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Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is 

accurate, the Publishers accept no responsibility for any errors 

or omissions. All content must be attributable to an author: non- 

attributable material will not be published. The Deputy Clerk is 

the editor and they can be contacted by email at 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

The next edition will be produced in April 2020. 

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in 

people’s minds. 

Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside, 

£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00. There’s a 10% 

discount for repeat advertisers. 

Send your copy electronically to: 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Payment is required either by cheque made payable to Hartwell 

Parish Council and sent to the Deputy Parish Clerk or by direct 

transfer into the Parish Council bank account. Payment must be 

received before the final copy deadline. 
 

 

 

mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk.
mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about the 

presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it. In particular, if 

there are issues that you feel have been missed out, we’d like to 

know about them so they can be included in the future. You might 

even be invited to write a piece or provide a short snippet to fill a 

chatterbox. Any comments can be addressed to the Editor at 

deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk or to the 

 Chairman of the Parish Council, George Jones, at 

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  

mailto:deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Hartwell Parish Council 

Parish Clerk: Lynn Lavender 

10 Thrupp Bridge, Wootton, NN4 6AR 

Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Council is: 
 

Cllr George Jones (Chair) 01604 864100 
Cllr David Heron 01604 863622 
Cllr Hester Gallen 07896 640958 
Cllr John Budden 01604 862015 
Cllr Derek Hawley 01604 862533 
Cllr Brian Burrows 07840 759495 
Cllr Deborah Barker 
Cllr Anne Halliwell  

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 
07732326772 

  
 

The Council meets on the second Thursday of each month except 

for August when no meeting is held. Further details can be found 

on the Parish Council website- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

Meetings are held in the Lounge at Hartwell Community Centre, 

School Lane and start at 7.00 pm. 

 

All meetings are open to the public and include a public 

participation session. Contact the Parish Clerk for further 

information – clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

The agenda and minutes for each meeting are posted on the 

village noticeboards and on the Parish Council website. 

mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Editorial 

 
George Jones, Chairman of the Parish Council, writes: 
  
 Welcome to the Autumn edition of Hartbeat which includes all the 
events that have been taking place since the Spring 2019 edition. 
At the AGM meeting in May the role of Chairman was on the 
agenda and after voting took place I was re-elected, I duly accepted 
the role of chair.  
 
There’s been a change on the Parish Council in the last couple of 
months, regarding the role of our Deputy Clerk, Lisa Morris, has had 
to stand down from her role as Deputy Clerk, owing to work 
comments.  I would like to thank Lisa, on behalf of the Parish 
Council for her hard work and input over the past year. 
Our clerk Lynn Lavender, had to take Lisa’s duties as well as own in 
the short term, until a new Deputy Clerk was found.  I would like to 
thank Lynn, on behalf of the Parish Council for handling all the extra 
work that was involved. 
 
So, I am very pleased to welcome on broad, Amy Holt, who takes 
over the role of Deputy Clerk and will take some of the pressure of 
Lynn. 
To take some off the pressure Lynn and Amy, I have taken over the 
roles of the following: - 
I have direct contact with Aylesbury Mains, reporting all Street 
Lighting issues.  If there are any issues regarding street lighting 
please report these to me giving the lamp number, or location of 
lamp, i.e. Forest Road etc.  I also have direct contact with RTM 
regarding grass cutting and again any issues please report to me. 
Cllr George Jones 01604 864100  
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As Footpath Warden for the village, I would like to mention that the 
footpath known as” Cattle Creep” or KR14 that go’s under the 
Motorway, i.e. the under pass, is closed to pedestrians/walkers, 
for  the next 6 to  12 months owning to the fact that the area needs 
to be remodelled, and there will be very high volumes of 
construction vehicles using  the underpass to achieve this work.  
Can I therefore ask pedestrians/ walkers to use the diversion 
routes, they should be in place by Highways England. 
  
Just to let you that after a very long battle with Highways regarding 
the state of the drains in the village, and with the help of Councillor 
Michael Clarke, (NCC). 
I am pleased to say that during the first two weeks August, all 
drains in Hartwell have been cleaned out, there is on-going work 
for the area between Lower End and Oakleaf care, in Ashton Road, 
to be resolved soon. 
  
We are still looking for new Parish Councillors, if you have any 
spare anytime and would like to join us, please contact the Clerk, or 
any of the councillors, or come to any of the Parish Council 
meetings, which are on the second Thursday of each month at The 
Lounge at The Community Centre in School Lane, starting at 7:00 
p.m.    

 
                                                            Cllr George Jones. 
  
                                                   Chairman for Hartwell Parish Council. 
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Hartwell currently needs new members of the 

community to serve as Parish Councillors. 

 

The Parish Council represents your community and helps to keep 

it a great place to live and work...but to ensure it continues as an 

effective community voice... WE NEED YOU! 

 

You should have a positive can-do attitude and be willing to work 

as part of a team. There is training available to support you in the 

role. 

 

The Council usually meets monthly at the Community Centre. 

The meeting dates can be found on the Council Meetings 

Calendar on the Parish Council website (there is no meeting in 

August). 

 

Expressions of interest are welcomed from anyone aged 18 and 

over. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a councillor, please contact 

Lynn Lavender- Parish Clerk for further information -

clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

If you care about your community and would like to help make a 

real difference please consider putting yourself forward. 
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The reluctant parish councillor 
 
