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Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council.  

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is 

accurate, the Publishers accept no responsibility for any errors or 

omissions.  All content must be attributable to an author: non-

attributable material will not be published.  Tony Barker is 

continuing as guest editor.  He can be contacted by email at 

hartbeathartwell@gmail.com. 

The next edition will be produced towards the end of October. 

 

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in 

people’s minds. 

Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside, 

£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00. There’s a 10% 

discount for repeat advertisers. 

Send your copy electronically to: Hartbeathartwell@gmail.com or 

provide hard copy to the Parish Clerk at 1 Hazel Close, Hartwell. 

Payment is required by cheque made payable to Hartwell Parish 

Council and sent to the Parish Clerk.  Payment must be received 

before the final copy deadline. 

 

On the cover: One goal end of the new Multi Use Games 

Area (MUGA) which provides a range of possibilities for 

organised games at the Community Centre site.  See 

pages 31-35 for the full story. 

Photograph by www.christinasavage.co.uk 

Hartwell based children's lifestyle, portraits and 

weddings. 

mailto:hartbeathartwell@gmail.com
mailto:Hartbeathartwell@gmail.com
http://www.christinasavage.co.uk/
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about the 

presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it.  In particular, if 

there are issues that you feel have been missed out, we’d like to 

know about them so they can be included in the future.  You 

might even be invited to write a piece!  Or provide a snippet of 

up to 100 words to fill a chatterbox.  Any comments can be 

addressed to the Guest Editor at hartbeathartwell@gmail.com or 

to the Chairman of the Parish Council, Simon Smith at 

cllr.simonsmith@gmail.com. 

mailto:hartbeathartwell@gmail.com
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 Hartwell Parish Council 
 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Fuller 

1 Hazel Close, Hartwell, NN7 2LA 

Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Tel: 07947 723200 

Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

The Council is: 

Simon Smith (Chairman) 864968 

Deborah Barker (Vice-Chairman) 861295 

John Budden 862015 

Stephen Dawson 863802 

Graham Harris 863439 

David Heron 863622 

George Jones 864100 

Scott Turner 864771 

Emma Webster 864538 

 

The Council meets on the second Thursday of each month except for 

August.  Meetings are held in the Lounge at Hartwell Community 

Centre, School Lane and start at 7.30 pm.  All meetings are open to 

the public and include a public participation session at 7.35 pm.  The 

agenda and minutes for each meeting are posted on the village 

noticeboards. 

 

  

 
all are area code 01604 

mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Hartwell Parish Council 

Welcome to another edition of your local magazine full of useful 

information in our parish.  To support Hartbeat, the Parish Council 

has launched a new website which will provide 24/7 access to up to 

date information.  The address is: 

www.HartwellParishCouncil.gov.uk 

This site should be live by the time you see this edition!  Please let us 

know what you think of the site. 

Following our budget meetings in December, the council approved 

the ‘Precept’ (the Parish Council element of your Council Tax) of 

£42,000 a reduction of £1,100 on the previous year. 

I’m very pleased that once again this year we are able to support a 

number of local village groups through our grant scheme.  The Pre-

School, Primary School, Church, and Community Centre were 

granted a substantial total of over £11,000 covering projects such as 

lighting/heating upgrades, playground improvements, carpet 

cleaner and grass cutting. 

We also budgeted to make improvements to the Cemetery 

landscaping and to the memorial to improve these village assets for 

all and reduce running costs in the future. 

Thank you to our guest editor, Tony for skilfully pulling together 

another Hartbeat edition and thanks also to our employees, Arthur 

Jacquest, Dick Wain and Sarah Fuller for all their continued hard 

work. 

Simon - Chairman 
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We have two vacancies on the Parish Council and we could 
do with a bit more help in spending your money! 

Oh, the Parish Council.  All they do is decide about dog-poo bins 

and the flowers in the cemetery.  Well, yes.  Both these things do fall 

to your Parish Council to do.  (See page 64 for example).  But we 

also get through a Parish Precept (annual budget) that amounted to 

£41,100 in 2014-15.  That’s quite a lot of your money and it’s only by 

having a full and active Parish Council that we can be reasonably 

sure that it is being spent to best effect and in line with your 

priorities.  So, if it was up to you, how much would you ask for as 

the Parish Precept and what would you spend it on? 

