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Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council.  
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is 
accurate, the Publishers accept no responsibility for any errors or 

omissions.  All content must be attributable to an author: non-
attributable material will not be published.  Tony Barker is the 
editor and he can be contacted by email at 

hartbeathartwell@gmail.com. 

The next edition will be produced towards the end of October 2017. 

 

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in 
people’s minds. 

Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside, 

£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00. There’s a 10% 
discount for repeat advertisers. 

Send your copy electronically to: hartbeathartwell@gmail.com or 

provide hard copy to the Parish Clerk at 1 Hazel Close, Hartwell. 

Payment is required either by cheque made payable to Hartwell 
Parish Council and sent to the Parish Clerk or by direct transfer into 

the Parish Council bank account.  Payment must be received before 
the final copy deadline. 

 

 

On the cover 

Daffodils are the surest sign that Spring is on its way! 
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about 

the presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it.  

In particular, if there are issues that you feel have been 

missed out, we’d like to know about them so they can 

be included in the future.  You might even be invited to 

write a piece or provide a short snippet to fill a 

chatterbox.  Any comments can be addressed to the 

Editor at hartbeathartwell@gmail.com or to the 

Chairman of the Parish Council, Deborah Barker at 

cllr.barker@gmail.com. 
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 Hartwell Parish Council 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Fuller 

1 Hazel Close, Hartwell, NN7 2LA 

Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Tel: 07947 723200 

Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

The Council is: 

Deborah Barker (Chairman) 861295 

John Budden 862015 

Stephen Dawson 863802 

Graham Harris 863439 

David Heron 863622 

George Jones 864100 

Scott Turner 864771 

 

The Council meets on the second Thursday of each month except for 

August when there is no meeting held.  Meetings are held in the 

Lounge at Hartwell Community Centre, School Lane and start at 

7.30 pm.  All meetings are open to the public and include a public 

participation session at 7.35 pm.  The agenda and minutes for each 

meeting are posted on the village noticeboards and on the village 

website. 

 

 
all are area code 01604 

mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Editorial 

 

Welcome to this Spring edition of Hartbeat.  And Spring is certainly 

with us, for every corner I turn in the village, daffodils and other 

early flowering bulbs and plants are in abundance and how jolly 

and bright they all look too.  It’s not just the flowers that seem to be 

getting encouraged by the milder weather.  Have you noticed that 

the birds are enjoying it too and are busy building their new homes 

for the season ahead. 

By the looks of the articles in this edition of Hartbeat lots of you have 

been busy as well organising events for the coming months.  

Whatever your age, there is no shortage of things to choose from so, 

before you read much further, I suggest you get your diary out and 

start making a note of What’s On in our village.  There are also lots 

of opportunities to help out and be part of something special in the 

community; the Pocket Park, Community Centre, School and Parish 

Council are all looking for volunteers to help them.  The WI, 

Tuesday Circle and Guides are looking for more members and if it is 

exercise you are looking for, why not take on an allotment or take 

part in one of George’s Health Walks?  You’ll find the contact details 

for all of these and more in the following pages.  Please do have a 

think about what you might be able to do. 

Parish Councillors have also been busy.  You will recall that, in the 

Autumn, I wrote that there were several projects we were planning 

to carry out and I am pleased to report on the progress that has been 

made to date. 

In August following the Parish Councillors annual asset walk 

(where we inspect the condition of all the assets that the Parish own) 

it was agreed that a new bench should be purchased and installed in 

Forest Road near the M1 bridge to replace the previous one that was 
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broken.  Following completion of the works in Hawthorn Close, the 

new bench has now been sited and jolly comfy it is too. 

In November, work on the War Memorial in Forest Road was 

finished in time for the Remembrance Day service and I hope that 

you will agree this is a vast improvement on how it looked 

previously.  As I type this there are some pretty dwarf narcissus 

dancing in the breeze around its outer fencing for which we have 

Judy Webster to thank along with the geraniums I am told that will 

be appearing later in the year.  Thanks Judy. 

Having not been used for twelve months, it was agreed at the 

November Parish Council meeting, that British Telecom can, as they 

requested, remove the telephone box at the junction of Church Close 

and Forest Road.  Once it has been taken away Parish Councillors 

will consider what, if anything, will replace it.  If you have any 

thoughts, just let us know. 

At our budget meeting in December, Parish Councillors approved 

the Parish Precept (the Parish element of your council tax) of £45,500 

an increase of £3,500 or 8.33% on last year.  You might wonder what 

the money is spent on.  Well, apart from the day to day running of 

the Parish Clerk’s office, staffing and training costs, there are costs 

for having the dog bins emptied, bus shelters cleaned, fences and 

benches renewed and re-vamped, tree maintenance, flood lighting 

the church, funding for the youth club, Community Grants, this 

magazine and grass cutting ….. 

In addition to these costs a major expenditure is street lighting 

which (including electricity and maintenance) cost over £4,000 in the 

last financial year.  Now, I mentioned in the last edition of Hartbeat 

that as some of the street lights (including the concrete columns) in 

the village are in poor condition Parish Councillors were seeking 

advice from our provider (Aylesbury Mains (AM)) as to which ones 

should be replaced first.  I now able to report, that having met with 
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a representative of AM we are closer to making a decision about 

which to replace and with what.  All of the £14,226 M1 Wind Farm 

Community Grant money that we have had to date has been 

earmarked towards the cost of this project.  It is estimated that the 

new lights will reduce our electricity costs by at least £15 per light, 

per year.  Whilst not all the 140 plus lights in the village will need to 

be converted, I hope you will agree that these are savings that 

should be made.  An update on this project will be provided in the 

Autumn edition of Hartbeat by which time we hope to have some of 

the new lights installed. 

The village grass cutting contract expired at the end of last year and 

as part of its normal business in February the Parish Council sought 

new tenders for the business.  Seven contractors were invited to 

tender and after careful deliberation Parish Councillors agreed to 

award the contract to RTM Landscapes.  Dates for cuts to the village, 

the playing field and cemetery can all be found on the village 

website.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tim Judkins 

of Allseasons for his help and advice over the years with the grass 

cutting in the village and to wish him well for the future and I 

extend a warm welcome to the new contractors to Hartwell. 

March saw the installation of the new larger dog bins replacing the 

old ones which were rusting.  There are seven bins which, like the 

previous ones, are emptied weekly.  So please, dog walkers, there is 

just no excuse, use them and stop leaving your dog’s waste lying 

around, put it in the bins!! 

Parish Councillors are committed to keeping the cemetery clean and 

tidy so, during the second week of March, work to enhance its 

appearance took place.  This included the removal of the dead trees, 

shrubs, self-set trees and plants with the lower branches of some 

trees trimmed or removed.  A new path was laid, the flower bed 

tidied and debris removed.  The plan was to tidy the cemetery 
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whilst maintaining its aesthetic look and ensuring it remained a 

respectful place of rest for visitors and mourners.  We believe this 

has been achieved. 

So, until the next edition of Hartbeat it just remains for me to wish 

you all a happy and healthy Summer and to thank Dick Wain for his 

continued endeavours to keep the village free of litter, Sarah Fuller 

for her work as Parish Clerk and my fellow Councillors for their 

help and support.  Thanks also to all of our contributors who help to 

make this such a good read and to Tony for pulling it all together. 

 

Deborah Barker 

Chairman, Hartwell Parish Council 
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Our District Councillor, John Budden, writes: 

In her article in the Autumn 2016 edition of Hartbeat, our MP, 

Andrea Leadsom drew our attention to proposals for the 

development of strategic rail freight interchanges between the 

villages of Blisworth and Milton Malsor and for a Northampton 

Gateway close to the M1 at Junction 15.  These are massive projects 

that, should they go ahead, will have widespread impact. 

The Blisworth/Milton Malsor proposal is called Rail Central and 

would cover a greenfield site in excess of 500 acres.  To help 

visualise this, that is an area greater than is covered by our 

neighbouring village of Roade. 