I was pretty uncertain about offering myself as a parish councillor 
towards the end of last year but there seemed to be a bit of a crisis 
for the Council – scheduled monthly meetings were on the brink of 
being cancelled because not enough councillors were available on 
the day. In the worst-case scenario, outsiders might have to be 
called in and paid fees to keep the council going, at a significant 
cost to the village. Councillors like everyone else take holidays, fall 
sick, face unexpected family demands. We need more than the 
bare minimum to keep the show on the road.  
So, with some reluctance, I offered myself for co-option. Given the 
possible crisis, it was not surprising that the other councillors 
agreed to let me join. I was reluctant for several reasons. Did the 
council need another member in his seventies? A wider age range 
would surely be a good thing (anyone from 18 upwards). Wouldn’t 
it be better if I happened to be a woman? It’s been pretty male 
dominated lately. Would anybody who noticed think I was in some 
curious way in it for myself?  Some people are always ready to 
believe that anyone who takes on a public role must be looking for 
an advantage. As it happens it was just as well, I joined as, since 
December, there have been 5 out of 9 meetings, where only the 
minimum number needed to hold a meeting have been available. 
So, my joining has served a purpose, if only to make up the 
numbers.  As many people in Hartwell who have been councillors 
over the years know, the work is important even though it may not 
seem very exciting. 
Meetings run to a formula but there are always new issues coming 
up raised by Hartwell residents, including points made by people 
who come to have their say at the public session at the beginning 
of the meeting. Some of the stuff is routine but because it often 
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concerns budgets and payments (using cash from the Council Tax 
you pay) decisions are rightly made out in the open. Village 
maintenance, street lighting, the cemetery, litter collection, dog 
bins, grants to support new village projects and organisations all 
come from this money. We would all soon notice if these things 
stopped and if councillors stopped pressing for action on potholes, 
footpaths and speeding. Planning matters are referred to the 
council though our powers tend to be limited to expressing a view 
to the District Council. There has been nothing particularly 
controversial since I joined but inevitably there will be in future and 
when it comes the council will actively represent the views of the 
village to the planners.  
Monthly meetings last about 90 minutes and, yes, there is a bit of 
preparation to do but it doesn’t need to take over your life. Most of 
the admin and routine is taken care of by our very experienced and 
knowledgeable parish clerk. The councillors are there to use their 
local knowledge and common sense to make decisions which one 
way and another affect almost everyone in the village. The work is 
voluntary and there is training. It is not white-knuckle ride exciting, 
but it is interesting, informative, and, as things get sorted and 
projects get supported, rewarding. I am no longer reluctant. I quite 
enjoy being involved. People are supportive. I just wish there were 
more of us. 
If you’re still reading, please give this some thought. It would be 
good to have more people with different perspectives and a wider 
age range around that table once a month. More people would 
mean more capacity to get things done. You’ll certainly learn new 
things and you might well enjoy doing your extra bit for Hartwell. 
Why not talk to a councillor to find out more? 
 
Derek Hawley 
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Our District Councillor, John Budden, writes: 

 
 

UPDATE ON NEW UNITARY – WEST NORTHANTS 
 

In Spring next year, you will be asked to vote for new council 
members to form a Shadow Authority – Daventry District Council 
and Northants Borough Council will do likewise. The Shadow 
Authority will oversee and monitor the activities of 
Northamptonshire County Council prior to taking over the work of 
NCC in April 2021. 
 
South Northants District Council has a budget of £13 million, the 
new authority budget will be in excess of £500 million.  I will not be 
seeking re-election and will continue to serve until April 2021. 
 
INVENTIVE STAFF AT SOUTH NORTHANTS COUNCIL 
Most planning applications are for small domestic extensions to 
family homes and approximately 90% are approved and granted by 
Planning Officers.  The major problem is the amount of paperwork 
which needs to be completed.  At SNC the senior planners have 
designed a new computerised tick-box solution which will obviously 
speed up applications but unfortunately not reduce the cost as the 
charges are set by Government not Local Authorities. 
 
Salcey Forest and the closure of the Tree Top Walk has been 
discussed by South Northants Council. A motion was passed (over 
12 months ago) to encourage Forestry Enterprise to repair the Tree 
Top Walk and open it once more. To date nothing has happened! 
We also wrote to the Secretary of State for Forestry matters – to 
date nothing has happened. Your MP Andrea Leadson has written, 
and even I have written twice (with no reply) and no action has 
resulted.   
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According to their web site Forestry Enterprise is currently 
considering changes to the access to the walk but there is no 
information on Finance or how it will be repaired.  Personally, I do 
not think that they have any intention of repairing this asset which 
cost nearly ½ million pounds. 
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REPORT FROM NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY 

COUNCILLOR 
 
There can be few worthier causes in life than helping to take care of 
children. Especially children who, through no fault of their own, 
find themselves the victims of broken or bereaved families and with 
no near family member to look after them. 
One of the many services provided by Northamptonshire County 
Council is the Children’s Service. We currently have over 1000 
children in our care and it is our aim to ensure that they receive the 
best care and best start in life that the County Council can offer. 
Some are taken into homes run by the Council; some are placed 
with agencies; others are cared for by an army of unsung heroes – 
our foster parents. 
Foster parenting is immensely valuable to the child. The care and 
love given by foster parents in the security of a family home has 
been shown to be one of the best ways to nurture children in the 
all-important early stages of their journey into adulthood. In 
reading this I hope to stimulate your interest in becoming a foster 
parent.  
There are a few initial questions before beginning your fostering 
journey: 

• Do you have a spare bedroom? 

• Do you have no convictions for offences against children? 

• Do you have the time and living situation to foster a child or young 

person? 

• Do you have the physical and mental fitness to look after a child or 

young person? 

If you can answer “yes” to all of these questions, you could become 
a foster parent with the County Council. It could be the beginning 
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of a new phase in your life. You would be helping a young, 
vulnerable child – and you would be provided with the right care, 
training and financial support to enable you to succeed and enjoy 
the role of being a foster parent. 
Following an expression of interest, the fostering process takes 
approximately 20 weeks. It will begin with exploratory discussions 
with members of the Council’s Children’s Social Care with no 
obligation. So, if you are interested, or you know someone who 
might be interested, you are encouraged to read a little more about 
what foster parenting entails. You can do this by downloading the 
following page from the NCC website: 
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-
families-education/adoption-fostering/fostering/Pages/how-do-i-
foster.aspx 
 

NCC Cllr.Michael Clarke (Hackleton & Grange Park 
Division) 
 
E Mail: MClarke@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/adoption-fostering/fostering/Pages/how-do-i-foster.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/adoption-fostering/fostering/Pages/how-do-i-foster.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/adoption-fostering/fostering/Pages/how-do-i-foster.aspx
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Hartwell 

Village Watch 
 

 
 
 
Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to 
make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work. 
The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and 
their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local 
environment.  
 
 

Sharing Village Watch Information  
Our Village Watch Co-ordinator is Judy Webster   

who can be contacted as follows: - 
Telephone: 01604 862809  

Mobile: 07801 345232 
email: heyjudew@live.co.uk 

 
 

We post some relevant updates on Facebook via Hartwell Village 
Community Group.  
Village Watch also forwards local crime reports to the Hartwell Parish 
Council website:- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
If you would like to receive neighbourhood alert emails directly, you can 
register your details at 
 https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join 
 
 
As part of the relaunch of the Doorstep Action Network (DAN), 
Northamptonshire Police is teaming up with Trading Standards to appeal 

mailto:heyjudew@live.co.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join
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to people with elderly relatives to help prevent them from becoming a 
victim of doorstep crime. 