There are currently two vacancies on Hartwell Parish Council and 

the existing councillors would be very pleased to have some more 

help in making decisions and running the business.  It is a voluntary 

role.  The Council meets mostly once a month on a Thursday 

evening.  Each meeting lasts up to two hours depending on the 

amount of business there is.  All the important decisions are taken at 

these meetings and there are sub-committees which you might or 

might not want to join in with, that discuss details and make 

recommendations to the full Council.  There is some reading to do to 

prepare for each meeting, but not much, and training is provided. 

If you would like further information about what is involved then 

please contact Sarah Fuller, the Parish Clerk, any one on the existing 

councillors (their contact details are given on page 4 of this edition 

of Hartbeat) or come along to one of the council meetings and find 

out first hand about what’s involved. 
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John Budden, our District Councillor writes: 

We have on our doorstep a pleasant facility in Salcey Forest but 

access to the amenities such as the café area means walking down 

the side of the busy forest road.  Jumping on to the grass verge to 

dodge the cars and lorries is not easy if you are elderly, pushing a 

pram or wheelchair.  There is a path just over the M1 Bridge which 

goes around the old Laing/Select site but the path is so poor and 

muddy that a push chair would never make it to the café in one 

piece. 

I have been in contact with the Forestry Commission in an attempt 

to improve this footpath and make access for the villagers easier.  I 

am aware of the financial restrictions on the Forestry Commission, it 

is going to take years to enlarge the car park (which we don’t need), 

just a decent footpath which is usable all year round. 

I would ask all residents and organisations such as Oak Leaf, 

Hartwell School etc to contact the Forestry Commission to 

encourage the upgrade of the footpath.  Sarah Walker is the Forestry 

Commission officer who can be contacted by email at:  

sarah.walker@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or by post at Sarah Walker, Forest 

Office, Fine Shade Wood, Corby, Northants, NN17 3BB. 

Prior to joining South Northants Council I was unaware of their 

Grants Committee which is responsible for supporting many 

voluntary bodies throughout the County.  Grants vary in amounts 

from a few hundred pounds to thousands and applications come 

from Training Volunteer/Instructors, improving village halls, Youth 

Clubs, Motor Bike Festivals; you name it they have funded it!  To 

check out the facility go to: www.southnorthants.gov.uk/2652.htm  

or contact Kate Arnold on 01327 322216. 

mailto:sarah.walker@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/2652.htm
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On 5 May this year we will be voting for a new Police and Crime 

Commissioner and in the ballot will be Mr Stephen Mold, a resident 

of Hartwell and currently a Governor at Hartwell Primary School.  

The first election for this post four years ago saw a turnout of less 

than 20%.  The post is a non-political position and the winner of the 

election will play an important role in our safety and the safety of 

the young and old – in other words all of us.  Please vote on 5 May. 

 

 

 

 

A luxury afternoon tea is being held at Grange 
Farm House on Saturday 6 August at 3:30 pm. 

Numbers are strictly limited so apply without 
delay if you would like to come and be spoilt! 

Contact Susan on susancross10@btinternet.com 
or 863653. 

Your tea will cost £20 which is payable in 

advance.  Barclays have generously offered to 

match our proceeds and all of it will be given to 

the Archway Trust which is run for the children in 

our Benefice. 

 

  

mailto:susancross10@btinternet.com
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Michael Clarke, our County Councillor writes: 

A lot of publicity has been given to the budgetary pressures at the 

County Council.  We are about to vote on the 2016/17 final budget, 

following several weeks of consultation with the County’s residents.  

It calls for a net revenue budget of £416m, of which £254m is 

covered by the Council Tax, which is paid by the residents of 

Northamptonshire.  And that equates to an increase year on year of 

3.95%, or the Country Council requesting an additional £42 per 

annum from a Band D Council Tax payer.  The budget will be 

debated and set at Full Council on 29 February 

We have worked hard to ensure that all the County’s libraries 

remain open and this is the case.  The mobile library service will 

continue to serve Hartwell.  Equally, the all important highways 

budget is to a very large extent protected against service reductions.  

Both services are important to local residents and their maintenance 

is my local priority. 