The Northampton Gateway proposal is slightly smaller, at some 450 

acres (which is again bigger than Roade) and would be sited in the 

fields on the left as you approach Junction 15 of the M1. 

These Road/Rail interchanges are the Government's idea to move 

freight from the docks to the interchange by rail and then distribute 

by road from Northants.  This will reduce the road traffic from 

Felixstowe-London and Southampton and put it on the road in 

Northants.  A  wonderful idea??! 

My concerns are numerous but the major concern is that they will 

decide to build both terminals, unlikely but?!!  South Northants 

Planning Department might make decisions on the details ie colour 

of the cladding or the number of parking spaces but the decision to 

build one or two, being of 'strategic' importance, is in the hands of 

central Government Planners/Inspectors who do not live in 

Northants. 

The Northampton Gateway is, in my opinion, the better of the two 

proposals.  It would cost £575million and provide, when complete, 

approximately 7000 jobs.  But where would these people live?  No-
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one involved with the developers Roxhill is proposing to build a 

single new home. 

There are seven very large Warehouse/Factories planned.  The 

largest is 77,000sq metres. (100metres wide, 770metres long). The 

“Clipper” building which is on the other side of the M1 is less than 

half the size of one unit on the Gateway site and that is a big 

building. 

There are some benefits ie jobs, both during construction and 

approximately 7000 permanent jobs within the complex when 

complete.  Roxhill will also undertake a modification to Junction 15 

on the M1 resulting in two complete roundabouts, one either side of 

the motorway, which will permit a substantially increase the traffic 

flow.  Plus Roade will get a by-pass around the village, which will 

be required as they expect over 20,000 traffic movements per 24 

hours out of this site.  Can you imagine 20,000 extra lorries on our 

roads every day! 
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A VIEW FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL - 

Michael Clarke writes: 

The County Council has something of an “end of term” feeling.  We 

are coming to the election of a new County Council of 56 

Councillors on May 4th so there is some tidying up of loose ends.  

And what cannot be resolved now is conveniently pushed into the 

in tray of the new Councillors! 

In our rural areas, like Hartwell, it is often the case that less well 

publicised initiatives can make quite a difference to quality of life.  

What do I mean by this?  Well, I think a good example is the 

progressive roll out of the Super Fast Broadband programme.  

Beyond the domestic convenience of our being able to access 

websites and files more quickly, it is making a substantial difference 

to the speed with which our teachers and children can use the 

internet as a learning aid at school.  Less time is wasted in 

downloading files.  And there are benefits to small businesses in 

Hartwell.  While not everyone is yet connected, the County 

Council’s lead means that we should have 100% coverage by the end 

of 2018. 

The Highways budget is one which I have sought to protect and 

increase.  All of us require to use the roads and footpaths whether 

we are motorists, bus users, cyclists or pedestrians.  Now that the 

worst of the Winter weather is behind us, we can look  forward to a 

lot of highways repair work being done in March and April. 

While local Government remains under financial pressure, there is 

general agreement that we must streamline the structures and 

deliver our services more efficiently.  The word “unitary” is often 

quoted.  If we could agree on a type of unitary council, or councils, 

for Northamptonshire, I am convinced that the costs inherent in 

having a County Council and seven District Councils could be 
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materially reduced.  That would mean money we could free up to 

channel into the delivery of front line services – to the benefit of us 

all.  I hope the new County Council will move the debate forward, 

working with our District Council colleagues, to deliver for our 

residents.  And I hope to be a part of this debate. 

 

 

Introducing Willow Lane 

 

Willow Lane is the latest addition to the place names we have in the 

village. 

It is now the official name of the newly developed area, located at 

the north end of the village, on the right hand side of Forest Road as 

you leave Hartwell between Hawthorn Close and Stoneway.  Once 

building has been completed there will be six dwellings in Willow 

Lane, four of which are new buildings. 

Having been asked by South Northamptonshire Council to propose 

a name, Parish Councillors chose Willow Lane which fits with 

existing names in that part of the village and continues the forest 

theme.  According to the Hartwell Parish Appraisal of 2000 “the 

name Salcey derives from the Latin word Salicetum, meaning 

willow wood or place abounding in willows”.  So, Willow Lane 

seemed quite appropriate. 
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South Northants 

Towcester 
Safer Community Team 
Update for Spring 2017 

 
 

Tara Cooksammy, who is our PCSO, has provided the following 

reminder about contacting the Police 

"Where a crime or incident is in progress, or where someone is 

immediately at risk of harm, you should always dial 999.  You will 

not be criticised for a well-intentioned 999 call.  If we think the call 

doesn’t merit occupying an emergency line, we’ll ring you back on a 

non-emergency line so we can keep the emergency lines clear." 

"Your 999 call will first be answered by the Emergency Operator 

who will ask you which of the emergency services you need (ie, Fire, 

Police or Ambulance).  When you say it is the Police you want, your 

call will be routed to the nearest and most available Police 

emergency line.  In most cases, this will be the Northamptonshire 

Police control room.  When the police operator answers, you will be 

asked to say what the emergency is.  You will need to give your 

details and the exact location that the help is needed.  The operator 

may not know the location as well as you so think carefully about 

how best to describe it, giving landmarks if possible – especially for 

rural locations or where house numbering may not be obvious." 

"For non-emergencies, 101 is the national number that has been 

introduced for reporting matters to the Police.  An automated 

system will ask you which Police Force you wish to contact and the 

response begins with a welcome message from the Chief Constable." 
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"Public feedback indicates that a major source of frustration, in 

being able to get through to Police, is when there is not an 

immediate incident ongoing, or when you just want some advice 

from your local officer when next available.  In the old days, you 

might have visited your police station to do this but nowadays 

much of this business is handled by officers from the Community 

Team.  These are smaller in numbers, but have the skills to know 

about and deal with the ongoing issues that are local to the 

neighbourhood.  The Community Team that covers Hartwell 

operates from the police station in Watling Street, Towcester which 

is where the response team, providing 24/7 cover, is also based." 

The contact details for your local policing team based at Towcester 

are: 

Team email: SCT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.police.uk. 

Officers based there are: PC Chris Bird, PCSO Charlotte Morris, 

PCSO Tara Cooksammy, PCSO Steph Bacon and PCSO Peter Firth 

You can use: Team Twitter @TowcesterSCT but please don't use Twitter to 

report incidents and crimes as these may not be monitored 24/7 or when 

already dealing with incidents. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:SCT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.police.uk
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Hartwell 

Village Watch 
 

Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to 

make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work.  

The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and 

their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local 

environment. 

Sharing Village Watch Information  

It is very helpful to be able to inform residents of any criminal 

activities in the area as soon as possible.  To enable Village Watch to 

share information efficiently, we are asking residents to contact Judy 

Webster by email so that she keep you informed via occasional 

emails about crime updates and safety advice.  These details will not 

be used for any other purposes.  Please do get in touch, thank you. 

Village Watch Co-ordinator - Judy Webster  

Telephone: 01604 862809  

Mobile: 07801 345232 

email : heyjudew@live.co.uk 

  

mailto:heyjudew@live.co.uk
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BEWARE OF ON-LINE BARGAINS 

Almost a third of online shoppers admit they’re more likely to take a 

financial risk to get a good deal.  Younger shoppers are most at risk 

as they’re more likely to take a chance.  Financial Fraud Action (FFA 

UK) urges online shoppers to be vigilant to fraudsters’ tactics and 

‘Take Five’ before they click on the buy button. 

Criminals use scam emails, or fake ads on social media, or internet 

searches promising heavy discounts for desirable goods, to trick 

people into visiting the fake sites and entering their card details. 

Once the fraudster has harvested this information, they can then use 

the details to commit remote purchase fraud. 