 

DAN brings together members of public, private, public, charity, and 
community sector organisations, alongside the police and local 
authorities, to all work together against criminals who look to exploit 
vulnerable people on their own doorsteps for financial gain. 

 

Whether you are caring for a family member, working as a professional 
in the community care or community safety field, or just keeping an eye 
out for a neighbour, you may be the only person that has regular 
contact with an elderly person and can play a vital role in preventing 
them from becoming a victim. 

 Doorstep crime can come in many forms, from distraction burglaries to 
rogue traders looking to make a quick sale. 

 
Crime Prevention Manager, Laura Jones, said: “The message we want 
people to make their elderly relatives aware of is simple – if you’re not 
sure, don’t open the door.” 

 
“We are asking anyone who has contact with an elderly or vulnerable 
person to pass on this gentle crime prevention reminder to help 
prevent them from becoming a victim of doorstep crime”. 

 
“Distraction burglaries and other forms of doorstep crime often have a 
much more devastating effect on their victims than just the loss of 
money.” 

 

“They make a person, especially the elderly, feel exceptionally 
vulnerable and unsafe in their own homes, with past studies indicating 
that life expectancy decreases after you’ve been a victim of this type of 
crime”. 

 

“I would encourage people to pass on our DAN advice, which is 
available in leaflet form and via our website, and display the DAN 
sticker on front doors, which lets people know that cold callers are not 
welcome.” 
 
 



16 
 

https://www.northants.police.uk/advice/advice-and-
information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/dc/doorstep-crime-action-
network/ or https://bit.ly/2Mi1ioa  

 

Cllr Jason Smithers, Northamptonshire County Council cabinet member 
for highways and place, said: “We are advising people not to deal with 
unexpected cold callers offering any kind of service or trying to sell you 
something on your doorstep. 

 
“We’ve had reports of rogue traders carrying out poor quality repairs 
and charging inflated prices, sometimes even driving the victim to the 
bank to withdraw money or threatening them”. 

 

“In many cases these criminals try to take advantage of elderly and 
vulnerable people, which is why we’re also asking friends, relatives, 
neighbours and carers to be on their guard and look out for their loved 
ones.”  

 What can you do to protect the person you care for?  
 • Reinforce the message “if you’re not sure, don’t open the door’  

 
• Display a DAN sticker to discourage unwanted callers. These 

are available by contacting the Citizens Advice Consumer 
Service on 03454 04 05 06  

 
• Make the person aware that they are never required to open 

their door to unexpected callers and that it is not rude to send 
someone away  

 • Explain the tactics used by rogue doorstep traders and 
distraction burglars.  

 
• Advise them not to keep money in the house and to keep 

credit cards, debit cards, cheque books, savings books and any 
other valuables in a safe place  

 • Encourage them to set up passwords with their utility 
companies 

 • Help them ensure that the outside of their property is well 
maintained 

 • If they need any home improvement work carried out, help 

https://www.northants.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/dc/doorstep-crime-action-network/
https://www.northants.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/dc/doorstep-crime-action-network/
https://www.northants.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/dc/doorstep-crime-action-network/
https://bit.ly/2Mi1ioa
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them to select a Trading Standards approved trader by 
contacting the ‘Buy with Confidence’ scheme on 01392 383430 
or buywithconfidence.gov.uk. Alternatively, information about 
‘Trustmark’, the Government Endorsed Trader Quality Scheme, 
can be found at https://www.trustmark.org.uk 

 

As the nights draw in and winter approaches, detectives from 
Operation Crooked are warning the public that burglars love it 
when the clocks go back and to encourage them to make their 
homes as hard a target as possible to hit. 

 

With many people looking forward to the extra hour in bed on 
Sunday, October 27, burglars are looking forward to the cover of 
darkness winter brings, as this darkness helps them to commit their 
crimes. 

 

Detective Sergeant Terry Rush from Northamptonshire Police’s 
Burglary Team, said: “Darkness really is a burglar’s best friend and 
every year, we see a spike in the number of burglaries committed 
during the winter months. 

 “Most burglars look for a soft target – homes without lights on that 
look unoccupied or homes which look insecure and easy to break into. 

 “By leaving a light on while you’re out, especially using a timer, you 
really will reduce your chances of being burgled. 

 

Similarly, we’d advise people to always keep their windows and doors 
locked and to not leave valuable items in view of anyone who may be 
looking for easy pickings. Please don’t leave keys within easy reach 
either. 

 

“We also recognise the huge benefits technology now has in terms of 
home security with things such as alarms, video doorbells and other 
remote monitored security cameras really helping us out in terms of 
investigating and preventing burglaries.  

 “Operation Crooked aims to make Northamptonshire a hostile 
environment for burglars and we hope that the public follow our 

https://www.trustmark.org.uk/
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advice and help us to make sure that there are no easy pickings for 
burglars in this county.” 

 
If you notice any suspicious activity in your area, please call the police 
on 101. For more advice on what you can do to protect your home 
this winter, please visit: www.northants.police.uk/crimeprevention 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Village Watch- Together we can make a difference 
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St John the Baptist Church is part of the Salcey Benefice, the other 
churches being at Ashton, Courteenhall and Roade  
 
Service patterns for a month are as follows: 
1st Sunday     Communion Praise   10.30am 
                        Pizza, Praise and Puppets                4.30pm 
2nd Sunday     Morning Praise     10.30am 
3rd Sunday     Parish Communion  9.15am 
                        Pop Up Praise                                   4.30pm 
4th Sunday     Morning Praise     10.30am 
5th Sunday this will be a Benefice Service at one of the four parish 
churches in the Benefice.  
 