One of the most valued aspects of being your County Councillor is 

that I am able to assist local groups through the Councillors’ 

Empowerment Scheme.  Quite often a modest sum of money goes a 

long way in helping a local charity reach its fund raising goal.  Over 

the current year it has been a pleasure to have been able to support 

the BMX track, and MUGA at the Hartwell Community Centre.  In 

the same vein, I have helped St.John the Baptist church in repairs to 

the external walls and church fabric.  Every little bit helps. 

It is always a pleasure to attend meetings of the Parish Council, to 

talk to parishioners and to report on what is happening at County 

Hall.  If you would like a word with me, I can be reached by ‘phone 

(07841784095) and on e-mail (MClarke@northamptonshire.gov.uk). 

 

mailto:MClarke@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Andrea Leadsom 

Member of Parliament for South 
Northamptonshire 

 

2016 is off to a flying start, and I wanted to take this opportunity to 

update you on what I’ve been up to in both Westminster and South 

Northamptonshire. 

In Parliament, I have had an interesting start to the year in my role 

as Minister of State for Energy and Climate Change.  I have spent 

most of January and February steering the Energy Bill through its 

Committee Stage, ahead of bringing the Bill back to the full House of 

Commons before it gains Royal Assent. 

One of the crucial sections of the Energy Bill relates to the early 

closure of the subsidy for onshore wind which has led to so much 

deployment of wind turbines, often opposed by local communities.  

Wind energy is an important part of our renewable energy mix, and 

the United Kingdom now enjoys a position as a world leader in this 

area.  However, it is clear that local opinion is against many projects, 

and the Bill will now ensure the local people have the final say. 

I have always tried to stand up for communities in South 

Northamptonshire and to represent their best interests, and so I am 

delighted to be the one to personally steer this Conservative 

Manifesto commitment through Parliament. 

In other national news, the details of the referendum on our 

continued membership of the European Union have now been 

confirmed, including the specifics of the Prime Minister’s 

renegotiation efforts, and a date of 23 June.  After several years 
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leading a research project in Parliament to look at possible areas for 

reform across 11 policy areas in the European Union, and having 

had hundreds of discussions with constituents, businesses and 

colleagues, I have concluded that despite the Prime Minister’s 

ground-breaking negotiations, our interests would be better served 

outside the EU, and will therefore be voting to leave.  I have written 

an open letter to all my constituents, which can be read on my blog 

at www.andrealeadsom.com.  I will also be holding a series of 

public meetings in the run up to the referendum date for residents 

to bring their concerns and questions.  Details of these will be on my 

website. 

Locally, work is progressing on my ‘Manifesto for South 

Northamptonshire’, including better broadband provision and road 

maintenance, as well as pushing for better healthcare services across 

the constituency.  I regularly update my blog with news on how the 

campaigns are going, so do keep checking back for all the latest 

news and to get in touch with any issues that I might be able to help 

you with. 

I have now started my local ‘action days’ again, and have already 

had many interesting conversations on the doorstep about local 

issues and national policy, and I hope to see you when I get to 

Hartwell! 

With best wishes, 

Andrea 

Constituency 

Office: 

 

Office of Andrea Leadsom MP 

4a Victoria House, 138 Watling Street East, 

Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 6BT 

Tel: 01327 353124 

e-mail: andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk 

http://www.andrealeadsom.com/
mailto:andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk
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St. John the Baptist, 

Hartwell 

 

St John the Baptist church is part of the Salcey Benefice, the other 

churches being Ashton, Collingtree, Courteenhall and Roade  

Service patterns for each month are as follows: 

1st Sunday All Age service 10.30 am. 

2nd Sunday Morning Praise 10.00 am. 

3rd Sunday Holy Communion 9.15 am. 

4th Sunday Morning Praise 10.00 am. 

5th Sunday this will be a benefice service at one of the five parish 

churches in the Benefice. 

Special Services coming up 

Easter Sunday will be a communion service by extension as 

Reverend Burton will still be on sick leave. 

Full details of our services can be found on our notice board, in 

SHARE or on the web site 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/ .  If you are not a 

subscriber, new subscriptions to SHARE can be obtained from Alvin 

Barby, 2 Hartwell Road, Roade, (863470). 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/
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The Parochial Church Council (PCC) embarked on a project to make 

repairs to the outside stonework of the church as required under our 

Quinquennial inspection.  These works were completed before 

Christmas.  We are aware of the current different colour of mortar; 

this is under review and should tone down with time. 

