £3,504,058 in community grants funding. 
During the next 12/14 months South Northants Council will be 
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awarding grants totalling £1.6 million.  All Community Groups must 
be aware that these grants are available.  They have been 
accumulated by South Northants inhabitants and if not spent will be 
swallowed up by the forthcoming West Northants Unitary and not 
be available for the people who earned them 
 
Council Tax bills have recently been sent out from my council at 
Towcester.  Unfortunately, due to human error, they were incorrect 
and new bills will be sent out by the time this is printed.  Please 
accept our apologies.  It is our job to collect Council Tax but, 
unfortunately, we retain very little.  Council Tax on a Band D 
property is approximately £1730 per annum.  Of this, 71%goes to 
Northampton County Council.  The Police and Fire Service receive 
18% and South Northants Council only 11% and we give the Parish 
Councils a small percentage of this.  Except for the error mentioned 
above, we do have a good record in collecting Council Tax ensuring 
we get 99% of money owed.  A decision has recently been made to 
increase the Tax on Empty Properties, if empty for two years or 
more the tax is doubled. 
 
You are all probably aware that the Doctors Surgery at Roade is not 
fit for purpose (the building not the staff) and the proposed new 
building will be on the Pianoforte development.  This is part of the 
S106 infrastructure payment from the house builders.  This was 
organised many months ago with little action resulting.  I am now 
informed that staff changes within local NHS management will 
speed up the process and secure the new surgery. 
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A VIEW FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Our County Councillor, Michael Clarke writes: 

 
It seems that a week is a long time in the life of the County Council. 
So much seems to be happening so quickly as we are embark on a 
journey, with the seven District Councils, towards the goal of 
becoming two new unitary Councils by May 2020. 
 
The term “unitary” is bandied about but it would perhaps be useful 
to explain what “unitary” means. In a nutshell the two tiers of local 
Government, which we have had in Northamptonshire since the 
1970s, will merge into one new council in the west and one in the 
north of the county. For us in South Northants, it means the 
services presently delivered by the County Council like primary 
education, children’s services, highways and adult social care will 
come under one roof with the services presently delivered by South 
Northants Council, such as local planning, refuse collection and 
environmental services.  
 
The twin aims of introducing the new overarching Councils are (i) 
simplifying the system which does cause confusion among residents 
over which Council currently delivers which services and (ii) 8 
Councils (7 Boroughs and Districts together with the County 
Council) reducing to two and with it a medium term saving to the 
Council Tax payer. There will be two chief Executives and two 
headquarters replacing the current eight, as one example. The 
existing town Councils like Towcester and Brackley will continue, as 
will the Parish Councils. 
 
We have currently reached the stage at which eighteen councillors 
(four from South Northants, Daventry and Northampton and six 
from NCC) will start the process of establishing the priorities and 
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charting the course towards the new West Northants Unitary 
Council. It is planned to go live in April/May 2020. It is a tight 
timetable. Some of the formal permissions that need Government 
endorsement have been delayed due to the Brexit logjam in the 
legislative timetable.  
 
The councillor representation will also change. In May 2020 
residents in the County Council division, which comprises Hartwell, 
Hackleton, Quinton, Cogenhoe and Whiston, Denton, Little 
Houghton, Yardley Hastings, Castle Ashby, Brafield and Grange Park 
will elect three Councillors to represent them in the new West 
Northants Unitary Council. The three successful candidates will 
have to decide how best to support the Parish Councils, much as 
the current 6 District Councillors and I, as your County Councillor, 
already do.  
 
It would be fair to say we are currently very much on a learning 
curve. However, we will not lose sight of our prime responsibility, 
which is to serve our communities to the best of our abilities – 
whatever new structures emerge. 

 

 
NCC Cllr. Michael Clarke  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
 

Rt. Hon Andrea Leadsom MP 
Member of Parliament for South 
Northamptonshire 
 
As always, it’s a pleasure to be invited to 
update Hartwell residents on my work as your 
MP. 
  
In South Northants, I have been focused on 

representing people’s concerns over the two proposed strategic rail 
freight interchanges at the junction of the Northampton Loop Line 
and West Coast Main Line, Roxhill’s Northampton Gateway and 
Ashfield Land’s Rail Central. As I write, the Planning Inspectorate’s 
examination of the Northampton Gateway application is nearly 
complete and I have provided written representations on aspects 
surrounding rail and road capacity, air quality, site suitability, and 
other issues, and my Parliamentary Assistant Tommy Gilchrist 
attended an oral hearing on behalf to put these to PINS directly. I 
will continue to follow what happens, and will update residents in 
the usual way via my website. Ashfield Land has asked for a delay in 
the examination process for Rail Central due to fundamental 
problems with their highways mitigation proposals, and we wait for 
a decision from PINS on this. 

  
I know that there are proposals by Roade Medical Centre to move 
to a new site within the village to allow for an expansion of services, 
and I continue to be supportive of their position. I have asked the 
Department of Health and Social Care and the local Clinical 
Commissioning Group to consider the proposals in more detail, and 
I am happy to do what I can to press for a positive outcome for 
patients and residents. 
  
 



14 
 

On the Tree Top Way in Salcey Forest, I have been in regular contact 
with the Forestry Commission as well as those who enjoy the 
recreational activities in the forest to put in place funding to repair 
and restore the walk. A new member of the Forestry Commission 
team is due to start shortly who will be leading on the TTW project, 
and I am told I can expect an update on funding plans by mid-to-late 
April.  
  
If there are any specific questions or concerns on any issue, then 
please do get in touch with me and I would be happy to help. You 
can reach me via my constituency office (01327 353 124) or via 
email (andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk).  

mailto:andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk
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Hartwell 

Village Watch 
 

 
 
Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to 
make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work. 
The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and 
their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local 
environment.  

 
 

Sharing Village Watch Information  
 

Our Village Watch Co-ordinator is Judy Webster   
who can be contacted as follows:- 

Telephone: 01604 862809  
Mobile: 07801 345232 

email : heyjudew@live.co.uk 
 

 
We post some relevant updates on Facebook via Hartwell Village 
Community Group.  
Village Watch also forwards local crime reports to the Hartwell 
Parish Council website:- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
If you would like to receive neighbourhood alert emails directly, you 
can register your details at 
 https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join 
 

mailto:heyjudew@live.co.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join
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Scam Emails and Phone Calls  

Fraudsters are cold calling or sending emails that are designed to 
steal personal and financial information. Examples of recent fake 
messages are:- 

 TV Licensing renewals (these look very authentic)  

 Request to check on loft insulation installed previously. 