Full details of our services can be found on our notice board, in 
SHARE or on the web site 
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/ 
If you are not a subscriber, new subscriptions to SHARE can be 
obtained from Alvin Barby, 2 Hartwell Road, Roade, (863470). 
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) would like to thank the Parish 
Council for their continuing support in grants for the upkeep of the 
churchyard. These are used for mowing the grass and hopefully in 
the future for keeping the hedge under control too. 
We often get comments as to how good the churchyard looks and 
even more so this summer when the railings were painted for 
which we are grateful to those who helped, Wendy and Trevor 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/
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Beard, Val and Dave Edwards, George Jones, Carol and John Buck. It 
was a dirty tedious job but what a transformation they have made. 
We would also like to thank those who came to help with the 
churchyard tidy. Val Edwards, Louise Brack, John and Carol Buck, 
Susan Cross, John and Christine Brooks, and Val Jackson. Ian and 
Susan Cross carried on with this work to clear graves and around 
the churchyard of weeds, self-set trees and other undesirable 
items, and we are especially grateful to Ian for his hard work.  
 
Can we take this opportunity to remind everyone that artificial 
flowers are not allowed on graves and from January they will be 
removed by the PCC. Seasonal wreaths (which may be artificial) 
should be removed within one month of the festival.  
 
The Summer Fete and Strawberry Teas were a great success. Thank 
you to all who supported us and if you didn’t make it this year 
perhaps we will see you in 2020. 
 
The Archway Trust continues its work with families in our Benefice 
with Sue Clutterham at the helm ably supported by a dedicated 
committee. From Hartwell, Ian and Fi Messenger put a lot of 
thought and hard work into the regular services of Pizza, Praise and 
Puppets and Pop Up Praise. These are fun services aimed at 
children and their families. If you haven’t been to one, you don’t 
know what you’re missing! As with all our services a warm welcome 
awaits you. 
 
We are still in the process of investigating the removal of some of 
the pews and will give an update as soon as we can. The wheels of 
bureaucracy turn very slowly. 
 
Some people give regularly to help the church’s finances, and the 
way this is done is changing to a more efficient method. This is the 
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Parish Giving Scheme whereby donations can be made monthly, 
quarterly or annually, and any tax can be reclaimed and returned to 
the church. The way the Scheme runs lessens the workload for the 
Treasurer. If you would like to join the Scheme, which can be 
anonymous, please contact Susan Cross or Denise Brack for the 
appropriate forms. 
 
Rev Mike Burton will be leaving us in February for pastures new 
and early retirement. He has been incumbent since 2002 and feels 
that now is the time to step down. We will be sad to see him go but 
hope that he and his wife Pat enjoy the new challenges this change 
will bring them. 
 
Future Dates in 2019 
7th December Christmas Fayre 2.00 till 4.00 pm in church. 
15th December Carols by Candlelight 6.00pm. 
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Health Walks in Hartwell continue to provide opportunities 
for people to take free, easy and beneficial exercise. You 
don't need any specialist equipment; just dress sensibly for 
the weather and wear appropriate footwear. There's no 
need to book; just turn up on the day! Over the next few 
months, walks are taking place on the following dates: 

 
26th October 2nd November 23rd November 

7th December 28th December 4th January  

25th January  1st February  22nd February  

7th March  28th March  4th April  

   

All these walks are held on the 1st and 4th Saturdays of 
each month and set off from the Hartwell Club in Forest 
Road at 11.00 am.  The walks are between 3 and 4 miles 
and go outside of the village.  The walks last about 90 
minutes. After the walk, refreshments are provided at the 
Church. 

 

Make a note in your diary now! 

For more details, contact 
George Jones on 864100 
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Preschool has had another fantastic start to our academic year with 
our children all settling in very well and happily together.  
During the last academic year, we held a fantastic array of events 
made possible by the tireless work of our Committee. They were 
enjoyed by all and have enabled us to purchase educational 
resources alongside our graduation gowns and new sunshades for 
the outside area. 
We would like to thank last year’s committee and officers for all the 
hard work they put in.  
Preschool has formed a new committee with our existing Chair and 
Secretary, and we welcome our new treasurer this year. They have 
lots of new ideas and are very excited to begin planning lots of family 
friendly events.   
Our first ever graduation ceremony was a huge success and we were 
so proud of all our children for their impeccable behaviour. It was a 
lovely way to say goodbye to our leavers and wish them and their 
parents well on their next step to Primary School. There were big 
smiles from the children and some teary eyes from parents and staff!  
The children also hugely benefitted from our new sun canopies 
during all the sun we had in the summer! A big thank you to Chris 
Hurst at Calibre Projects for giving up his time to fit them for us. 
Our Mini Explorers session continues to be very popular. We have 
already been busy outside exploring our local area having lots of fun.  
We have started our ‘Early Birds’ club which is pre bookable and runs 
every morning from 8:45am – 9:15pm to enable parents a little more 
flexibility in the mornings.   
We have also started our ‘Little Borrowers’ library in Pre School. The 
children can come and choose a book, find their library card and take 
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home to read with family and friends. It’s lovely to see the children 
engaging so well with this and developing their love of reading. 
We are very excited to be holding a Christmas disco this year in place 
of our usual Fayre. This will be held on Sunday 22nd December at 
Hartwell Community Centre. For more information and updates on 
our events, please like Hartwell Pre School on Facebook. 
Thank you to KG Smith for their recent very generous donation. 
We have spaces for this academic year, we can enrol children half 
termly. If you would like to register your child please email Keira Cox 
at hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk or visit us at Hartwell Community 
Centre, School Lane for a form. We welcome any parents and 
children who may be interested in seeing Pre School in action to 
contact us via the above email address or to call Elaine Andrews – 
Pre School Leader on 07522 924733 to arrange a visit.  

mailto:hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk
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Hartwell Primary School 
 

A Church of England Academy 

 