We would welcome any fresh ideas that you may have to help us 

fundraise, or if you would just like to make a donation, for the 

upkeep of our Grade II listed church in the heart of our village.  

Please contact either of the churchwardens whose details are given 

in the contact pages. 

Future Dates in 2016 

25 June Summer Fete 2.00 to 4.00 pm in church and grounds 

(weather permitting) 

30 July Strawberry Teas 3.00 to 5.30 pm in church and grounds 

(weather permitting) 

10 – 11 September Heritage weekend – wedding dress exhibition in 

church 

Also ride and stride. 

September - Date to be confirmed – a concert with 5Ways 

Barbershop Harmony Club 

3 December Christmas Fayre 2.00 to 4.00 pm in church 
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Village Watch 
 

Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to 

make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work.  

The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and 

their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local 

environment. 

Action Fraud Information 

Fraudsters are setting up high specification websites advertising 

various electrical goods and domestic appliances.  These goods are 

below market value and do not exist.  The website will state you can 

pay via card; however when the purchaser goes to pay, this option is 

not available and the payment must be made via bank transfer. 

The fraudster entices the purchaser and reassures them it is a 

legitimate purchase by using the widely recognised Trusted Shop 

Trustmark.  They then use the Trustmark fraudulently and provide 

a link on the bogus electrical website to another bogus website 

(which purports to be Trusted Shops).  This website shows a fake 

certificate purporting to be from Trusted Shops and provides 

thousands of reviews for the bogus electrical website.  These 

reviews are all fraudulent.  The website has not been certified by 

Trusted Shops and therefore the purchaser is not covered by the 

Trusted Shop money-back guarantee. 

Protect yourself: 

 Check the authenticity of the website before making any purchases.  

Conduct a ‘Whois’ search on the website which will identify when 
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the website has been created.  Be wary of newly formed domains. 

You can conduct this search using the following website – 

https://who.is/ 

 Conduct online research in relation to the website, company name 

and the business address provided to identify any poor feedback or 

possible irregularities. 

 Check the Trusted Shops Facebook page where warnings about 

websites using their Trustmark are published.  If you are in doubt 

about the legitimacy of a Trustmark then you can contact Trusted 

Shops on 0203 364 5906 or by email service@trustedshops.co.uk.  

They will confirm whether they have certified that website. 

 Payments made via bank transfer are not protected should you not 

receive the item.  Therefore always try to make the payment via 

PayPal or a credit card where you have some payment cover should 

you not receive your product. 

 If the item advertised seems too good to be true, then it probably is. 

If you, or anyone you know, have been affected by this fraud or any 

other scam, report it to Action Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040 or 

visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk. 

 

Sharing Village Watch Information  

It is very helpful to be able to inform residents of any criminal 

activities in the area as soon as possible.  To enable Village Watch to 

share information efficiently, we are asking residents to contact Judy 

by email so that she keep you informed via occasional emails about 

crime updates and safety advice.  These details will not be used for 

any other purposes.  Please do get in touch, thank you. 

 

https://who.is/
mailto:service@trustedshops.co.uk
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Village Watch Co-ordinator - Judy Webster  

Telephone: 01604 862809  

Mobile: 07801 345232 

email : heyjudew@live.co.uk  
 

 

 

Looking for a reliable trader? We can help! 
Say Northamptonshire County Council 

 

 
 

Our Buy with Confidence scheme brings together gardeners, 

plumbers, builders, electricians and many other types of businesses 

from across the county who have been individually checked by us 

for trustworthiness and compliance with consumer protection laws.   

Traders are only accepted onto our Buy with Confidence scheme if 

they pass stringent checks carried out, such as a full audit of the 

business and CRB checks for all employees. 

 

To search for a business approved by us, please visit the Buy with 

Confidence website www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or call the 

Northamptonshire County Council Customer Service Centre on 

0300 126 1000 and ask for details of the Trading Standards approved 

trader scheme.  
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 The Parks Medical Practice 
 at Roade Surgery 

 

Surgery opening times 

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 12.30pm and 2.30pm to 6.30pm 

Tuesday late night 6.30pm to 8.30pm. 