Take Five before you buy.  Stop and Think 

 Never disclose security details, such as your PIN or full 

banking password 

 Don’t assume an email, text or phone call is authentic 

 Don’t be rushed – a genuine organisation won’t mind 

waiting 

 Listen to your instincts – you know if something doesn’t feel 

right 

 Stay in control – don’t panic and make a decision you’ll 

regret 

Research by FFA UK, carried out as part of Take Five - a campaign 

backed by all major banks and key financial services providers 

across the UK, reveals other ways shoppers are putting themselves 

at risk: 

 more than one in five (22 per cent) online shoppers admit 

they never check the authenticity of an online retailer - such 



17 

 

as looking for the padlock icon - before making an online 

purchase 

 almost one in five (19 per cent) online shoppers admit they 

would click on an unsolicited email if it promised them a 

good deal 

 more than a third (36 per cent) of consumers admit their 

shopping habits change when faced with an opportunity to 

bag a bargain 

 almost a quarter (24 per cent) admit that the 'fear of missing 

out' (FOMO) on a great deal leads them to let their guard 

down when it comes to online shopping. 

If you’re using a retailer for the first time, always take time to 

research them before you give them any of your details.  Be 

prepared to ask questions before buying. 

 Trust your instincts – if an offer looks too good to believe 

then there is usually a catch. Be suspicious of prices that are 

too good to be true  

 Be sure you know who you are dealing with. Always access 

the website you are planning to buy from by typing the 

address into your web browser, and be wary of clicking on 

links in unsolicited emails  

 Look for the padlock symbol in the address bar. It’s a good 

indication that they’re reputable  

 Only use retailers you trust, for example ones you know or 

have been recommended to you. If you’re buying an item 

made by a major brand, you can often find a list of 

authorised sellers on their official website.  
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Official FFA UK figures show e-commerce card fraud totalled an 

estimated £156 million in the first six months of 2016, a 46 per cent 

increase compared to the same period the year before.  

 

More tips and advice on how to protect from financial fraud can be 

found at: www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk 

 

 

 

Do you have 
a nice gravel 

driveway? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, if you do, we'd be grateful if you would make 
sure your gravel stays on your driveway and 

doesn't spill onto the pavement or the road. 

  

http://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
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Health Walks in Hartwell aim to provide opportunities for people to 

take free, easy and beneficial exercise.  You don't need any specialist 

equipment; just dress sensibly for the weather and wear appropriate 

footwear.  There's no need to book; just turn up on the day!  Over 

the next few months, walks are taking place on: 

22 April 6 May 27 May 

3 June 24 June 1 July 

22 July 5 August 26 August 

2 September 23 September 7 October 

All these are Saturdays and set off from the Hartwell Club in Forest 

Road at 11.00 am.  After the walk, refreshments are provided at the 

Church. 

Then there's a programme of evening Summer Strolls leaving from 

the Primary School gates at 6.45 pm on the following Wednesdays: 

5 April 17 May 7 June 

5 July 16 August 6 September 

  

 

For more details, 

contact George 

Jones on 864100 
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Community Grants 

 

While the financial year that runs from April 2018 to 

March 2019 might seem a long way off, Hartwell 

Parish Council needs to have its list of groups that it 

will support with Community Grants for that year 

agreed and in place by the end of January 2018 and 

that means having bids made for its consideration by 

this September. 

 

In the past the Parish Clerk has notified clubs and organisations in 

the village by e-mail about the timetable for the Grant Application 

process.  Parish Councillors believe that this has, in the main, 

worked well and has resulted in, for example, grants to help with 

the costs of the upkeep of the church yard, the installation of a new 

floor at the Community Centre, equipment for the scouts and pre-

school, play equipment at the school and the construction of the 

Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at the Community Centre.  In the 

current year, the Council is spending some 16% of its revenue 

helping community projects.  To ensure that the news of this 

funding opportunity reaches as many of you as possible, it has been 

decided to put out notices like this instead of sending an e-mail.  

Then, nearer the time, reminders will be put on the Parish Council 

website and noticeboards. 

So, if you are a part of a group or organisation that operates in the 

Parish - or if you have a burning ambition to become such a group, 

you should know that some financial help might be at hand. 
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Of course, like most things, there are rules that govern this funding 

and which the Parish Council must work within when it considers 

each application.  Essentially, the Council must ensure that the 

money is used for the overall benefit of Hartwell and its residents.  

Formally, the authority to make such grants comes under Section 

137 of the Local Government Act 1972 to award a grant which, in 

their opinion, is in the interest of, and will bring direct benefit to, 

their area or any part of it or all or some of its residents.  For 

example, the Parish Council could contribute towards the costs of a 

village charitable body, a body which provides a public service 

other than for the purpose of gain or a fund raised in connection 

with a particular event. 

If you think you might want to submit a bid for some financial 

support for your project or activity, this year's timetable is: 

 Grant Applications for 2018/2019 and any supporting 

documentation must be received by the Parish Clerk no later 

than 5pm on Friday 8 September 2017; 

 Formal notification of the successful and unsuccessful 

applications will be sent out in writing by the end of January 

2018; 

 Cheques to the successful applicants will be issued by the 

end of May 2018. 

 

Interested?  If so, further information, including full guidance notes, 

can be obtained from the Parish Clerk, Sarah Fuller, 1 Hazel Close, 

Hartwell, Northants NN7 2LA. 
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St John the Baptist Church is part of the Salcey Benefice, the other 

churches being at Ashton, Collingtree, Courteenhall and Roade  

 

Service patterns for a month are as follows: 

1st Sunday      Café church with Communion    10.30am. 

2nd Sunday Morning Praise     10.00am. 

3rd Sunday    Holy Communion     9.15am 

4th Sunday     Morning Praise      10.00am 

5th Sunday this will be a benefice service at one of the five parish 

churches in the Benefice.  

Full details of our services can be found on our notice board, in 

SHARE or on the web site 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/ .  If you are not a 

subscriber, new subscriptions to SHARE can be obtained from Alvin 

Barby, 2 Hartwell Road, Roade, (863470). 

We would welcome any fresh ideas that you may have to help us 

fundraise, or if you would just like to make a donation, for the 

upkeep of our Grade II listed church in the heart of our village.  

Please contact either of the churchwardens, details can be found in 

the contact pages. 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/
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Our service on the first Sunday of the month has changed to a Café 

Church.  This is an informal service with coffee and pastries and 

ending with a short communion service. 

As you may have noticed, storm “Doris” claimed one or our trees at 

the front of the church.  Thankfully no-one was injured and the only 

damage was to the brackets of the road sign but the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC) are now proposing to have a report 

completed for every tree in the churchyard with advice on any 

remedial works necessary. 

Dates for your diary in 2017 

Monday 24 April; Annual Parish Meeting starting at 7.00 pm. 

Saturday 20 May; a concert by The Orphean Singers starting at 7.30 

pm. 

Saturday 24 June; Summer Fete 2.00 to 4.00 pm. in the church. 

Saturday 15 July; Strawberry Teas 3.00 to 5.30 pm. in the church and 

grounds. 

Friday 8 September; a concert by 5Ways Barbershop Chorus 

starting at 7.30 pm. 

Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 September; ride and stride. 
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If you are on Facebook then the chances are you may already know 

about the Hartwell Village Community Group – we currently have 

909 members and numbers are growing steadily. 

Just to give you a little history, I set the group up a while ago I was a 

member of several similar groups locally, Grange Park and 

Hanslope being two of them, and thought it would be good to have 

a more local group dedicated to our village. 

We have a small but dedicated team of three of us moderating the 

group, and mostly we are able to do this with a light hand.  

The page has worked really well for people looking for 

recommendations for local trades, knowing which bins to put out on 

bin day, and the most important one, when the chip van enters the 

village on a Friday!  We get the usual dog poo posts which all local 

groups have, and parking, driving techniques, the church bells and 

other local issues have been discussed in depth. 

We do have some posting rules, as other local Facebook pages 

seemed to just have an endless run of people posting on the groups 

just to advertise their own business and not actually engaging in the 

group – dump and run business posts I call them – so we keep 

business promotion posts in organised threads for the purpose and 

ask businesses not share posts directly to the page. 
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We also aren’t a selling page, there is another group in Hartwell for 

selling, and we do include the links to the other local groups in the 

page description. 