News from Hartwell Primary School 
 

It seems only a couple of weeks since we waved goodbye to Year 6 
and started the summer holidays; it’s hard to believe that we are 
already in Autumn! We were very proud of our Year 6s that left 
back in July: they are a fantastic group of children who embody 
everything our school represents, so we know that they will 
continue to be successful at secondary school. 
Our Key Stage 2 SATs results were again well above national 
average; we were particularly pleased with our progress measures 
which showed the children in Year 6 made above average progress 
in reading and well above average progress in writing and maths. A 
great achievement! 
When we fondly wave goodbye to one group of children, we 
warmly welcome our new Class R children. Mrs Cameron has joined 
the team as the new teacher in Class R. Both Mrs Cameron and the 
children have settled in incredibly well making a great team. In fact, 
the whole school feels a great place to be, with children and staff 
continuing to work well together. 
Over the past year, Mrs McCulloch has been driving forward further 
improvements to our school library: enhancing the environment 
and adding to our range of books. Each year we update our fiction 
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section with the latest title and we have been focused on 
fundraising to grow our non-fiction section to ensure that our 
children have a balanced reading diet with content that is of 
interest to them. As well as in school fundraising, we have been 
incredibly fortunate to be the beneficiary of a couple of generous 
donations. A huge thank you to K.G Smith and the Produce Show 
for the donations we have received. We have been able to 
purchase even more books! 
We have recently been awarded the ‘School Games Gold Award’; a 
fantastic achievement which recognises the quality of provision and 
commitment the school has to sports and physical activity. We are 
really lucky that we have Mrs Parker to organise this all for us. As 
part of this we offer a range of extra-curricular sports clubs, 
including less common activities, such as cheerleading and kurling. 
We are continuing to look for opportunities to develop our extra-
curricular clubs offer. We are about to launch a Lego Club, which 
children and staff are equally as excited about. We have some Lego 
at school but would love some more – any donations of Lego that is 
no longer wanted would be gratefully received! 
 
Mrs Jamie Pardon 
Headteacher 
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General services and utilities 
 

Anglian Water 0800 771881 

Emergency health advice 111 

Power cut - any supplier 105 

Mailing list preference service 08457 034599 

National Gas 0800 111999 

Police 101 

Royal Mail 08457 740740 

Trading standards 707900 

Education  

Hartwell Church of England Primary School  

Headteacher: Jamie Pardon 862880 

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce 862880 

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus 862125 

Willison Centre 864581 

Hartwell Pre-school group: Kiera Cox hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk  

              Government 
 

MP: Andrea Leadsom 01327 353124 

County Councillor: Michael Clarke 890832 

District Councillor: John Budden 862015 

Northants County Council offices 0300 126 1000 

South Northants Council offices 01327 322322 

  

mailto:hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk
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Village amenities 

 

area code is 01604 

except where 

otherwise given 

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley 862533 

Community Centre Hall: 

Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 

 

Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Club 862497 

Hartwell PO and Store 862205 

Hartwell Village Watch: Judy Webster 862809 

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Janet Fallows 863413 

Rose & Crown public house 862393 

St John the Baptist Church  

Rev Mike Burton 862284 

Churchwarden: Denise Brack 862531 

Secretary: Susan Cross 863653 

Village groups  

Hart & Soul Community Choir: Jane Austin 07811 939566 

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: Sarah Sheard 859116 

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle 863329 

Hartwell Youth Club: Jenny Evans 624611 

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths 862708 

Women’s Institute: Claire Griffiths 862708 

 

 

mailto:Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk
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Hartwell Youth Club 
This is an activity-based youth project aimed at promoting and 
developing social, emotional and physical well-being. Delivered by 
optional structured activities ranging from creative projects, sport 
and cookery with youth work contact. Providing support to young 
people during their transition from lower to upper school.  The 
youth club aims to provide a safe and supported environment for 
young people to meet and relax with their friends. Also, to 
encourage peer support and allow for additional 1-1 support, 
advice and guidance from youth work staff. For more information 
contact jenny@cypn.org or pop in and see us any Monday. 
 
We are planning this coming year to have a more active role within 
the community, look out for our community engagement activities: 

* HALLOWEEN poster for senior residence of Hartwell asking 
politely not to knock 

* Poppy rock painting for remembrance 

* Christmas appeal for tins for local food bank 

*Spring clean-up within the village 

If you would like to get involved with Hartwell Youth Club as a 
volunteer/ young leader contact us. 
 

                                   

mailto:jenny@cypn.org
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There are 2 sure facts about babies!  They are adorable, and they 
change your life!  This is why we have another change of Choir 
leader at Hart and Soul.   
 
Katie Teage, who has been with us for 2 ½ years, started a family in 
January, but has taken the difficult decision to leave us to 
concentrate on work nearer to home, and her baby son.  She had 
planned to continue but we knew she didn’t quite know what 
having a baby meant, when she told us she would be singing all 
through her labour! 
 
We’ve really enjoyed the variety and breadth of songs that Katie 
has taught us, and her gentle but effective teaching style.  Not to 
mention her lovely sense of humour and enthusiasm. She will be 
greatly missed, but sadly we couldn’t all move to Watford as she 
would have liked us to do! 
 
Fortunately, we have found a replacement choir leader called Anna 
Lusty, who promises to be every bit as exciting as Katie is.  Anna 
moved from Yorkshire where she was leading 4 community choirs, 
so she is very well qualified to take on Hart and Soul.  
 
Anna will join us after half-term, ready to begin songs for our 
Christmas concert, on Friday 20th December, at 7.30 pm, in 
Hartwell Community Centre.  We are already practising ‘California 
Dreaming’ and Queen’s ‘Crazy Little Thing Called Love’. 
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All the profits from our Christmas concert will be donated to the 
Alzheimers Society, which supports those in the community who 
suffer from any form of dementia.   
 
Since moving to Hanslope Village Hall, we have attracted several 
new members from the village, including some gentlemen for our 
bass section.  Our concert and open evening at Hanslope, for family 
and friends, was very well attended.  We raised £233.00 for the 
Samaritans, from the raffle and refreshments. 
 
Although we now practice at Hanslope, we are still ‘Hartwell’s’ 
choir!  Don’t let Hanslope take us over! Come and join us!  
Travelling to Hanslope takes around 10 minutes, so distance is no 
barrier.  If transport is a problem, contact me and I will see if we 
can arrange a lift share for you.   
 
Hart and Soul Community choir meets every Wednesday evening, 
7.45 – 9.30 pm, during school term time, at Hanslope Village Hall 
MK19 7NZ.  We welcome all, and you don’t have to audition.   
Please see our website for more information: 
www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk 
 
See you at our Christmas Concert! 
 
Jane Austin 
 
 

 

 

http://www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk/
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust  

(registered charity 800622    

 
 

Life on the Hartwell allotments this year has been busy, the spells of 

hot weather coupled with the lack of sufficient rainfall when most 

needed may have been a bit of a challenge, but overall most 

allotmenteers have again reaped the benefits of their labour come 

harvesting time. The Trust is proud to be able to provide just over 3 

acres of land for the provision of rented allotments for the village 

residents. The land, divided between two sites, is situated at Folly 

Lane and Ashton Road and is managed by the trust, it is not council 

owned. Both allotment sites have access to running water are within 

easy walking distance to all.   