(alternating with Grange Park Surgery.  Please check to find which 

is open which week) 

One in four 

Saturday mornings 

8.30am to 10.30am 

Surgery Telephone Numbers: 

01604 863 100 Appointments 

01604 862 218 Emergencies/ General Enquires 

Surgery address: 16 London Road, Roade, Northants NN7 2NN 

Out of hours: NHS Direct 111.  Life Threatening: Call an ambulance 

999. 

Local Pharmacy Opening Hours 

When we are closed you can access pharmacy services at these and 

many other locations.  Please call and check opening times before 

you make a journey. 

Boots Pharmacy, Sixfields, Northampton 01604 751 800 

Monday—Friday 8am to 12 midnight, Saturday 8am to 9pm, 

Sunday 10am to 4pm. 
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Tesco Pharmacy, Mereway, Northampton 0845 677 9502 

Monday—Saturday 8am to 8pm, Sunday 10am to 4pm. 

Roade Pharmacy, 5 South View, Roade 01604 864 665 

Monday—Friday 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 6pm. 

If you’ve made an appointment, please keep it! 

In common with many other doctors’ practices and hospitals 

throughout the country, we are experiencing a growing number of 

occasions where patients who have made hospital appointments 

simply do not turn up. 

This wastes the time of doctors, administrators and receptionists, 

nurses and consultants.  Moreover, these appointments could all 

have been taken up by other patients who would think it important 

and would turn up. 

Here at The Parks Medical Practice we would ask ALL patients to 

attend their appointments and help the NHS to be as effective as 

possible in these extremely challenging times when resources are so 

tight. 

Doctor and Nurse appointments 

Patients who are in paid employment consistently request 

appointments early morning or late afternoon, so they do not have 

to take time away from work.  Should you be someone who can be 

seen between 10 am and 4.30 pm then please book these slots as this 

helps those with routine matters to see the doctor/nurse without 

taking time away from their work. 
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There are four components to our appointment system.  Briefly, here 

are the details: 

Pre-bookable – For routine matters, you can book an appointment 

up to three weeks in advance.  You can do this in person, on the 

phone or online. 

Same day – These appointments are for those patients who feel their 

matter must be attended to urgently, and cannot wait. 

Urgent - These appointments are for those who have suddenly 

become unwell during the morning or afternoon, but the matter 

does not warrant a trip to A&E.  Such appointments are frequently 

needed by parents with unwell children, and our elderly more frail 

residents. 

Telephone – These are ‘appointments’ that can be made for a doctor 

to call you with advice.  With this service we ask you to be flexible.  

Does the call need to be on that day, or could it be in a couple of 

day’s time?  We would ask you to try to avoid Mondays and Fridays 

when our workload is at its peak. 

Our appointments system is under constant pressure.  Please, help 

us to help you. 

Recent developments 

Unusually this practice was recently hit by a number of doctors all 

being ill at the same time.  A big thank you to all those patients who 

were affected; your understanding was much appreciated.  Our 

clinicians all helped out, some giving up their free time, everyone 

was dealt with either in person, on the telephone and other patients 

were happy to come another day. 
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Finally, a reminder that repeat medication requests take 48 hours to 

process and this will be longer if your request is over the weekend 

(those items will be ready the following Wednesday), or if the 

medication needs to be ordered specially. 

 

 

 

Wedding Dress Exhibition Saturday 10 and Sunday 

11 September in St John the Baptist Church, 

Hartwell 

We were delighted with the response to our appeal for wedding 

dresses and we have the makings of a lovely exhibition.  We do still 

have time to accept more dresses if anyone else would like to come 

forward. 

To present the dresses in the best way possible we would also like to 

borrow any tailors dummies out there so if you have one that you 

would lend please get in touch. 

Whether you have a dress in the exhibition or not please come along 

and see what brides have worn through the past 80 or so years.  We 

will be serving refreshments and there will be a hand crafted goods 

stall to tempt you. 