 The caller says they are from the Metropolitan police saying 
local bank staff have stolen money and some money is 
needed for evidence! 

How you can protect yourself: 

 Don’t click on the links or attachments in suspicious emails and 
never respond to messages that ask for your personal or financial 
details. 

 Don’t assume a phone call or email is authentic, even if someone 
knows your basic details (such as your name or address). 
Remember, criminals can spoof phone numbers and email 
addresses to appear as companies you know and trust, such as TV 
Licensing. 

 Your bank will never call and ask you for your PIN, full banking 
password, or ask you to transfer money out of your account. 

What to do if you’ve fallen victim: 

 Let your bank know as soon as possible and monitor your bank 
statements regularly for any unusual activity.  

 If you suspect your identity may have been stolen you can check 
your credit file quickly and easily online. Use a reputable service 
provider and follow up on any unexpected or suspicious results.  
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 If you have been a victim of fraud or cyber crime, report it to Action 
Fraud at actionfraud.police.uk, or by calling 0300 123 2040. 

 

Protect Your Vehicle From Catalytic Converter Thieves 
 
Motorists in Northamptonshire are being urged to be vigilant 
following a recent increase in the number of catalytic converter 
thefts. 
 
Catalytic converters are part of a car's exhaust system that converts 
some of the pollutants into less harmful substances. 
 
Crime Prevention Advice 
 
1) Consider using a catalytic converter protection device or marking 
system.  
2) Where possible, park your vehicle in a locked garage or in a 
parking spot overlooked by residents. 
3) If you see someone acting suspiciously under a vehicle, report it 
to police. Obtain as much information as possible, including any 
vehicle registrations. 
4) Security lighting, CCTV or alarms may also deter thieves. 
 
For more information call 101 and ask for your local Crime 
Prevention Officer, alternatively email 
CrimePrevention@northants.police.uk 
 

Keeping your home safe while on holiday  
 
Everyone enjoys a holiday, but you want to come home and find 
everything as you left it. Almost half of all burglaries happen when a 
flat or house is empty, so use these tips to keep your home secure 

http://actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:CrimePrevention@northants.police.uk
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while you’re away. 

Avoid posting about your holiday on social media while you are 
away. If you do, make sure your accounts are set to private so that 
only people you are friends with can see what you post. Only 
accept friends requests from people you know and trust.  

Make it look like your home is occupied 
 Don't close your curtains – in daytime this shows the house is 

empty. Think about getting automatic time-switches to turn your 
lights on when it goes dark 

 Cancel any milk or newspaper deliveries so they can’t stack up and 
show you’re not there 

 Cut the lawn before you go and trim back any plants that burglars 
could hide behind 

 Ask a trusted family member, friend or neighbour to look after your 
home and make it look like someone is living there. They can collect 
your mail, open and close the curtains, switch on lights, and even 
mow your lawn or park on your drive 

 Don’t label any keys you leave with your house number, address or 
name 

Simple security precautions 
 Fit mortise locks or bolts to all outside doors, and locks to all 

downstairs or easily accessible windows 

 Don't leave valuables like your TV, music or gaming systems, laptop 
or tablet where they can be seen through windows 

 Mark valuable items with your postcode and house number using 
an 'invisible' security marker. If your property is stolen and 
recovered, this will help the police to identify and return it to you, 
and could also provide them with evidence to convict the people 
responsible 
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 Register your valuables with www.immobilise.com for the same 
reason 

 Make sure you have up-to-date contents insurance 

 Put all your tools away so they cannot be used to break into your 
house and lock the garage and shed with proper security locks. 

 If you have to leave a ladder out, put it on its side and lock it to a 
secure fixture with a 'close shackle' padlock or heavy-duty chain 

 Make it difficult for burglars by locking all side or back gates, and 
adding trellis to the top of walls and fences. Fit lights that come on 
at night to cover the sides and back of your house 

 Lock all outside doors and windows. If you have a burglar alarm, 
make sure it is set 

 Don’t put your home address on your luggage when you are 
travelling to your holiday destination 

 Just before you set off, spend a couple of minutes checking that 
you've done all you had to do and taken everything you need with 
you 

 Let a trusted neighbour know when you will be away, and give them 
details so they can contact you, or someone who can act on your 
behalf, in an emergency 

 

Village Watch- Together we can make a difference 
 

http://www.immobilise.com/
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St John the Baptist Church is part of the Salcey Benefice, the other 
churches being at Ashton, Collingtree, Courteenhall and Roade.  
 
Service patterns for a month are as follows: 
 
1st Sunday      All Age Service 10.30am 
 Pizza, Puppets and Praise                      4.30pm to 5.30pm 
2nd Sunday Morning Praise 10.00am 
3rd Sunday    Holy Communion 9.15am 
 Pop up Praise                                          4.30pm to 5.30pm       
4th Sunday     Morning Praise 10.00am 
5th Sunday This will be a benefice service at one of the five 

parish churches in the Benefice. 
 
Full details of our services can be found on our notice board, in 
SHARE or on the web site 
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/ .  If you are not 
a subscriber, new subscriptions to SHARE can be obtained from 
Alvin Barby, 2 Hartwell Road, Roade, (863470). 
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) would like to thank the Parish 
Council for their continuing support in grants for the upkeep of the 
churchyard.  We try to keep the church yard looking tidy and 
welcoming and the grant helps us especially with the grass cutting.  
 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/
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With this in mind we ask that in compliance with churchyard 
regulations set out by the Chancellor and Archdeacons that flower 
receptacles are set into the ground level with the surface to allow 
for easy maintenance when not in use. Also that wreaths and other 
flowers should be removed as soon as they appear withered. No 
artificial flowers are allowed except for Remembrance Day poppies 
and traditional Christmas wreaths. These must be removed no later 
than 2 months after the date of the celebration. Flower bulbs may 
be planted in the soil of the grave. No tree, rose bushes or other 
shrub may not be planted unless a faculty is applied for to 
Peterborough. 
 
Our thanks go to Roy Watts, David Heron, John and Carol Buck for 
their continued help in keeping the churchyard a peaceful and 
pleasant place to be. 
 
We are pleased to announce that the position of Treasurer has been 
filled by the very able Carol Wilson and we are very grateful to her 
for accepting the task. 
 
The Christmas Fete was a good event, thank you to all who helped 
and to those who came and supported us. We have also had 
concerts and lunches and special services, some involving the 
younger members of our congregation, the youngest I believe was 2 
years old when he took part at Christmas time. Great fun for all and 
if you would like to join us you would be made very welcome. 
 