So if you are in Hartwell and have not found us yet – you can find 

us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/hartwellvillage/ 

Come and join the community. 

Alison Mead – Group Admin 

Jo Deller – Group Admin 

Nikki Deller - Moderator 

 

 

Have you ever been 
stuck in the dark? 

 

If you have a power cut, you can 
get help and advice by dialling 105.  
Calls are free from landlines and 

most mobile phones.  This number is 
good no matter who your 

electricity supplier is. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hartwellvillage/
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The Parks Medical Practice 
 at Roade Surgery 

 

 

Spring has arrived.  The winter and all those coughs and colds 

should now be a distant memory. 

Failing to keep appointments 

This practice has worked hard this past year dealing with patients 

who make an appointment, then fail to arrive at the surgery.  

Sending out letters and Non- attendance SMS messages has had 

good effect and the numbers of patients forgetting to come is now 

much reduced, but not eliminated.  We need now to tackle the large 

number of patients who fail to attend hospital and physio 

appointments.  Please take into consideration that every patient who 

fails to turn up at hospital is- 

i) Depriving someone else of an appointment. 

ii) Wasting NHS resources. 

iii) Wasting the time of highly trained clinicians. 

If every one of our patients followed through with referrals to the 

hospital, waiting lists could be reduced and more people would get 

appropriate treatment more quickly. 

Each of our surgeries gets around 15 letters every week from 

Hospitals and other medical departments letting us know of our 

Non Attenders.  That is 60 such letters a week across the practice 
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and 240 per month.   Imagine how many in total across the whole 

country! 

Your NHS is precious, must not be taken for granted and its abuse 

needs to be addressed by us all. 

New look website. 

Our practice website has had a facelift.  Take a look. Feel free to give 

feedback. 

Practice Website:-   www.theparksmedicalpractice.co.uk 

Healthy Life Style 

Whenever you can, we encourage you to walk or cycle to your 

surgery.  This will free up valuable parking space for those patients 

who would love to walk to the surgery but are unable to do so due 

to poor health or frailty.  Fresh air and moderate exercise is 

encouraged by all within the health sector. 

 

Surgery opening times 

Monday to Friday  8.00am to 12.30pm and 2.30pm to 

6.30pm 

Some Saturday mornings 8.30am to 10.30am 

Out of hours: NHS Direct 111.  Life Threatening: Call an ambulance 

999. 
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Hartwell Pre-School 

 

Hartwell Pre-School offers day care and 

‘preparation for school life’ for children from the age of 2 years and 

6 months.  We are a small playgroup offering a maximum of 24 

places per session.  We aim to provide children with a friendly and 

fun environment in which they can explore, discover, create and 

learn. 

We’ve had a busy Spring Term celebrating St Patricks Day, Shrove 

Tuesday, Chinese New Year and finishing our term with our Easter 

Egg Hunt.  We have also made bird cakes and joined in the Great 

British Birdwatch survey.  This term our theme has been 

occupations and we have had visits from a fireman and a 

hairdresser to talk about their work.  Our home corner has been, 

amongst others, a fire station, beauty parlour and a hairdressers. 

We have some great activities planned for the Summer term with 

visits to Hartwell Primary School to their library and to have lunch.  

We are also planning on visiting the Pocket Park and having some 

fun in the sun in our outside play area, particularly in our mud 

kitchen. 

It didn’t seem that long ago we were celebrating our 40th but this 

year is our 50th Birthday Party.  To celebrate we are having a party 

on Saturday 1st July, 2-4pm, with an entertainer, bouncy castle, face 

painting, bbq and cakes.  Everyone is welcome and we would love 

to invite all past and present children, parents and Staff. 

In September we will be launching our Outdoor Learning Sessions 

– ‘Mini Explorers’.  These will be held on Wednesday afternoons for 

our 3 year olds and will allow the children more opportunities, 
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both physical and mental, to learn through play.  We are really 

looking forward to the fun this will bring.  Taking advantage of our 

village location this will include visits to the Pocket Park, School 

Pond and lots of messy, outside play. 

If you are looking at joining us please visit our website  - 

www.hartwellpreschool.com - for more information about us and to 

download our information pack and registration form.  We are 

currently taking names for September 2017.  We urge you to send 

your registration form as soon as possible as our popular sessions 

(in particular Mondays) fill up quickly. 

We will be holding a FREE Open Morning on Tuesday 5th 

September 10 – 12 if you wish to pop in and have a look around and 

meet the Staff. 

 

Parish Council notice boards 

Are you holding an event? 

Do you want to advertise it on the Parish notice 
boards? 

A key to unlock the notice boards is available from 
the Parish Clerk 

Phone or email to arrange a collection time - see 
page 4 for details 

To enable lots of people to advertise notices should 
be A5 in size 

 

http://www.hartwellpreschool.com/
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Hartwell Primary School 

 

Staffing Changes 

Hartwell Primary School is proud to announce the appointment of a 

new Head teacher: Mrs Jamie Pardon will take over the role when 

Mrs Clancy leaves at the end of the summer term. 

A note from Mrs Clancy: 

“It has been a privilege to lead Hartwell Primary School for the past 

13 years.  I would like to thank the many children who have made 

my job an absolute pleasure and the adults who have given their 

support during my time as Head teacher.  I will take away countless 

wonderful memories and hope that the school will continue to go 

from strength to strength.” 

The end of the Spring term was a sad one for us all as we said 

“goodbye” to Mrs Webster.  There are simply not enough words to 

express our gratitude for the commitment Mrs Webster has shown 

to our school over the last 20 years not only in her role as Site 

Supervisor but in the plethora of other things she has taken on: 

Governor, School council lead, gardener, chief baker, general 

provider of anything and everything needed in school!  On behalf of 

the community of Hartwell Primary school we wanted to take this 

most public opportunity to say an enormous “THANKYOU”. 

Artist in Residence 

In February we were excited to be joined by an artist in residence; 

Clare Carney joined us for two days focusing on the skills of collage.  
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The children produced some wonderful work which is now 

displayed around the school.  Photographs of the children in action 

can be found on our twitter feed at: 

https://twitter.com/Hartwell_Pri?lang=en 

Sporting Success 

Children from Key Stage 2 classes (that's years 3 to 6 inclusive) 

enjoyed fantastic success in PE during the Spring term.  Our Sports 

Hall Athletics team put in an amazing effort to achieve first place in 

the Elizabeth Woodville School (EWS) Cluster tournament.  The 

same group of children then went on to compete in the District 

event at Daventry Leisure centre where they came a very creditable 

fifth. 

Our High-Five netball team also won the EWS cluster event and are 

looking forward to participating in the next round in May. 

32 children across the whole of Key Stage 2 travelled to EWS to 

participate in the cluster cross-country event.  Again the school 

achieved great success with the Year 5/6 boys team coming first and 

the year 3/4 girls team coming third.  All the children had a fantastic 

time and we were incredibly proud of their efforts and positive 

attitude in the event. 

New Governors 

We are currently looking to increase the capacity of our governing 

body.  The Governing body is responsible, alongside senior leaders, 

for the strategic leadership of the school.  We currently have spaces 

for Foundation Governors (people who are nominated or appointed 

by the Peterborough Diocese) and Community governors, members 

of the Hartwell community who are not parents at the school but are 

interested in helping the school to be the best it can be.  Please 

contact Mrs Lara Bruce on 01604 862880 if you would like further 

information on the role of a Governor. 
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Archway Trust Parent/Toddler coffee morning 

It has been a pleasure to continue to welcome members of the 

Archway trust into school on a Monday morning.  They are using 

our staffroom as a base for a coffee morning for parents and toddlers 

starting at 9.00a.m.  Coffee/tea, toast and plenty of smiles are on 

offer and the session ends with a bible story and song.  The group 

has continued to grow and it would be nice to welcome even more 

members of the community to join in. 