 

Cultivating and maintaining an allotment can be hard work but it is 

still popular and definitely has its rewards. We have welcomed 

several newcomers on both sites this year and although there is at 

present a short waiting list, regardless of your experience we would 

be pleased to hear from any of you interested in obtaining a plot.   

The allotment community is very friendly and welcomes all new 

comers, so if you are interested in cultivating an extra bit of ground 

and would like to try your hand at growing some fruit, vegetables or 

flowers and would like to join us please contact us for further 

information. 
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Brian Burrows - secretary  Janet Fallows - chair 

tel: 07840 759495   tel: 07831 520097 
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Hartwell Tuesday Circle 

Have you got lots planned for this forthcoming autumn and winter 
months? If not, then why not join us at the Tuesday Circle twice a 
month for a very informal gathering and entertainment. We meet 
on the first and third Tuesdays at 2 o'clock in the Community 
Centre in School Lane. We have welcomed a few new members this 
year and I hope they have been made to feel welcome. The fact 
that they are still returning makes me think we do. 

We charge a very modest annual subscription of £10 and then 
£2.50 per session which helps towards the hire of the hall, speakers 
and refreshments.  

This year we have had some very varied talks and outings and in 
2020 we have planned some more such as Sweet Memories, 
Lasting Power of Attorney, Mediaeval Northampton and the First 
Police Force and we are always thinking of new ways to entertain 
our members. 

On November 5th we will be regaled by the very talented Hartwell 
School choir and on the 19th a light-hearted look at the festive 
season. On December 3rd we will have our usual Christmas lunch 
out and then a party on December 17th in the hall together with 
musical entertainment. At present, we are planning our 2020 
calendar which looks to be as interesting as this year. 

Please come along or give me a ring on 862708 if you have any 
queries about the group. 

 

Claire Griffiths 
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Hartwell Women's Institute 
 

 

 

 

Ever thought of joining the W.I.? Then come along at 7.45 on the 
first Thursday of the month to The Lounge in the Community 
Centre in School Lane.  

We try to provide a wide range of activities from talks about 
forensic pathology to trips to the theatre and Christmas meals out 
so I am sure there is something which will appeal to you. 

We are busy planning our 2020 calendar and so far have a social 
event in January which is the month we also collect subscriptions, 
something 'crafty' in February and Alternative Therapy in March. 
We will be having a quiz night with cheese and wine in April and 
either a theatre trip or visit to the newly refurbished Delapre Abbey 
in May. In June we will be having our very popular BBQ and then 
memories of Costa Rica in July.  

 
If any of this sounds interesting to you then please either give me a 
call on 862708 or just come along on the first Thursday in the 
month at 7.45 in the Community Centre. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there sometime. 
 
Claire Griffiths 
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park 
Green Flag Community Award 2019/20 

 
It may seem that not much changes in the pocket park but if you 
visited every day for a year there would be something new every 
day. We’re into autumn now, berries and turning leaves, so what’s 
new in Ashwood Acre since last spring? 
 

• Our fifth Green Flag Community Award. We’ve entered for this 

national award every two years since 2011. Having a judge come 

and look at the park helps keep us on our toes and make sure the 

park stays a high-quality green space. In May the Green Flag Award 

judge came to take a look at Ashwood Acre and clearly liked what 

she saw. When the results came in July it was very encouraging to 

read the best report we’ve ever had, putting Hartwell Pocket Park 

in the top rank of community parks. You can see the report on the  

pocket park website –  www.hartwellpocketpark@weebly.com . 

 

• Wildlife Trust wildflower survey in July. Two people from the 

Wildlife Trust spent a morning in the park to provide a report on 

what progress is being made in establishing a bigger population of 

wildflowers. It’s six year since our last survey. Informal feedback 

after the survey told us that we are making slow but significant 

progress. The area we call the meadow is one of the less successful 

http://www.hartwellpocketpark@weebly.com
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parts but the area towards the bottom of the park beyond the 

picnic bench is richer is species. The beds we sowed with 

wildflower seed last year have improved and have provided for a 

range of pollinators. They are a bit untidy, but they are doing a job. 

Who would have thought those thuggish ribworts would offer so 

many opportunities for pollinators with their minute cream 

flowers? Pollination is not just about bees. There are hundreds of 

insect species out there doing the job, some of them very small 

indeed, and it’s good to know the park is making a contribution. 

 

• Another successful community event in May. Thanks to everyone 

who came, donated plants or cash or helped to set up and run our 

summer event. This is a community event, partly to showcase the 

park, though, after expenses, it does raise useful funds. A good 

number of people of all ages came to see the mobile farm, buy 

plants, find out about the moths trapped in several locations in the 

village overnight before the event, support the WI, enjoy Penny’s 

ice cream and have a good chat over refreshments while just 

enjoying the park.  

 
 

• William fruited but Katy died. Back in 2011, at the time of the royal 

wedding, we planted two fruit trees to the right of the butterfly 

bank – a William pear and a Katy apple. For the first time since then 

we had pears on the tree in 2019. Unfortunately, the apple tree has 

died because rabbits have chewed through the bark right round the 

base of the trunk. There’s no way back for this tree which turned 

out not to be a Katy apple anyway as we could tell when it started 

to bear fruit. We’ll replace the tree during the winter in the hope 

that this time the labelling will be more reliable, and we’ll have the 

genuine article rather than an imposter in the park. 
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• Hay rake and hot dogs. The mown hay we raked away in 

September was the best ever – light and sweet smelling – an 

excellent addition to the pile we’ve been building up over the years 

as a habitat for grass snakes and slow worms. Thanks to all who 

helped. 