The soup lunches became the place to be; we have Carol Buck to 
thank for organising these supported by her trusty team. They were 
a great success so if you missed them look out for when they start 
again in the autumn. If you can’t wait until then the coffee mornings 
are on a Thursday morning, please keep an eye out for the banner 
on the church fence for times and dates. Remember you don’t have 
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to attend church to drink soup or coffee; come in and join us we 
would love to see you. 

 
We continue to welcome the children from our village school into 
church and hope that we will build even stronger ties with the 
pupils and their teachers in the coming months. 
 
Looking forward we are investigating the possibility of removing 
some of the church pews. We would like to have a space which 
could be used for worship held in different ways, such as a more 
informal situation maybe in the round or horse shoe formation; our 
imagination would be our only limitation. It would also mean that 
events such as fetes, lunches and concerts could be staged in a 
more comfortable way allowing access for all. The pews at the 
moment are limiting to those who use a wheel chair or buggy. If this 
does go ahead and you would be interested in purchasing a pew 
please contact Susan Cross or Denise Brack their details are under 
village amenities. 
 
If any of you would like to join the flower rota or cleaning rota we 
would be delighted to have you please contact Susan Cross for 
more details. 
 
Future Dates in Summer 2019 
 
June 22nd          Summer Fete 2pm - 4pm 
July 13th            Strawberry Teas 2:30pm - 5pm 
 

Compiled by Susan Cross - PCC secretary. 



23 
 

 

 

 
 

Health Walks in Hartwell continue to provide opportunities 
for people to take free, easy and beneficial exercise. You 
don't need any specialist equipment; just dress sensibly for 
the weather and wear appropriate footwear. There's no 
need to book; just turn up on the day! Over the next few 
months, walks are taking place on: 

 
27th April 4th May 25th May 

1st June 22nd June 6th July 

27th July 3rd August 24th August 

7th September 28th September       5th October 

All these are Saturdays and set off from the Hartwell Club in 
Forest Road at 11.00 am. After the walk, refreshments are 
provided at the Church. 

Over the summer months, these walks are supplemented by 
a series of Summer Strolls. These start at 6.45 pm from 
outside the main school gates at the corner of School Lane 
and Hillside. Dates for these are: 

Thursday 18th April Thursday 16th May 

Wednesday 5th June Thursday 18th July 

Wednesday 7th August Thursday 19th September 

 

Make a note in your diary now! 

For more details, contact 
George Jones on 864100 
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We have had a lovely Spring Term at Pre – School with our themes 
focussing on the Seasons and Occupations. We’ve enjoyed dressing 
up and role play and lots of lovely craft and cooking activities. We 
especially enjoyed making delicious pizzas. 
 
The Committee have had a very busy and successful term 
fundraising so far including our recent ‘Fashion Show and Shopping 
event’ and our well loved annual Easter Egg Hunt complete with 
‘Easter Bunny’ giving out extra eggs to the children along the way!  
 
We are now starting to compile our sessions for the 2019-2020 
academic year. If you are interested in registering your little one 
with us at Pre School please do get in touch with Keira Cox at 
hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk for a registration form or call Elaine 
Andrews, Pre School Manager on 07522 924733 if you would like to 
arrange a visit.  
 
We are getting our older children prepared for ‘Big School’ this 
term! We will be visiting Hartwell Primary School to eat our packed 
lunches, have a visit to Class R and to go to the Library.  
 
We are also very excited to announce our very first Graduation 
Ceremony this year for our School leavers. The gowns have been 
purchased by the Committee using some of the proceeds from this 
years fundraising, thank you for your hard work and organisation 
making this possible. We are all very excited to be a part of this 
special ceremony for the children.  
 

mailto:hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk


25 
 

The committee would also like to extend their thanks and gratitude 
for the generosity of many local businesses that have supported 
preschool so far this year, thank you to;  
 

 M & L Bannister Builders, 

  Hartwell Village Stores,  

 Waitrose (Wootton),  

 Michael Graham Estate 
Agents,  

 Oakleaf,  

 Hartwell Hounds,  

 Safari MK,  

 Riverside Hub,  

 Beckworth Emporium, 

  Tesco (Mereway),  

 TNT,  

 Woburn Safari Park, 

  Yamaha Music,  

 Makita Power Tools,  

 Collingtree Golf Club,  

 Rockingham Raceway,  

 Countrywide Fencing,  

 Marlin’s Fish & Chips,  

 Bletchley Park 
Museum,  

 Vanity Hair & Beauty, 

 Pinnacle,  

 78 Derngate,  

 Roald Dahl Museum,  

 Garden Machines and  

 The Letting Store.   

 

A final big thank you to Hartwell Village residents for 
continuing to support our Village Preschool. 
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Hartwell Primary School 
 

A Church of England Academy 

 

As always at our school, it has been a busy and productive time. 
There have been so many highlights; it’s difficult to choose which 
ones to write about! 
 
Remembrance 
We were really pleased to extend our Act of Remembrance to the 
whole community in this special year; family and friends from the 
community, including Pre-School, joined us on the playground to 
mark the centenary of the end of WW1. It was great that so many 
people also joined us afterwards in the hall for tea and cake! 
We would also like to say ‘thank you’ to the whole community who 
have funded our Remembrance Garden for the men of Hartwell lost 
in the World Wars. 
 
Learning at our School 
We are extremely proud of the progress all children make and the 
achievements they work hard to reach, both in and out of school. 
For the second year in a row we received a letter from the 
Department of Education to congratulate our school for children’s 
academic achievements in the KS2 SATs. For Reading and Maths, 
the children attained within the top 1% of the country. 
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Back in January we also had an external review into the quality of 
Teaching and Learning at our school from Inspire, which is the 
Teaching School Alliance of which we are part of. This was 
extremely successful and productive for us as a school to recognise 
and celebrate what we do very well and reflect how we continue to 
have high aspirations for all our children. The reviewers also 
recognised how happy, warm and caring we are as a school. 
 
SIAMs – Church School Inspection 
It was only a few weeks ago that we had our statutory Church 
School inspection which judges how the school lives out its vision. In 
the previous inspection in 2015, the school was judged ‘good’ under 
the criteria. Since that time the inspection framework has changed 
and has become more challenging; it is with great joy that we 
maintained our ‘good’ grading. More importantly than the grading, 
the inspector found ‘the children are treated with respect, as 
unique individuals.’  
 
Class R Wedding 
Our youngest children in the school have been learning about 
festivals and celebrations during the Spring Term; this ended in a 
topic finale, 
celebrating their 
learning with a 
wedding at the 
Church and a 
party, with 
dancing, after. 
Everyone had 
great fun and it 
was fantastic that 
so many parents 
were able to join the celebration. 
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Looking ahead... 
 