Sainsbury Active Kids Vouchers 

Once again we are collecting the Sainsbury Active Kids vouchers 

and would be very grateful if you could bring any vouchers to 

school.  The vouchers can be collected until 2nd May 2017.  
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Friends of Hartwell Primary School 

Vicki Offin writes: 

Since we last wrote for Hartbeat we have a brand 

new logo designed by Class 5 pupil Anneliese 

Norton.  We were so thrilled with all the entries 

choosing a winner was a difficult job! 

 
 

We’ve had a great year to date with our busy Christmas season, 

including a Glow in the Dark Disco, Christmas Fayre and mammoth 

Christmas Present wrapping session where we shopped for 358 

presents as requested by the children, then helped the 114 children 

wrap (and gift tag) every single present to take home to their 

families in just 2 hours!!  It’s exhausting but great fun!  We have also 

had a Mums’ Night In screening Bridget Jones’ Baby, had a 

Valentines disco for the children and a movie night where the 

children could watch Trolls or Eddie the Eagle.  As Spring starts to 

make itself known we are in the planning for one of our most 

popular events – our Bingo night. 

This year we are hoping to cover the funding of a Chair Tidy for 

each child in Key Stage 2 (120 children) at just that one event.  It’s a 

bit of a tall order but we hope we can do it.  The rest of our funds 

this year will continue to subsidise the school trips the children go 

on and put several thousand pounds towards new IT equipment.  A 

huge thank you to Oakleaf Care who supported us in the Autumn 

term and we are always happy to hear from any other local 

businesses who would be interested in sponsoring our events and 

partnering with us in our fundraising objectives.  
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General services and utilities 

 

area code is 01604 
except where 

otherwise given 

Anglian Water 0800 771881 

Emergency health advice 111 

Power cut - any supplier 105 

Mailing list preference service 08457 034599 

National Gas 0800 111999 

Police 101 

Royal Mail 08457 740740 

Trading standards 707900 

Education  

Hartwell Church of England Primary School  

Headteacher: Jayne Clancy 862880 

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce 862880 

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus 862125 

Willison Centre 864581 

Hartwell Pre-school group: Liz Smith 864968 

 

Government 

 

MP: Andrea Leadsom 01327 353124 

County Councillor: Michael Clarke 890832 

District Councillor: John Budden 862015 

Northants County Council offices 0300 1261000 

South Northants Council offices 01327 322322 
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Village amenities 

 

area code is 01604 
except where 

otherwise given 

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley 863169 

Community Centre Hall:       

Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 

Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Club 862497 

Hartwell PO and Store 862205 

Hartwell Village Watch: Judy Webster 862809 

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Janet Fallows 863413 

Rose & Crown public house 862393 

St John the Baptist Church  

Rev Mike Burton 862284 

Churchwarden: John Buck 862911 

Churchwarden: Lynda Newman 862059 

Village groups  

Hart & Soul Community Choir: Jane Austin 07811 939566 

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: Sarah Sheard 859116 

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle 863329 

Hartwell Youth Club: Jenny Evans 624611 

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths 862708 

Women’s Institute: Finn Dawson 863802 
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South Northants Arts Trail 7th - 15th October 2017 

 

After the great success of exhibiting in Hartwell church last year we 

are coming back and it would be lovely to see those of you who 

came last year and hopefully some new faces too.  For those of you 

that followed the trail last year you will know that it is not just in 

Hartwell but all over the south of the county so do look out for the 

adverts. 

In Hartwell there will be a variety of art and craft including textiles 

of many kinds, jewellery and paintings.  Things to keep you warm, 

things to make you smile, things that will make you wonder how on 

earth have they made that!  There will be ongoing demonstrations 

with one or more of the artists always there ready to explain how 

and have a chat.  We are also hoping this year to have a class or two 

for those of you who would like to have a go, keep an eye out for 

posters with how to book or ring Susan on 01604 863653 or email 

susancross10@btinternet.com so that we can contact you with the 

details. 

Of course we will also be serving delicious refreshments and as last 

year the profits from these will go to St John the Baptist Church.  So 

do come and check us out you will be made very welcome. 

 

Susan, Fiona and Angela 

  

mailto:susancross10@btinternet.com
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Womens' Institute 

Finn Dawson writes: 

 

The WI has long been associated with tea, homemade jam and cake 

making, but not our WI; we would sooner share a bottle of wine 

than a pot of tea.  Many people are reluctant to turn up to a WI 

meeting as they don’t know what to expect and it can be quite 

daunting, so let’s get rid of the mystery. 

We meet at the Community Centre on the 1st Thursday of each 

month at 7.45pm.  Guests are always welcome, so you don’t have to 

join, you can just turn up. 

We have a very varied programme - everything from “An 

Introduction to Yoga”, to a “Craft Evening” or a talk by a selected 

speaker.  There is the Summer Barbeque, which whatever the 

weather throws at us, is a fabulous event and a Christmas Party 

which normally takes place in a local pub/restaurant. 

In addition to the regular programme we have a Book Club which 

also meet on a monthly basis.  We discuss the book, as well as 

having a general ‘catch-up’. 

We organise trips to the cinema and to the theatre, which are a great 

evening out.  Hartwell WI has a lot of events but you can pick and 

choose how much you want to participate.  Whatever you choose, 

you will be made very welcome.  

The WI also supports village events including the Village Summer 

Fete and the Pocket Park Event.  There is a strong sense of 

friendship and sisterhood at Hartwell WI, so why not come along 

and see for yourself. Look forward to seeing you there. 

If you would like to find out more, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me on (01604) 863802. 
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Hartwell Community Centre 

Committee Update 

 

Roy Sparks, Chair of the Community Centre Committee 
writes: 

As I sit writing this update we have just passed the Equilux, the time 

in the year when the length of day and night are equal.  The Equilux 

in March is a wonderful time as from then onwards until June 21st 

we get increasingly more daylight, providing opportunities to spend 

more time outside and slowly feel the positive benefits of vitamin D 

enter the body.  What it also means though is my hedge trimmer, 

lawnmower and strimmer all need awakening from their winter 

hibernation in order to commence the constant battle with nature to 

keep some level of order to my garden; a satisfying task, but one 

that if you don’t keep on top of soon sees things go out of control, 

which in some ways is a little like being chairman of the community 

centre – there is always something to do. 

Our Christmas at HCC proved very successful again with the 

wonderful Hartwell choir (Hart&Soul) entertaining us all with their 

mix of songs, stories and unique entertainment.  There is a lot of 

organisation that goes on with such events and Jane who was 

running this for the first time this year did a great job.  The HCC 

Users are very grateful for the donation they provided; 

demonstrating the community spirit they both aim for and achieve.  

I hear the barmen were in fine form again; with the odd cheeky joke 

and almost in tune backing vocals. 
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The Panto was a sell-out, and in record time this year; almost fell off 

my seat when I heard 120 tickets were sold in a day.  Again a large 

thank you to Oakleaf who sponsor this event, and this in turn 

enables the HCC to put the Panto on for less than half the price you 

would pay to see it at other venues.  I think we achieve the balance 

that as a committee we set ourselves 3 years ago when we formed; 

good events, fair price and have fun.  Thanks to everyone on the 

committee who helped run the event; the feedback received was 

very positive and we have already provisionally booked for next 

Christmas. 

During the last two years the HCC have entertained the village by 

holding a traditional village fete.  These have been a great success, 

providing excellent value for money entertainment in the village, 

whilst also providing much required income to the HCC coffers to 

secure the future of the HCC.  Unfortunately, due to availability of 

those individuals who organise not having capacity to do so this 

year, we will be unable to put the event on in 2017.  We made the 

decision with a heavy heart, but the amount of organisation to put 

on such an event is pretty time-consuming and ultimately largely 

falls on the same people that also administer the HCC; basically this 

year something had to give.  We will visit the idea again for 2018. 