Thanks to all who have worked in the park and supported us 
through the year. We’re grateful too for the continuing financial 
support of the Parish Council and the Hartwell Produce Show. We 
have park tidying sessions monthly from February to November on 
a Saturday afternoon. The last session of 2019 is on November 16th 

and the first of 2019 on February 22nd   both at 2 p.m.  We have a 
vacancy on the park committee and we need new blood. Could you 
be the person we need to bring new energy and ideas to the park? 
Give us a call! Our website is a good source of information and can 
be found at www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com. If you would like 
more information, to volunteer or become a Friend of Ashwood 
Acre please email ashwoodacre@btinternet.com or contact Derek 
Hawley on 01604 862533. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com/
mailto:ashwoodacre@btinternet.com
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Saving Roade Library 
 

Roade Junction Community Group - Update 

 

 

Hurrah!! Great News 
Following our opening ceremony on Oct 2nd we took over the 
running of Roade Library. 
We are now a fully registered charity and all income from our fund 
raising will be used to run and improve the library hub for the 
benefit of villagers in this area. 
In the short term we are leasing the building from 
Northamptonshire County Council and have signed an agreement 
to provide the library service in what will now be a Community 
Hub. In exchange the County Council will supply books and a library 
management system. 
Roade Parish Council, who are our joint venture partners, will be 
purchasing the building early in the new year (after repairs are 
completed) and we will then switch leases across to them. 
We are calling the building ‘Roade Junction Community Hub’ and 
will be expanding the range of activities we offer, including 
entertainment, for example One-man, one-women shows, 
readings, recitals, talks and more. Plus, new clubs and special 
interest groups. Rhymetime for young children will still be running 
on Wednesday 11:00 to 11:30am 
Of course, we will still be providing a full library service, bus passes, 
blue badges, printing and photocopying and as now we will have 
refreshments during our Friday afternoon opening (Home-made 
cake and tea/coffee). 
Here are a few pictures of the Grand opening, which was broadcast 
on ITV Anglia news on Wednesday evening. 
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Handing over the Library Keys to Roade 
Junction Community Group, by Anne Lovely, 
Strategic Manager of NCC Libraries. 

Cutting the ribbon!! Mark Currell Roade 
Primary headmaster, with Jake, his oldest 
pupil and Matilda his youngest, 
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Please note we will soon be launching our Roade Library-Hub 
membership, which allows you to support the library through a 
subscription and includes a Roade library badge, and an invitation 
to two special events through the year. We will be distributing 
information on this in the next few weeks. 
We have a number of events coming up: - 
Book Tombola and Cookies on Saturday 26th Oct 10 to 12 am  
Halloween Kites for children 5-10 yrs., where we will make and 

Melina, an excellent 
cellist who played for us 
at special occasion 

The general hubbub after the 
opening ceremony. 
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then fly a Halloween shaped kite. This will be on Wednesday 30th 
Oct 3:00 to 5:00pm. 
 
Our first big fundraising event will be a one man show with Steve 
Dimmer (21st Nov 7:00 for 7:30pm start), where he will be giving us 
a sample of the best of Victoria Wood, he is very funny!! The tickets 
are available from the library and include 
wine/juices/tea/coffee/nibbles. Or email me at 
rogerwood01@icloud.com and I will send them to you. 
Watch out on social media for other events and activities at our 
community hub. 

Thank you again for your continued support and we hope to see 
you soon at the library. 

Roger Wood  

Roade Junction Community Group 

mailto:rogerwood01@icloud.com
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News from Roade Local History Society 
 

We are delighted that RLHS has received a Northamptonshire Heritage 
Forum Award for our Roade Cutting event against strong competition.  
Many thanks to all who helped and supported us.   

 
In April Tony Clarke, MP for Northampton South 1997-2005, told us a very 
interesting and entertaining inside story about his experiences as a local 
councillor and MP.  His determination to represent the interests of his 
constituents got him into trouble and even danger when he refused to 
toe the party line. The machinations involved were shocking as well as 
comic and it was good to hear that he sometimes had the last laugh. 
 
In May Ron Johnson showed us photographs harvested from the 'Roade 
Remembered' and 'Pianoforte Supplies Ltd' Facebook groups.  The 
photographs were new to most of the audience and we were able to 
gather useful information about the people, places and events depicted. 
It was an enjoyable evening which brought back memories for many and 
was interesting for new residents as well. 
 
In July Wendy Page gave us an excellent tour of Furtho and Cosgrove.  
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed seeing the remarkable buildings and 
hearing fascinating stories, some featuring people connected with Roade.  
See more info and photos on our website. 
 
In September Alex Wood entertained us with a lively account of 
Northampton’s first police force, formed in 1836 and not welcomed by 
the public. The recruits varied - some did well, others drank on duty or 
proved to be slow and unfit.  It was not a job for old men. 
 
Forthcoming events - visitors and new members always welcome. 
Unless otherwise indicated, talks take place at St. Mary’s Church Hall, 
where refreshments are available.  Admission charges:  £2 for members, 
£3 for adult non-members, 50p for children (up to 16) of non-members.  
Members’ children up to 16 are admitted free.  
 



44 
 

Wednesday 11th December - 7.30 pm 
Christmas Event 
 
Saturday 18th January  
Members' New Year Lunch at Roade Bowls Club 
 
Wednesday 26th February - 7.30 pm 
In the Thick of it: Northampton's contribution to the Best Possible Health 
Care for the nation - Dr Andrew Jeffrey 
 
Wednesday 25th March - 7.30 pm 
Horton Hall - one of Northamptonshire's lost Country Houses - Maureen 
Williams  

 
The History of 72 MU RAF Roade - can you help?  
The former RAF spares and maintenance depot situated in Salcey Forest 
was active between 1942 & 1957. Please contact us if you have any 
information, photographs or former employee’s memories.  
 

For more information about the Society and its projects please  
visit our website:  www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk  

email: secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk  tel: 864498 or 862735 

mailto:secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk
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 “What goes on in the green metal building?” 
 
An unusual way to start an article, but I saw this comment on the 
village facebook page recently and it made me smile. I’ve lived in 
Hartwell for five years and drive by the Community Centre 
everyday to and from work, and I’ve always wondered myself what 
went on.  
 
Having recently joined the committee (I’ll introduce myself at the 
end of this article), I now know very well what “goes on”, but the 
comment reminded me that we have a very valuable village asset 
and not everyone knows what happens at the HCC 
 
So what is (and has been) going on in the HCC (or should it be 
known as the GMB?)  since the last edition of Hartbeat? 
 
Back in June, we held our AGM. During this , we formed a new 
committee with Jodie joining as Secretary , myself as chair & Anna 
and Susan joining as co-opted members. Roy, Lynne , Andy and 
Amanda remained on the committee having volunteered another 
year of their time (thank you!). We also said goodbye to Evelyn and 
Alison who both stood down having served the HCC well (again, 
thank you!).  
 