Summer Term always seems to come round very quickly and we 
always look forward to exciting events, such as Sport Day. Children 
and teachers are determined and ready to reach their end of year 
learning goals to ensure that everyone is ready for their next stage 
of learning.  
 
It is also the time when we think about welcoming our next Class R 
into the school and holding various events and activities to 
smoothly transition children into our school. We have already met 
with Hartwell Pre-School and have a shared plan of how we will 
work together over the next term. 
 
As we welcome a new class in we will also wave goodbye to our 
Year 6. It seems too early to be writing this as it’s only Easter, but it 
will be too late by the time October edition comes around. Our Year 
6 are a super group of children who we will sadly missed, and I have 
high aspirations for these children as they move into secondary 
education because they have the skills and attitude to go far. 
 
Mrs Jamie Pardon 
 
Headteacher
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Hartwell Youth Club 
 
Hartwell Youth Club goes from strength to strength with up to 20 
young people regularly attending on Monday afternoons. 
 
This term the youth club members 
chose to visit Pinnacle Climbing 
Centre, where they experienced 
rock climbing and had time in the 
bouldering room to free climb.  
 
The aim of the youth club is to 
offer young people living in 
Hartwell a safe place to meet 
after school, youth workers 
facilitate a programme of 
activities prescribed by the 
members, which usually includes 
sport, team games, craft and 
cookery. The programme aims to 
support this age group with their transition to upper school. 

 
The youth club meets every Monday 
during term time in the community 
centre 4.30 - 6 pm and is open to 
children in Year 5 and above. The 
youth club is staff by youth workers 
from Youth Inspired and is funded by 
Hartwell Parish Council 

 
If you would like further information about the youth club you can 
contact Jenny Evans via e-mail jenny@cypn.org. 

mailto:jenny@cypn.org
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It was all change for Hart and Soul choir in the New Year!  After 
successfully leading us for our Christmas concert, in the Community 
Centre, Katie Teage, our choir leader went on maternity leave.  Andi 
Hopwood is her temporary replacement and we have also moved to 
a new rehearsal venue in another village! 
 
We had a full house again for the concert and we wish to thank all 
those who came to see us, and bought raffle tickets for our chosen 
charity.  We raised £225 to send to Northamptonshire Young 
Carers.   
 
We would also like to thank Nita and Sid in Hartwell Stores for 
kindly selling our concert tickets again.  It is always such a help to 
have their assistance. 
 
In January we were unable to continue our rehearsals in the 
Primary School Hall, as they no longer had a site supervisor to open 
up for us.  The Community Centre had no space on a Wednesday 
evening so sadly we had to look outside the village.   
 
Fortunately Hanslope Village Hall was able to take us, so we are 
now happily resident there for our weekly practices.  A third of our 
members are from Hanslope which made us feel quite at home 
immediately.  It only takes 8 minutes to get there from Hartwell, 
and we have attracted new members from Hanslope since moving 
there. 
 
We are having fun with Andi Hopwood in Katie’s absence.  She also 
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sings in the London Vocal Project with Katie, and is a very 
experienced choir leader.  Andi has introduced us to some lovely 
jazz arrangements, and we are really enjoying a Beatles medley.  
We look forward to performing these for you at one of our future 
performances. 

 
We are planning a campaign to attract more men to sing in our 
choir.  Male voices add so much to the sound of a choir and we 
need more to support our fantastic bass section.   
 
So if you enjoy singing in the shower, at the football, or rugby, and 
would like to do even more singing, please come along to one of 
our choir nights on Wednesday evenings, during school term times, 
at 7.45 pm.  Don’t forget, we are at Hanslope Village Hall now!  We 
won’t put you through an audition, and you would be made very 
welcome. That goes for ladies too!   
 
We realise that joining a choir might be daunting to some, and we 
would like to make it easier by listening to your thoughts about 
what you would like to get out of singing in a choir, and how you 
would like to approach it.   
 
You might like to come for the first part of the evening and sing 
some well known songs to start with, before moving on and staying 
for the whole session.  The first session is free and we wouldn’t 
charge for the first few short sessions.  Please don’t hesitate to 
email me on the address below or contact me on 07811 939566, if 
you would like to discuss this further.  
 
We are first and foremost a Community Choir, and have no airs 
and graces.  We like to be the best we can be, but we are not 
striving to be perfect.  And everyone can sing! That’s official! 
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For more information see www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk 
Email: hartandsoulchoir@gmail.com or find us on Facebook  

 
Jane Austin- Chair  
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General services and utilities 

 

area code is 01604 

except where 

otherwise given 

Anglian Water 0800 771881 

Emergency health advice 111 

Power cut - any supplier 105 

Mailing list preference service 08457 034599 

National Gas 0800 111999 

Police 101 

Royal Mail 08457 740740 

Trading standards 707900 

Education  

Hartwell Church of England Primary School  

Headteacher: Jamie Pardon 862880 

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce 862880 

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus 862125 

Willison Centre 864581 

Hartwell Pre-school group: Kiera Cox hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk  

              Government 
 

MP: Andrea Leadsom 01327 353124 

County Councillor: Michael Clarke 890832 

District Councillor: John Budden 862015 

Northants County Council offices 0300 126 1000 

South Northants Council offices 01327 322322 

  

mailto:hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk
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Village amenities 

 

area code is 01604 

except where 

otherwise given 

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley 862533 

Community Centre Hall: 

Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 

 

Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Club 862497 

Hartwell PO and Store 862205 

Hartwell Village Watch: Judy Webster 862809 

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Janet Fallows 863413 

Rose & Crown public house 862393 

St John the Baptist Church  

Rev Mike Burton 862284 

Churchwarden: Denise Brack 862531 

Secretary: Susan Cross 863653 

Village groups  

Hart & Soul Community Choir: Jane Austin 07811 939566 

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: Sarah Sheard 859116 

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle 863329 

Hartwell Youth Club: Jenny Evans 624611 

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths 862708 

Women’s Institute: Claire Griffiths 862708 

 
 
 

mailto:Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust 

(Registered charity 800622) 

The Trust is proud to be able to provide just over 3 acres of land for 
the provision of rented allotments for the village residents. The land, 
divided between two sites, is situated at Folly Lane and Ashton Road 
and is managed by the trust, it is not council owned.  

Both allotment sites have access to running water are within easy 
walking distance to all.  

Although there is at present a short waiting list, regardless of your 
experience we would be pleased to hear from any of you interested 
in obtaining a plot.  

The allotment community is very friendly and welcomes all new 
comers, so if you are interested in cultivating an extra bit of ground 
and would like to try your hand at growing some fruit, vegetables or 
flowers and would like to join us please contact us for further 
information. 