Those who have children in the school or pre-school will have 

received a communication from the HCC covering two topics in 

relation to services the community centre provides. 

The first being The Lounge.  The HCC has endeavoured to provide a 

community coffee shop that predominantly has opening times to fit 

with parents who have children of pre/primary school age.  For 

HCC accounts 2015/16 the Lounge cost over a £1000 to run (simple 

accounts of wages/stock costing £1000 more than revenue 

generated).  Ellie came on board at Easter 2016, and has done a 

wonderful job of making The Lounge balance its books; no mean 
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feat.  I know that she has received support with ideas, such as 

Minecraft club, and it is ideas such as these that has really made the 

difference.  It’s a real shame, but Ellie has stepped down from the 

role (she has loads on and something had to give), and all of us on 

the HCC committee are really sorry to see her go.  Please join us in 

thanking Ellie for all her work over the last 12 months, it has been 

appreciated and I personally want to thank her for all she has done 

for the community centre.  At the time of writing we are seeking a 

replacement to try and keep this facility going.  Having created a 

business model that shows The Lounge can break-even, we are keen 

to retain this.  Fingers crossed, by the time you’re reading this we 

will have organised for the service to remain.  If you are reading this 

and think you can help with The Lounge, then please contact us. 

The second was linked to the service road in front of the community 

centre.  This service road has effectively become a roundabout for 

school parents who drive to drop their children off at school.  We 

have received a number of questions and concerns from people in 

the village regarding the speed that cars enter the service road and 

the proximity of path, children, cars.   We are working with parents 

of the school and pre-school in order to find a workable solution to 

maintain a space to support traffic flow; it is worth noting that 

effectively the HCC has almost by accident become a space to solve 

an issue, one that it was not initially intended to provide.   In the 

meantime please can all people that use the HCC to turn their car 

around be aware of their speed when entering the service road, and 

consider people walking, especially those with young children.  

Thank you to everyone who replied with their views to the online 

survey and suggestions that have come from the communication 

circulated. 

This neatly leads on to the car park.  If you do use the car park, 

please can you show consideration for others using as well.  The 
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space designated for disabled users is regularly blocked; being blunt 

about this, doing this is just plain rude and not very considerate of 

others.   The car park is sufficiently big enough to leave the disabled 

space and route to this space free. 

I also regularly receive questions and concerns regarding dog mess 

and litter.  At the time the MUGA was developed we had a new bin 

located nearby.  I would say, on the whole, the children and adults 

who bring dogs and use the MUGA are also pretty good at using the 

bin – thank you.  As for dogs on the field, the field has been ruled as 

out of bounds for dogs.  We have had to make this ruling in view of 

the amount of dog mess left on it.  Honestly, dog mess has been 

found in not the nicest of places (including at the bottom of the slide 

and on the football pitch: Matthew from the football team 

highlighted in a note recently how dog mess is regularly found on 

the pitch, and as someone who once used to enjoy playing the game 

and played on municipal pitches, it is fair to say that dodging dog 

mess when playing football is not the nicest thing).   Leaving dog 

mess anywhere is not acceptable and judging by comments that are 

circulating on social media, quite a lot of the village is in despair 

with the very few dog owners that fail to consider others over the 

mess their dogs make. 

The building will be undergoing some needed renovations soon; 

new lighting and a new boiler.  We have sought and found the 

necessary funds to undertake this work, it is now just a case of 

managing the quotations, agreeing timings and fitting the work in 

with our own personal busy schedules.  But we’re hopeful both can 

be achieved in 2017.  Additionally, we have made a great start on 

raising funds to upgrade the playground; this is a longer project – it 

is quite surprising how expensive such items are, but we’re on our 

way, have set aside all the money raised in the 2016 fete, and will be 
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seeking the further views of children in the village regarding what 

they’d like to see in a future redevelopment of the playground. 

The HCC committee is a great entity to be part of.  One becomes 

involved in many things within the village and in my 3 year tenure 

as the chairman I think we’ve made great strides in improving the 

facility and the administrative way it runs, whilst establishing a set 

of accounts that mean the facility has some much needed security 

and providing varying entertainment for the village.   As with any 

voluntary organisation, it is the volunteers who really make a big 

difference, and I would like to thank the whole team who have 

helped make the last year a good year.  I would like a special call out 

to Nathan as the secretary, Lynne as the treasurer and Ev who has 

established a hall booking process, each have given a lot of their 

time to cover their roles and more during the last 12 months. 

The next AGM is May 24th and the truth of the matter is we need to 

continue injecting new blood onto the committee.  So, if you’ve ever 

benefitted from the community centre, and think you’d like to be 

part of a team that benefits the pre-school, cubs, scouts, beavers, 

youth club, pilates, Tuesday circle, WI, choir, local parties and 

recently life art then please put yourself forward.  Without 

volunteers the facility would struggle and the only way a facility 

like this can survive is to spread the workload. 

Also, at the next AGM, for personal reasons, I need to step down as 

the chairman (I am entering a new phase in my work life) and 

therefore it would be really appreciated if you all reading this could 

consider whether you or someone you know would make a great 

chairperson for the HCC.  I intend to remain on the committee, but 

need to sit at the back of the bus, rather than holding the steering 

wheel for a while.   So get your thinking caps on please, it’s 

important for Hartwell that the progress made continues, and you 

may just know the person for it. 
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Finally, I would like to take the time to thank the Users of the 

Community Centre; without you using the facility we would not 

generate the income necessary to keep the lights on. 

 Vikki Jewell and team continue to provide a great pre-school in a 

building that is not specifically designed for a pre-school; it’s like 

they do a hall make over every day and I can only imagine how 

tiring it is to load and unload that cupboard daily.   

 The Beavers, Cubs and Scouts leaders work hard to provide an 

entertaining environment for our children to have fun.  I remain 

so impressed at how they continually are thinking of things to 

keep them entertained and I for one have two daughters that 

regularly come home from their sessions with huge grins on 

their faces. 

 Pilates, Tuesday circle, WI, youth club and life art provide 

services that mean specific sectors of our community have 

enjoyable activities on their doorstep.   

 You all do a great job, often unmentioned, so thank you all. 

So until the next Equilux, the not so good one where the nights start 

to draw in, keep well. 

Roy Sparks 

HCC Chairman. 

Chair@Hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust 

Hartwell continues to be able to provide just over 3 acres of land for 

the provision of rented allotments for the village residents.  The land 

is divided between two sites, situated at Folly Lane and Ashton 

Road.  Both allotment sites have a supply of running water and are 

within easy walking distance to all.  The continued interest in 

'growing your own' was very encouraging during 2016 with the 

trust welcoming several new members.  The allotment community 

are very friendly and we welcome all newcomers.  So if you are 

interested in cultivating an extra bit of ground and would like to try 

your hand at growing some fruit, vegetables or flowers, and would 

like to join us please contact us for further information. 

Secretary 

Brian Burrows 

07840 759495 

Chair 

Janet Fallows 

07831 520097 
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Tuesday Circle 

Why not come along to the Hartwell Tuesday Circle.  We are a 

group for the more mature members of the village and we meet on 

the first and third Tuesdays of each month apart from August. 

On 4th April we are having a talk entitled 'Caught in Time' by a 

local historian. 

We are having a lunch out at The Old Crown in Ashton on 2nd May 

and then on the 16th we will be having a talk on 'the NHS - then 

and now'. 

In June we are going for afternoon tea at Grays in Roade and then 

the following meeting we will be entertained by Hartwell School 

orchestra - what talented children we have in our village. 

On 4th July we will hear about Medical Detection Dogs and then on 

the 18th we will be having our birthday party with entertainment 

and, more to the point, cakes! 

On 5th September we will be hearing about Coaches, Carriages and 

Canals in Northampton and then on the 19th I'm not really old, it's 

those tablets!'. 

In October we will be having a fish and chip lunch followed by, on 

the 17th, a talk entitled Our Changing Wildlife. 