One of the first major decisions of the new committee was over the 
future direction of the “The Lounge”. As many will know, 
unfortunately we took the difficult decision to close the lounge. 
Footfall was starting to decline and as such, the lounge became 
finanicially unviable. This however gave us the opportunity to 
rethink the short term use of the Lounge – this has allowed the pre-
school to offer an early birds session and gives us the option to 
bring in new users, the first of which “Hartbeeps”, joined us in 
October. In parallel, we also had a good clear out and a full 
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decoration (thanks to the pre-school committee!), 
We do however remain open to ideas regarding the use of the 
Lounge, so drop me a line if you have any ideas. 
 
In addition to revamping the lounge, we’ve undertaken some much 
needed work to the HCC. The floor was deep cleaned and is now 
nice and shiny. The lighting upgrade project has been completed 
and we are now fully LED, reducing energy use and saving money. 
We’ve also made a significant upgrade the security of the site, by 
comprehensively upgrading all the locks inside and out. This not 
only makes the site more secure, but also makes assessing the site 
a lot easier too. 
 
Sadly, the topic of security leads me onto lesser pleasant news. 
Unfortunately over the last few months, the HCC has been subject 
to a number of acts of vandalism. We’ve had two instances of 
vandalism to the safety fences, theft of the gate lock, a smashed 
window, damage to the playground , vandalism to the MUGA and 
more recently, a bin fire (ie, arson). The latter could have resulted 
in the HCC building catching fire as the fire was only a few metres 
away from the building. 
You will have all seen the posts online and the debate surrounding 
the reasons why it happens. All I ask, please, is this stops. Not only 
does it waste resources (of the committee, and the emergency 
services), but it diverts funds away from exciting and interesting 
projects that we are working on. We are close to installing CCTV 
which will enable to police to indentify the culprits, but we’d rather 
this just stops. Please, if you are involved, or know those who are – 
have a word please, before the building gets seriously damaged,  or 
worse still, someone gets injured. 
 
On a happier note, having now completed the majority of the 
maintance in the HCC, we can divert our attention to bringing some 
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exciting activities to the village. We have the Christmas Market on 
the 1st December ; Hart & Soul Choir will be performing on the 20th 
December and we have “Dick Whittington” as our annual 
pantomine on the 27th December. Please keep an eye on Facebook 
for details and how to secure your tickets. 
 
We are “almost there” with the playground project and I hope by 
the time the next article is published we will have a brilliant new 
playground on the playing field. Having seen the plans, the children 
(and adults) of the village are in for a real treat! 
 
Finally, I did say I’d introduce myself. I’m Kieran, your new chair. Ive 
lived in Hartwell since 2014, having moved from East Northants, 
where I lived since from 2005. I went to University in Loughborugh, 
grew up in Kent and schooled in South East London (my claim to 
fame is spilling coffee down the trousers of one of the school 
alumnus – Sir Mick Jagger, oops!) 
My partner is from Sunderland (I still struggle with that accent!) 
and we have little boy who’s two.  We’re a family that comes from 
the far corners of the country, but we’ve made Hartwell our family 
home and we love living here and that’s the reason why I wanted to 
volunteer as a committee member. The village has been good to us, 
made us feel welcome and I wanted to give back some of my time 
to help. 
Our committee may be full, but we’d welcome any volunteers who 
want to make a diffierence, add value and make a positive 
contribution to our community centre. Drop me a line if you have 
any ideas; big or small. 
 
Ive just had my first mince pie of 2019, so it seems OK to say – have 
a great Christmas and New Year 
 
Kieran    (Chair@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk) 
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News and upcoming events in Salcey Forest 

 
The sights, scents and sounds of autumn make the forest a picture-

perfect place to visit and it’ll soon be time to grab for the hats and 
scarves as the evenings draw in.  
On your next visit make sure you explore the enclosed areas of the 
forest for that cosy feel in the cooler temperatures and take a look 
below to find out everything else there is to discover.  
 
The Salcey Forest Christmas 5km and 10km Runs  
Get your Christmas of to a flying start and join us for this brand new 

festive 10k race using the relatively flat forest paths and trails in 
and around Salcey Forest.  The event is open to runners of all 
abilities, from novices to experienced athletes and is perfect for 
spring marathon training.  And if 10k doesn’t quite suit, why not try 
the 5k option?  There are prizes on offer, bespoke medals and 
festive finish line goodies to all finishers.  
 
Volunteer with us!  

Do you like being outdoors, want to learn new skills and help look 
after the nation’s forests?  Why not join our regular volunteer 
group?  Meeting twice a month to carry out a range of woodland 
tasks including clearing vegetation, coppicing, collecting tree tubes 
and much more.  No experience required and tools are provided, 
including tea, coffee and biscuits!  Is your workplace looking for an 
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organisation to support?  Make a difference to Salcey Forest, we 

also offer corporate volunteering days.  
 
Try your hand at archery and axe throwing.  
Set in the idyllic woodland of Salcey Forest, take up your bow, draw 
and “loose” at our pop-up archery range and for something very 
different, how about Axe Throwing?  Using throwing angels, 
competition throwing knives and tomahawks, our instructors will 
guide you through the art of competitive axe throwing.  

 
Delicious treats at Grounds Café  
Yummy treats are back with a bang! When you visit make sure you 
pop by Grounds Café.  For October only, they are welcoming 
delicious cinder toffee tiffin and spiced pumpkin hot chocolate to 
the menu and for the kids (and big kids alike!) skeleton and spider 
gingerbread men.  
 

White-tailed eagles explore the Isle of Wight  
In August we released six juvenile white-tailed eagles on the Isle of 
Wight.  In this blog post we caught up with our White-Tailed Eagle 
Project Officer, Steve Egerton-Read to find out more about these 
incredible birds and what they’ve been up to since their release!  
  
Visit the Salcey Forest information point or 
www.forestryengland.uk/salcey-forest for more information 
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Do you have a small business 

or other enterprise that could 

do 

with a bit more publicity? 

 
 

An advertisement to fill this 

quarter-page could be yours 

for just £15.00 

 

 
 



 
 

Your Hartbeat  
 
What would you like to see in future additions of 
Hartbeat?  
 
Are you a local group or organisation that would 
like to contribute or advertise in Hartbeat?  
 
Would you like to write a regular column of 
interest for the magazine?  
 
Do you have any new or historic pictures that we 
could publish?  
 
All contributions and ideas welcome.  Please 
contact the Deputy Clerk, Amy Holt via 
deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 

 



 
 

 