 
Brian Burrows - Secretary Janet Fallows - Chair 
07840 759495 07831 520097 
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Hartwell Tuesday Circle 

Today, as I write this for the spring edition of Hartbeat, it is cold and 
wet with a strong wind.  I think we were lulled into a false sense of 
spring arriving early when we had those few days of really warm 
weather a short while ago.  Looking towards the real spring starting, 
what better way than to attend a session of the Tuesday Circle. We 
have had some good afternoons and have seen some new members 
arrive which is always encouraging.  We meet twice a month for a 
couple of hours and would welcome even more newcomers. 

Since the last edition we have had the usual Christmas activities - 
lunch at the Old Crown at Ashton and a party with musical 
entertainment. 

In January we heard more about Victorian Northampton which I 
always find fascinating as you can relate to local areas and see how 
things have changed over the years (not always for the better). 
Then in February we had musical memories from the 1960s and 
photographic reminiscences also of that era.  It makes me smile 
when I see young people nowadays wearing practically the same 
outfits that we wore then. Bell bottom trousers and cheesecloth 
shirts.  

Last month we learned what life would have been like in Tudor 
times for a housewife with many artifacts for us to examine. Not 
such a politically correct world as nowadays as women were rather 
down trodden. 

The second talk this month is entitled 'Escape from Roaditz' which is 
one teacher's story from teaching there.  Should be interesting! 
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On April 2nd we will be having our AGM and talk from a local 
historian and the next meeting will be another lunch at the Crown 
at Ashton on April 16th.  We will hear about the New Theatre in 
Northampton on May 7th.  A fortnight on from that (May 21st) 
there will be a talk entitled 'Two Brothers Go to War' and then on 
June 4th we will have the Volunteer First Responders tell us about 
their job. 

On June 18th we will once again be serenaded by Hartwell School 
orchestra followed by (on July 2nd) afternoon tea at the 
Workbridge Centre in Northampton where we will have an 
opportunity to buy plants there as they have a small garden 
centre.     On July16th we will be having our birthday party - again 
with musical entertainment and then on September 3rd a talk on 
Saxon and Early Medieval Northampton - one to which I am really 
looking forward.  On September 17th there will be a fish and chip 
lunch. 

That brings us to our autumn and winter meetings which include 
'The Story of Happy Holidays', 'Work Makes You Ill', Hartwell school 
choir, 'Twelve Days of Christmas' followed by the usual Christmas 
lunch and seasonal party. 

Please think about coming to see what we are all about.  We charge 
a £10 annual subscription fee and £2.50 per session (non members 
are charged £4), this is to cover the cost of the hire of the hall and 
our speakers. 

We meet on the first and third Tuesdays from 2 until about 4 p.m. 
and look forward to seeing you. 

Claire Griffiths (862708)   
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Hartwell Women's Institute 
 
Have you thought of joining the 
W.I. but been put off by the picture 
of tweed skirts and jam making?  I 
think you would be pleasantly 
surprised if you attended one of 
our monthly meetings.   
 
We are a group of women of all ages who enjoy each other's 
company and doing fun things together. Already this year we have 
had an evening with a craftsman wood turner to which several 
members of the community came.  What a beautiful medium wood 
is and how talented to be able to turn a lump of it into something 
really special. 
 
We have seen fabulous photos of wildlife in Australia and next 
month (April) we will hear about the silk trade and the Silk Road.  
 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel our proposed fashion show in 
May as there is already going to be one at the end of March in the 
village so maybe we will organise another one in a year or so. In its 
place the committee will be organising an evening of quizzes and 
games. 
 
One of the highlights of our year is the annual BBQ which is held in 
a member's garden (or house, depending on how cold it is!) which is 
a chance to catch up with everyone and enjoy some really good 
food. 
 
In July we will have a talk about horticulture as therapy which 
promises to be something a bit different. 
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In August we will have our annual picnic (weather permitting) in the 
Pocket Park and then in September a talk about forensic pathology.  
Viewers of Silent Witness will be keen on listening to that one. 
 
As usual in October we will be holding our AGM, together with 
possibly a quiz and general social evening and then in November 
'something crafty'.  I am in no way arty but have managed to make 
some really good pieces for Christmas in past years.  
 
In December we will be having our usual Christmas meal out which 
always proves to be a popular evening. 
 
If any of this sounds interesting to you then please either give me a 
call on 862708 or just come along on the first Thursday in the 
month at 7.45 in the Community Centre. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there sometime. 
 
Claire Griffiths 
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park 

Green Flag Community Award 2017/18 

 
It’s March, it’s blowing a gale, the rain is lashing down and it’s 
rather cold. The sunny late February heat which brought on the 
daffodils has gone but the primroses are coming out. Soon the park 
will be full of new leaves and new life as the birds take up residence 
in the nest boxes, the hedges and in the fruiting thicket. Time never 
stands still in Ashwood Acre and this is a time full of the potential of 
summer. By the time we hold our Spring Community Event, on May 
18th, the park will be great place to spend a sunny Saturday 
afternoon.  
 
Wild flowers 
We’ve never been very successful in getting wildflowers to grow 
naturally in the lush grass of the park. In the past we’ve sown seeds 
and planted plugs but not seen much reward for the effort people 
have put in. Last summer we removed some of the grass from three 
areas not far from the willow wigwam and sowed wildflower seed. 
We’ve had a lot of trouble with grass growing through but we’re 
hoping for more wildflowers this year and we’ll be scattering more 
seeds in March and putting in some wildflower plants as well, 
hoping for a better result. Not all wildflowers are particularly good 
to look at but it’s not all about what we like – the park is for wildlife 
as well as people. Our new wildflower beds have quite a lot of 
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ribwort plantain which may not win a beauty contest but has tiny 
white pincushion flowers over a long period which are attractive to 
pollinators. We have arranged with the local Wildlife Trust to have 
another survey of the plants in the park in June/July, six years on 
from the last one. We’re hoping to find things are improving. 
 
Green Flag Award 
We have entered the park again in 2019 for the Green Flag 
Community Award. This national award provides a quality 
benchmark for public open spaces. Entering for it every other year 
since 2011 has helped to keep us on our toes in maintaining the 
look of the park and the aims we set when it was set up. 
 
Rachel Heron 
No one has been a more loyal and hard-working supporter of the 
pocket park than Rachel Heron who so sadly died in December. She 
and her husband Dave have given enormous practical support to 
the park since planting started in 2008. As well as being a loyal 
supporter and volunteer, Rachel was in the park doing extra odds 
and ends for many more hours a year than the usual volunteer 
sessions. Always hands on, she was in the park and working for the 
last volunteer session of 2018 in November. In February, when the 
snowdrops came through in the bed just inside the gate, we 
remembered again that Rachel planted them and hundreds of other 
bulbs in the park. Like many other people in the village, we shall 
miss her greatly but her enthusiasm and energy will always be 
remembered. 
 