We meet at the Community Centre in School Lane at 2 o'clock.  We 

charge £2.50 for members (plus a £10 annual fee) and £4 for non-

members.  This covers the cost of hire of the hall and speakers' fees.  

We generally have an interesting talk or activity and would love to 

see some more members.  Please either just come along or ring me 

on 01604 862708. 

Claire Griffiths 
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park 

Green Flag Community Award 2015/16 

 

What’s new in 2017 

 We’ve added a bird box designed for tree creepers – visible from 

Rowley Wood Lane. 

 We’ve coppiced a few more trees and removed all the plastic 

tubes on trees now that they are well established. 

 Thirty clumps of snowdrops have been planted as well as other 

spring flowering bulbs. 

 All rotten logs in the log ring have been replaced. Old decaying 

logs are making new habitats for wild creatures of all kinds. 

 The bee and butterfly bank has been tidied ready for new 

autumn flowering nectar-rich plants. 

The park is in reasonably good shape after the spring tidying. We 

hope to stay on top of things as summer comes to keep the park 

looking good for its many daily users and so that it’s at its best when 

the Green Flag Community Award judge visits, probably in June.  If 

you are new to the village you may need to know that the park is 

just down the lane alongside the Ashton Road allotments next to the 

cemetery.  Look for the brown sign on the Ashton Road. 
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What’s happening in May 2017? 

The third Hartwell village Grand Plant Sale on Saturday 20th May 

at 2 p.m.  This is our major fund raising event for park maintenance.  

Entry is free. See box below for more information. 

 

 

Hartwell Village Plant Sale Saturday May 20th from 2 p.m. 

We invite all plant hunters to turn up, enjoy the park and buy.  

Make a flying and economical start on filling your baskets, 

containers and borders. There will be a good variety of plants for 

the summer. 

Additional attractions will include 

Display by Northampton Amphibian, Reptile and Insect 

Association 

Penny’s Vintage Ice Cream Van 

WI produce stall 

Children’s activities 

Refreshments 

Any donations of spare seedlings, plants, chunks of perennials etc 

will be very welcome. 

Look out for more information on village notice boards, the 

village and pocket park websites and on Facebook 
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How can you support the park? 

 Above all visit the park and enjoy it.  

 Come to the Plant Sale. Not only will you have a flying start for 

your garden at very affordable prices but if you buy anything 

you will be helping the park in its most important fund raising 

event of the year. If you can donate spare seedlings, plants or 

divisions they will be much appreciated. 

 Think about helping out from time to time. We could do with 

more help at our monthly volunteer sessions (see below) – a 

couple of hours on a Saturday afternoon from time to time is 

enjoyable, invigorating and a free way of getting fitter. 

 Help make sure the park thrives in the future. Think about 

joining the Pocket Park Management Group – we have a vacancy 

and would welcome new blood and new ideas. There are only 

three pretty informal meetings a year but practical support is 

always welcome. 

The park relies on the work of volunteers.  In the growing season 

there is always a lot of work to do and we are grateful to all the 

volunteers who keep the park tidy.  Our tidy up sessions are often 

though not always on the third Saturday afternoon of the month 

starting at 2 p.m.  Future working parties are on April 22nd, May 

13th (ahead of summer event), June 17th, July 15th, September 16th 

(Hay Rake), October 14th and November 18th. 

The pocket park website www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com  has 

information about the park and a selection of photographs.  Dates of 

events and working parties can be found there.  If you would like 

more information, to volunteer or become a Friend of Ashwood 

Acre please email info@hartwellpocketpark.co.uk or ring Derek 

Hawley on 01604 863169. 

http://www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com/
mailto:info@hartwellpocketpark.co.uk
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Hartwell Guides 

 

After a very busy and long winter term during which the Guides 

have been celebrating various festivals, working on a badge called 

“Free to be Me”,where the girls learnt about different cultures and 

how girls fit into them, good and bad.  Also they discussed bullying 

and media perception of how they make girls feel in society today.  

The girls were very open speaking freely and enjoying some 

excellent debates. 

Flower arranging was a huge success and everyone was amazed at 

the finished results.  Over the next few weeks we have planned 

visits to Tesco on a Farm to Fork trail, learning about the journey 

our food takes.  A trip to Gallones ice cream factory, a camp fire and 

games with our Guiding friends at Little Houghton. 

We are all looking forward to the summer term when the lighter 

evenings will enable us to do outdoor cooking, trips to the forest, 

plus other outdoor activities. 

Guide times have changed toTuesdays from 6.30 to 8pm.  This gives 

us more daylight in which to enjoy outdoors. 

A Saturday in May- date to be confirmed (details will be put around 

the village) we'll be holding a tea and cake morning at Hartwell 

school to raise funds in memory of one of our well loved Guides, 

Gemma Bevin, who passed away two years ago.  The Guides 

haven’t decided what they will do with the money raised but have 

talked about a bench with plaque.  Last year we raised £450 for 

Children are Butterflies, a local charity which supports families that 

have lost a child. 

Please come along and support a great cause, see old friends and 

maybe make some new ones.  We look forward to welcoming you. 
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We have space for new Guides so if you are free on a Tuesday and 

would like to give us a try please contact 

Alison Townsend on 07928635206 

or 

Megan Tebbutt on 07892887204 

 

 

 

Oh no, not poo again!!! 

Despite there being seven red dog-poo bins in the village the Parish 

Council are still getting complaints about dog walkers leaving their 

dog’s mess behind.  The council have invested in new, slightly 

larger bins, which are emptied weekly so there can be no excuse for 

this irresponsible behaviour. 

Please, dog walkers, clean up after your dog has fouled in a public 

place.  Dog fouling is unpleasant and poses a serious health risk.  If 

your dog fouls in a public place and you do not clean it up you will 

be breaking the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996. 

If a council officer or any other authorised officer witnesses you not 

cleaning up after your dog, you may be given a fixed penalty fine of 

£50.  If you refuse to pay this, you may be taken to court and be 

fined up to £1000 plus court costs. 

Anyone witnessing someone letting their dog foul in a public place 

and not cleaning up afterwards, should report this to the 

Environmental Services Team using the online form on the Parish 

Council website.  Include the name and address of the person in 

charge of the dog (if known), a description of the dog, plus details of 

tel:07928635206
tel:07892887204


51 

 

the date, time and place of the offence.  If fouling occurs at regular 

times, it may be possible for an officer to witness the fouling and 

take action accordingly. 

 

 

Thank you, to the many dog walkers who do clear up after their 

dogs. 
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Introducing our new SID to Hartwell residents 

 

 

Some of you will remember that we first introduced a Speed 

Indicator Device (SID) to the village in the year 2011.  Well, that SID 

has served us well over the years but is now worn out and a new 

SID has been purchased. 

Our new SID will ……. not only inform drivers of their speed it will 

also record vehicle speeds with a time and date stamp so that 

statistical data can be compiled. 

We have  four locations in the village where SID can be located.  

These are in Forest Road, Park Road and two in Ashton Road. 

SID will provide the Parish Council with invaluable data on vehicle 

speed.  It will help the Parish Council to determine if speeding is a 

problem and where and at what time of day.  It can also give us data 

on how much traffic passes through the village and how this 

changes with time.  We can use this data to help with traffic calming 

initiatives, planning applications and the future layout of our 

village. 

Look out for the new SID and safe driving. 
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Shortly to appear at a warehouse near you, Helen York of Amethyst 

Gymnastics Academy writes that they have been an independent, 

not-for-profit gymnastics group since in April 2015.  We support 

gymnasts aged 4-16 at recreational, development and competitive 

levels and we currently train 200 recreational gymnasts and 50 

advanced and elite competition gymnasts. 

The Academy grew from a 

group of coaches who had 

worked together at Danes Camp 

leisure centre for 10 years and 

we now have the support of 10 

qualified British Gymnastics 

coaches and 10 assistant 

coaches.  We also have two 

British gymnastics club judges. 