If you are new to the village you may need to know that the park is 
just down the lane alongside the Ashton Road allotments next to 
the cemetery. Look for the brown sign on the Ashton Road. 
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Spring in the Park 

 

Hartwell Pocket Park Community Event 
 

Saturday May 18
th

 from 2 p.m. 
 

Plant Sale 
 

We invite all plant lovers to turn up, enjoy the park and 

buy.  Make a flying start on filling your baskets, 

containers and borders.  

 

Additional attractions will include: 

 

Special Guests - Animal Edge Mobile Petting Farm 

WI produce stall 

Woodland Wings Butterfly and Moth Conservation 

Penny’s Vintage Ice Cream Van 

Children’s activities 

Refreshments 

 

Any donations of spare seedlings, plants, chunks of 

perennials etc will be very welcome. 

 

Look out for more information on village notice boards, 

the village and pocket park websites and on Facebook 
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How can you support the park? 
 

 Above all visit the park and enjoy it.  

 Come to the Spring Event on Saturday May 18th. Spring in the 

Park with the Plant Sale and other attractions is for all the family 

and is free to enter, though we encourage donations! The plant 

sale should offer a good selection of plants and anything you buy 

will help the park in the most important fund-raising event of the 

year. If you can donate spare seedlings, plants or divisions they 

will be much appreciated. 

 Think about helping out from time to time. We could do with 

more help at our monthly volunteer sessions (see below) – a 

couple of hours on a Saturday afternoon from time to time is 

enjoyable, invigorating and a free way of getting fitter. 

 Help make sure the park thrives in the future. Think about joining 

the Pocket Park Committee – we have a vacancy and would 

welcome new blood and new ideas. There are only three pretty 

informal meetings a year but practical support is always 

welcome. 

The park relies on the work of volunteers. In the growing season 
there is always a lot of work to do and we are grateful to all who 
help to keep the park tidy.  
 
Our tidying sessions are usually, though not always, on the third 
Saturday afternoon of the month starting at 2 p.m.  
 

Future working parties are on April 27th, May 11th 
(ahead of the park spring event), June 15th, July 20th, 
September 14th (Hay Rake), October 19th, November 16th

.  
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The pocket park website www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com  has 
information about the park and a selection of photographs. Dates of 
events and working parties can be found there.  
 
If you would like more information, to volunteer or become a Friend 
of Ashwood Acre email ashwoodacre@btinternet.com or ring Derek 
Hawley on 01604 862533. 

 

 
  

http://www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com/
mailto:ashwoodacre@btinternet.com
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News from Hartwell Guides 
 

Another Season gone, but for Hartwell Guides a new beginning.  
 
We have a new base at Hartwell Community centre. We would like 
to say a huge thank you to the community centre for coming to our 
rescue when unforeseen circumstances meant we could no longer 
meet at the school. We would also say a huge thank you to the 
school for their support over the past ten years. 
 
During the winter we have been busy making pottery poppies for 
the Remembrance Wreaths. It looked amazing. Also making Pom-
Pom Christmas decorations, it was a lot of fun and very time 
consuming!  
 
We have been working on a badge called “love yourself” which 
encourages self-esteem, confidence building and knowing that girls 
can do anything if they want it enough. 
 
The Guides will be going to camp soon with Houghton Guides which 
will be an amazing experience, living and working with Guides from 
another unit. Enjoying outdoor activates, campfire cooking, and 
even pampering ourselves after a hard day! 
 
We always have room to welcome new Guides. If you are aged 10-
14, come and give it a try. Looking forward to welcoming, some new 
faces. 
 
Hartwell Community Centre Monday evenings 6.30-8pm (not on 
Bank Holiday Mondays) 
 
 Alison, Megan, Lani, Ashleigh 
Contact Megan 07892 887204 
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1st Quinton Brownies and 1st Hartwell Rainbows 
 
We are now fully getting to grips with the new Girlguiding program 
across both Brownies and Rainbows.  
 
We were very lucky to have lovely Tracey join us as an adult leader 
for Rainbows and she is hard at work on her leadership 
qualification. We also have 2 brilliant young leaders (under 18) who 
are working on their leadership qualifications too and we currently 
have 3 fantastically energetic DofE girls helping us.  
 
In January we had to move from the Primary school and we are 
hugely grateful to the Community Centre for providing us with a 
new home. 
 
At Brownies, Autumn term was filled with a joint visit with the 
Rainbows from Owls to Behold (they were all very brave and held 
birds of prey), a joint Christmas party, we were very proud to take 
part in the village remembrance parade & service and we made all 
sorts of toys for our Toymaker badge.  
 
We are currently working on the new Be Well badge using the Feel 
Good skills builder (developing skills such as Fair Play, Personal 
Safety, Self Defence, Team Work and learning about staying 
hydrated, getting enough sleep & exercise). We also planted 
Lavender seeds as part of our Grow Your Own Badge. 
 
We have made use of having kitchen facilities to cook pancakes for 
Shrove Tuesday (and we had fun with some pancake races too) and 
decorating spring themed cupcakes (we learnt some sugar craft and 
made butterflies, bees, chicks and various other things from icing).  
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For Valentines we made heart themed magnets for loved ones. We 
are currently working on a Mother’s Day surprise and we will end 
the Spring term on an Easter theme with an Easter egg hunt and an 
Easter craft. 
 
The Rainbows have been just as busy!  Brownies and Rainbows 
currently meet together, so the Rainbows have joined in with all the 
activities above. And while Brownies worked on their Be Well 
badge, the Rainbows have done some lovely craft activities 
including making sun catchers. 
 
Brownies are now full, we had lots of lovely new girls join both 
packs in the Autumn, but we do have a couple of spaces in 
Rainbows after Easter and we run waiting lists for both.  
 
If you have a girl aged 5-7 (Rainbows) or 7-10 (Brownies) please 
register your interest at 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-
your-daughter/ (This link also works for Guides for girls older than 
10!). 
 
We also are always looking for adult help. If you have a couple of 
hours to spare on a Tuesday evening, and you are over 18, we’d 
love you to join us! Please get in touch via the website or even just 
find out more: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/ 

  

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
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Saving Roade Library 
 

Roade Junction Community Group - Update 

 

The public consultation on the County Council proposed strategy for 
the Library Service concluded on the 8th February. The County 
Council is now considering the responses and outcomes of both 
questionnaires and meetings before finalising its offer to the 
libraries being transferred to community organisations.  

We have been told this transfer could take until May, but we have 
had it confirmed that our group has been accepted to run Roade 
Library. Also ’Roade Junction Community Group’, is pleased to 
confirm that it is now fully registered as a charity and so are ready 
to take up the reins!! 

There is still a dependency on Roade Parish Council purchasing the 
library building to lease back to our group. But having voted to 
proceed RPC is now making good progress towards this goal. 

Meanwhile our group, RJCG, has been staffing the library for NCC in 
order to keep it open as it has a shortage of library staff.  We are 
finding that we are required to staff the library on most of the days 
it should be open. For this reason and our desire to extend the 
opening hours, we have appealed to our registered volunteers to 
assist and the response has been excellent. 

So, through popular demand and with agreement from NCC we are 
planning to open the library on Saturday mornings (09:00 to 13:00) 
starting in mid-April. 
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RJCG is also continuing to hold fundraising events to build our 
resources ahead of taking over the running of the library with all the 
associated costs. 

For your diaries the next event is an Easter afternoon on Thursday 
18th April, 2 to 
6pm, with 
Simnel cake, 
Easter biscuits 
and a raffle. 
Then 
hopefully 
there will be a 
grand opening 
when the 
transfer to our 
group takes 
place. 
 
We would also 
like to say a big thank you to the ‘Wine Club’ for a generous 
donation towards our running costs. 
 
 
 
See Denise Calder and Pat Brittle from The Roade Wine Club 
presenting the cheque. 
 

Thank you again for your continued support and we hope to see 
you soon at the library. 

Roger Wood - Chair  

Roade Junction Community Group 
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News from Roade Local History Society 
Bill Hudson, 1933-2019 

 

 
 

Bill Hudson on right, Derek 

Humphrey on left holding 

Roade Through the Camera, 

2009.  Derek is the smaller 

boy pictured on the cover of 

the book. 

We are very sad to report the death 

of our highly-regarded Chairman, 

Bill Hudson, on Friday 18th January.  

Bill founded our Society in 2005 and 

as a result he received a well-

deserved Most Outstanding 

Personal Contribution Heritage 

Award in July 2006.  He was an 

accomplished photographer and 

built up a wonderful collection of 

photographs of local people and 

places.  Many of these appear in 

“Roade Through the Camera”, which 

was published in 2009 and dedicated 

to his beloved wife Jean, who died in 

2004.  We shall miss him and are 

planning an annual photographic 

competition in his memory.   

 
Our Model of Roade Cutting was Highly Commended in the 
London & North Western Society 2019 Model and Engineering 
Railway Competition - great news as we heard that “the calibre of 
the entries was superb and ... it would have been justified if at least 
half of the entries had been awarded joint winners”. 
 
In February Peter Mawby gave an excellent entertaining talk about 
Roade’s Collector Cousins - Syd Humphrey and Humphrey Cripps, 
whose shared interests produced nationally important collections of 
butterflies, show birds and postage stamps.  Peter’s account of the 
famous Chartwell Stamp Collection Auctions of 2011-2012 also gave 
non-collectors a good insight into extreme philately. 
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In March Ray Rowlson gave a fascinating talk about his travels on 
The Silk Road with his wife Jenny. His wonderful photographs made 
us feel we had been on the journey ourselves, seeing the beautiful 
scenery and buildings, shopping in the markets, eating exotic food, 
meeting friendly people and learning some history too. 
 
Forthcoming events - visitors and new members always welcome. 
Unless otherwise indicated, talks take place at St. Mary’s Church 
Hall, where refreshments are available.  Admission charges:  £2 for 
members, £3 for adult non-members, 50p for children (up to 16) of 
non-members.  Members’ children up to 16 are admitted free.  
 
Wednesday 22nd May - 7.00 pm 
AGM, followed by:  Roade Remembered - images you probably 
won’t have seen before - Ron Johnson 
 
June and July - Outings TBA - see RLHS & Hartwell PC websites 
 
Wednesday 25th September - 7.30 pm 
Northampton’s First Police Force, 1836-1848 - Alex Wood 

 
The History of 72 MU RAF Roade - can you help?  
The former RAF spares and maintenance depot situated in Salcey 
Forest was active between 1942 & 1957. The Society is considering 
compiling a history of this establishment and seeks information, 
photographic images and former employee’s memories.  
 

For more information about the Society and its projects please 
visit our website:  www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk 

email:  secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk 
tel:  01604 864498 or 01604 862735 

mailto:secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk
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News and upcoming events in Salcey Forest 

 
The plucky young dragon Zog has been a hit at Salcey Forest, with 
families flocking to go round the new trail and join in with the 
adventures of Zog and his friends. The trail is under a mile and is 
mostly set out along the Elephant Trail, so is not too much for little 

legs to walk round. Although the trail can be done on its own, there 
is an activity pack available for £3, which has some extra goodies in 
it which interact with the boards along the trail – inside you’ll find a 
special lens which reveals hidden pictures along the trail, a booklet 
with fun activities, stickers and a Zog mask to help make your day 
picture perfect. 
 
This year the Forestry Commission is celebrating its centenary and is 

looking to the future as Forestry England. The Commission was 
originally set up in the aftermath of the First World War, due to 
wood being seen as a strategic resource as so much of it was used 
during the conflict, from rifle stocks to coal pit props that Britain’s 
woodlands were severely depleted. Over the years this has 
developed, with encouraging people to visit woodlands and with 
management to help wildlife, like our current partnership with 
Butterfly Conservation. 
 

In October Salcey Forest will be hosting the Forestry 100 running 
series. The event is a 10km race that forms part of a national series 
happening at 16 forests around the country to celebrate the 
Forestry Commission’s centenary year. Why not take on the 
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ultimate challenge and complete 10 of our 10k running series to run 

100km of our forest trails during our centenary year? 
 

The Salcey Forest Volunteer Group has been helping the forest, its 
wildlife and visitors by completing several projects. Around one 
pond where newts live and breed has been opened up, which keeps 
the habitat in good condition for the newts. In another area hazel 
has been coppiced to give more light to the forest floor, which will 
benefit wildflowers and butterflies and make it a good habitat for 
dormice in the area if they want to make it their home. Most 

recently the group chopped back brambles and branches to make it 
easier to walk along one of the smaller paths in the forest. If you 
would like to join in, please contact 
claire.underhill@forestryengland.uk . 
 