 

Some of our competition squad having 

fun with our logo at Loughborough 

University 

The Academy's base is in Northamptonshire and we are currently 

located in accommodation provided on a temporary basis at the 

Northampton High school for our recreational gymnasts with the 

advanced and elite gymnasts travelling to Loughborough University 

where there is the appropriate equipment for their level of work. 
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However, the construction of large 

warehouse spaces at Hartwell 

Business Park has the potential for 

us to move our entire operation to 

enable all the gymnasts to train 

locally and we are in the final 

stages of negotiations to secure 

such space in Hawthorn Close.  So 

this is a very exciting time for us 

as this should provide facilities to 

develop the Academy further;  

offering the gymnastics experience to more youngsters in 

Northamptonshire while retaining our friendly, fully inclusive and 

child-centred approach. 

Our ethos is captured in the 

phrase “inspiring achievement 

for all”and we prides ourselves 

on the development of young 

people not only in the sport of 

gymnastics but developing 

social skills, team working and 

building confidence.  Our 

academy thrives on its fun, 

friendly environment with 

many of our ex-gymnasts 

progressing to coaching 

developing long term 
friendships. 
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The Academy has been very 

successful in developing young 

gymnasts and our competitive 

squad have been successful in 

numerous competitions in the last 

12 months - winning over 150 

medals including county and 

regional level success.  We have 

numerous county champions at all 

ages and levels of competition. 
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News from Roade Library 

Book of Days project 

 

 

We’ve been delighted to welcome ‘The Eloquent Fold’ (artists Carol 

Miles and Phiona Richards) to the library to work with people on 

making and filling their very own ‘Book of Days’. 

To date we’ve made the book and 

had a lot of fun printing sheets 

for the page backgrounds.  

Feedback from the group so far is 

that they’re thoroughly enjoying 

trying new things and even 

surprising themselves at how 

successful they’re being. 

By the time you read this we’ll 

have finished the project and 

everyone will have completed 

their books.  We’re hoping to 

display the finished books in the 

library for a while, but Allan will 
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also be making a digital record and photos and video will be posted 

on the library Facebook page (facebook.com/roadelibrary) and 

twitter account @Forlib, so everyone should be able to enjoy the 

results.  The project has been running in Deanshanger library as 

well, so we’ll also look forward to seeing their books too. 

 

We’re hoping this will be 

the start of a more long-

term relationship with 

Carol and Phiona, and 

we’re already starting to 

have a few ideas for a 

longer-term project next 

year. 

This work has been 

funded by a grant from 

Northamptonshire 

Community Foundation 

and we gratefully 

acknowledge their 

support. 

 

New – regular Italian Language café  

Starting on April 1st – no, we’re not fooling, promise – we’ll be 

running regular Italian Language Café sessions every other 

Saturday. 

There will be two groups: 

 Adults from 11.30 

 Children from 12.30 
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The sessions are free, informal and suitable for beginners or those 

who’d just like to brush up a bit. 

They will be led by Mirela (regulars will recognise her from 

Saturday Morning craft sessions), who lived in Rome for some years 

and speaks Italian like a native – bellissimo! 

Under 5s Activities 

Contrary to the current listing in Roade News (probably my error, 

whoops!!!) our current timetable for Under 5s activities remains as 

given in the Autumn 2016 edition of Hartbeat and is as follows: 

Rhyme-time for Under 5s – Wednesdays – 11.00 – 11.30am 

Play and Learn for Under 5s – Thursdays – 2.00 – 3.00pm 

Both sessions are free, no booking required, just turn up and we’ll be 

happy to see you. 

Coming Soon… 

Easter Crafts Workshop 

Friday 7th April, 2.30 – 4.30pm.  Have seasonal fun with a variety of 

Easter themed craft activities – chocolate will be involved!  

Free, to book a place email roadelib@firstforwellbeing.co.uk, 

message us on facebook or pop into the library in person. 

Summer Reading Challenge 

The theme this year will be ‘Animal Detectives’, and we’ll be 

running a full programme of events as usual – details coming soon. 

  

mailto:roadelib@firstforwellbeing.co.uk
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Roade Local History Society 

Roade Local History Society talks cover a wide range of subjects of 

general interest and are open to all.  Unless otherwise indicated, 

events take place at 7.30 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Roade, 

where refreshments (wine and fruit juice) are available.  Admission 

charges are £2 for members (annual subscription £5), £3 for adult 

non-members, 50p for children (up to 16) of non-members.  

Members’ children up to 16 are admitted free. 

The Society also organizes outings and exhibitions and is involved 

in a variety of interesting projects - see the Home page of our 

website ww.roadehistorysociety.org.uk.  We always need 

volunteers to assist with projects and events.  If you are interested, 

please contact any Committee member (see end of article) for 

details.  We would welcome more members from Hartwell. 

Recent events: 
 

 

 

 

14th December - An evening of Christmas Cheer 

This lively event was packed with displays and included 

presentations about Pianoforte Supplies Ltd and the first 60 years of 
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1st Roade Scouts and Roade Secondary School (now EWS Academy).  

The evening ended with carol singing led by members of Roade 

Community Choir, joined by members of Hartwell Hart and Soul 

Choir and Jinx singer Andy Johnson. 

 
 

 

22nd February - The Cooper 

Collection: Three Generations of 

Northamptonshire Photographers 

Another entertaining talk by Gary 

Shaeffer with many photographs of 

Northampton town and county. 

 

22nd March - Charles II 

and the Dukes of Grafton 

with emphasis on their 

Northants connections 

A very interesting talk by 

Charles FitzRoy, who 

brought a variety of rare 

maps and documents. 
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Forthcoming events: 

Wednesday 26th April (event shared with Roade Gardening Club) 

Victorian Gardens - ingenuity and hard work - Christine Stones 

Wednesday 24th May - 7.15 pm 

AGM, followed by: Marriage, men and women in the 16th and 17th 

centuries - Dr Cathy Smith 

Saturday 17th June - 11 am 

Visit to Delapre Abbey* 

Saturday 1st July - 11 am 

Visit to the Greek Orthodox Church of St Neophytos, Duston* 

(formerly the St Crispin Hospital Chapel) 

*above visits may be restricted initially to members and 

spouses/guests 

Saturday 22nd July - Roade Village Hall 

Exhibition at Family Fun Day 

Wednesday 27th September 

The fall and rise of the country houses of Northamptonshire since 

1880 - Neil Lyon 

Wednesday 25th October 

A history of Leather and the National Leather Collection – Philip 

Warner 
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Further information is available from our Committee and on our 

website: www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk 

Committee: 

Bill Hudson (Chairman) 863388 

Alastair Inglis 862369 

Chris Denton (Treasurer) 862300 

Ron Johnson 947934 

Peter Mawby 862735 

Vivian Blyth 864498 

Chris Hillyard 863538 

 

Publications are available at T&H Newsagents and at our events. 
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GUEST ACCOMMODATION IN HARTWELL 

              

ASHTON HOUSE STUDIO B&B 

Our guest studio offers an affordable and comfortable place to stay for a night, a 

couple of days or longer.  More space than the usual B&B.  Convenient, flexible 

and well-equipped. 

Spacious studio style apartment – mezzanine sleeping area – en suite shower 

room – kitchenette – private entrance – free wi-fi – continental breakfast – off 

road parking – quiet location near village centre. 

The service you would expect from a B&B with the flexibility of a holiday let. 

web: www.ashtonhousehartwell.co .uk 

email: info@ashtonhousehartwell.co.uk 
phone: 01604 863169 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-Vamp 
Do your trousers hang at half-mast? 

Is your waistband far too tight? 

Is your skirt too baggy on the hips? 

And your silhouette far from right? 

Would you like your curtains shortened? 

And cushions made to match? 

Most re-vamps are possible, 

Just phone me and we’ll chat 

Telephone Sue on 01604 862392 

mailto:info@ashtonhousehartwell.co.uk
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