Visit the Salcey Forest information point or 
www.forestryengland.uk/salcey-forest  for more information 

 

 

 

mailto:claire.underhill@forestryengland.uk
http://www.forestryengland.uk/salcey-forest
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Woodland Wings Project Update 
 
Woodland Wings Quick Facts reminder: 
 
What: Conserving the butterflies and moths of the area, with a 
focus on species such as the Black Hairstreak and Wood White.  
Delivered through a programme of public engagement, surveys and 
practical habitat management. Working in partnership with the 
Forestry Commission.  
 
Where: landscape area known as the Yardley Whittlewood Ridge in 
Northamptonshire, with a focus on Salcey Forest, Yardley Chase, 
Bucknell Wood, Hazelborough Forest and Whistley Wood. 
 
When: Launched in November 2017– running to November 2020 
 
Who: Butterfly Conservation Project Officer- Caz Temple (part time 
– 2 days a week) 
 
From September – February I have been running work parties at 
Salcey Forest on the third Sunday of the month. As this was a 
completely new group, we have eased the volunteers in gently - 
running the sessions from 10am till 1pm, but from next winter we 
are probably going to work them harder (maybe until 3pm!). The 
work has been ride management to benefit Wood White and Black 
Hairstreak butterflies, concentrating on the ride to the south of the 
Horsebox carpark. It has been lovely to welcome both familiar and 
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new faces to the group. The number of participants has steadily 
increased with 14 people in attendance at the last session. I put it 
down to ordering in good weather and the refreshments!  
 
I’m currently in the process of developing a varied and interesting 
activity programme for the Summer, with the aim of providing new 
opportunities for community involvement in local conservation 
action and to Increase local knowledge of woodland butterflies and 
moths. At the time of this going to press some of the dates have yet 
been confirmed – but keep your eyes out for guided walks and 
“Meet the Moths events” at Salcey over the summer. 
 
On Saturday 4th May we will be holding a Black Hairstreak butterfly 
awareness day at Hartwell community centre.  Join us for a day of 
information sharing where you will learn about its ecology and how 
it’s being monitored. We will also be covering habitat management 
and how you can get involved to help conserve this species. This is a 
FREE event, but booking is essential.  
 
I will be at Pocket Park on 18th May, where you will get the 
opportunity to see what moths we have caught from the park and 
surrounding area the night before.  
 
I will also be launching a photography competition in May focusing 
on Butterflies, Moths and their habitats in the local area. This will 
be open to the general public to raise awareness of project by 
appealing to a wider audience, including those newly involved in 
digital photography.  
 
The moth group will be at Salcey forest on Saturday 27th July. They 
are an extremely friendly and welcoming group, so feel free to pop 
along on the night or early the next morning to see the nights catch. 
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If you are interested in general butterfly recording in the area, then 
the best way to do this is via our iRecord Butterflies app. It's very 
easy to use as you can use it whenever and wherever you are out 
and about. If you are more experienced with butterfly recording, 
then we are also looking for a transect walker for Salcey Forest. This 
is a big commitment of 26 weeks a year and is very detailed, more 
information about the scheme is here: http://www.ukbms.org/. 
 
If you need to get hold of me, then the best days are Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, but I try to pick up emails throughout the week. If you 
would like more information or to find out how to get involved, 
please contact: 
 
Caroline (or Caz) Temple, Woodland Wings Project Officer. 
Email: ctemple@butterfly-conservation.org or Tel: 07483039326 
 
A special thank you should also be given to the project funders as 
the Woodland Wings project is only possible thanks to a grant from 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF), Charitable trusts, and 
support from the Beds and Northants Butterfly Conservation 
Branch. We are also continuing and developing our partnership 
working with the Forestry Commission. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ukbms.org/
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Voluntary Drivers urgently needed in Hartwell – elderly 
and disabled villagers in YOUR community are unable to 
use crucial medical transport service due to shortage of 
drivers. 
 
TADD is a long-established local charity operating a door to door 
community transport service taking people to medically related 
appointments and services.  For the first time in over 30 years, the 
charity has a waiting list of over 100 for membership due to a 
shortage of volunteers. 
 
Geoff has been a 
volunteer driver 
with TADD for 
three and a half 
years.  Here’s his 
story.  Do you, or 
anyone you know, 
have some time to 
offer support to 
people in your 
community?   
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“My wife and young children made extensive use of TADD when I 
was working, so when I retired, I was keen to take my turn!  
 
TADD provides a crucial lifeline to elderly and disabled people in our 
village communities. Without TADD, they could not attend medical 
appointments or would have to rely on family or friends, who are 
not always available. 
 
Typically, I do two to four journeys per week, collecting the 
passenger from home, chatting on the way to and from their 
appointment at the hospital, GP or dentist.  Sometimes I 
accompany the passenger to the waiting room, otherwise I stay in 
the car and complete the crossword. 
 
I like driving, and enjoy chatting to people, so this is the best of both 
worlds.  It’s great fun, and it definitely rewards you with a sense of 
giving something back to society.” 
 
To learn more about volunteering for TADD visit 
www.towcesterareadoor2door.com or email 
volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk 

http://www.towcesterareadoor2door.com/
mailto:volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
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Do you have a small business 

or other enterprise that could 

do 

with a bit more publicity? 

 
 

An advertisement to fill this 

quarter-page could be yours 

for just £15.00 
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Footcare in the comfort of your own home 

 

 Toe and finger nail cutting 

 Corns 

 Hard skin removal 

 Diabetic Footcare 

 In-growing toe nails 

 Fungal and thickened nails 

 

Local service to Milton Keynes and surrounding 

villages 

 

We are fully trained, insured, DBS checked and 

we are registered with the accredited register of 

Foot Health Practitioners 

 

For more information or an appointment please 

contact Liz on 07545 090718 or Kirsty on 07791 

943836 

Email- healthyfeetmk@gmail.com 

Website- www.healthyfeetmk.com 

mailto:healthyfeetmk@gmail.com
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Love the store but live too far away? 

Don't worry... 

We are now online!  
New webshop up and running 24 hours a day/7 days a week. 

80% of gifts in the shop now also online, so please let friends and 

family know. 

We post to almost anywhere, with each item personally gift 

wrapped by us for you 

FREE delivery on any gift order over £50. 

Any questions or queries feel free to contact us: 

 
01604 

862019 
Jules at 

home 
Julesathome.co.uk 

or come in and speak to us.  We are open: 

Monday 9:30 am to 3.00 pm. 

Tuesday to Friday 9:30 am to 5.00 pm. 

Saturday 9:30 am to 3.00 pm. 

(Opening hours may change at busy times) 

4 South View, Roade 

NN7 2NS Northampton, Northamptonshire 
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Puzzle Page  
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