Susan Cross susancross10@btinternet.com 
Tel 863653 

Denise Brack denise_brack@yahoo.co.uk Tel 862531 

 

 

  

mailto:susancross10@btinternet.com
mailto:denise_brack@yahoo.co.uk
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Hartwell Primary School 

Out and about 

Class R chose a beautiful February day to get married.  The whole 

class walked from 

school to the church in 

procession followed by 

the bride being pulled 

along in a specially 

decorated cart.  As you 

can see, the children all 

very much enjoyed 

experiencing a wedding 

first-hand as part of their Religious Education lesson. 

Also recently you may have seen Class 3 out on the streets of 

Hartwell as part of their Local Detectives topic.  The children have 

been busy investigating different areas of the village, both old and 

new. 

Sports Hall Athletics 

Congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 team who took part in the recent 

cluster Sport Hall Athletics competition, coming second, well done 

to the team. 
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Archway Trust Parent/Toddler coffee morning 

It has been a pleasure to continue to welcome members of the 

Archway trust into school on a Monday morning.  They are using 

our staffroom as a base for a coffee morning for parents and 

toddlers.  Coffee/tea, toast and plenty of smiles are on offer and the 

session ends with a bible story and song.  The group has continued 

to grow and it would be nice to welcome even more members of the 

community to join in. 

Playground Project 

Lots of work has been going on behind the scenes to ensure that we 

have our new playground equipment and surfacing in place for the 

summer term.  Having met with School Council to listen to the 

children’s views plans have been prepared by several contractors 

and we are close to selecting our preferred provider. 

Fundraising efforts have paid off and, alongside the amazing £3,000 

raised through the sponsored skip, we have secured a £10,000 grant 

from the lottery fund, a donation of £3,500 from the Parish council 

and a significant contribution from the Friends of Hartwell Primary 

School.  This covers the funds necessary for the surfacing - leaving 

us with money over to put towards equipment.  The Governors 

have agreed to invest up to a further £20,000 from the school budget 

in order to ensure that we can fulfil the project to the highest 

standard.  We are hopeful that this will not only cover the 

equipment and surfacing but also allow us to purchase new 

playground markings and benches as well. 

The children love being out on the playground and this exciting 

project is one which every child will benefit from. 
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Admissions criteria for September 2017 

Following a period of consultation the Governors of Hartwell 

Primary have agreed that the proposed changes to our Admissions 

Policy for 2017 will be implemented. 

The existing criteria for this year 2016 and the new criteria for 2017 

can be found on the school website, www.hartwellschool.com 

Admissions: – do you have a child approaching school age? 

The School Governors are keen to build a picture of the number of 

families in the village who have children who will be due to start 

school over the next 3- 5 years.  To do this, we need your help.  If 

you have a child/children who will be requiring a school place in 

Hartwell over the next five years, please could you e-mail the 

following information to the school: 

 Child’s name 

 Date of birth 

 Year s/he is expected to start school 

 Whether or not you reside in the Parish of Hartwell 

Our email address is: sadmin@hartwell.northants.sch.uk 

Sainsbury Active Kids Vouchers 

Once again we are collecting the Sainsbury Active Kids vouchers 

and would be very grateful if you could bring any vouchers to 

school.  The vouchers can be collected until 3rd May 2016. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.hartwellschool.com/
mailto:sadmin@hartwell.northants.sch.uk
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Vicki Offin, the Chair of Friends of 

Hartwell Primary School (FOHPS), 

writes: 

  

FOHPS held our AGM in September and a new committee was 

formed with new officers in each of the roles.  Our feet barely 

touched the ground before we were into our two fundraising 

agendas for this school year.  We have been doing our part to raise 

funds for the new school playground equipment whilst also 

providing funds to subsidise each and every school visit that the 

children at the school go on.  To achieve this we have added new 

events in our calendar as well as keeping some favourites! 

We’ve held several events for the children and parents so far already 

this year.  These have included a Glow in the Dark Disco, an Art 

Gallery displaying the children’s work, Christmas Fayre, a Mum’s 

Night In and a Valentines Disco.  At the time of writing we are 

looking forward to a Kids Movie Night and we are about to start 

planning a Family Bingo evening.  The summer will see our annual 

Summer Fayre and a Sleepover at the school for some of the older 

children.  It’s no wonder the school year goes by so quickly! 

If any members of the village community would like to learn more 

about what we do or get involved, we would love to hear from you.  

Support from local businesses is so valuable for sponsorship for 

events and for raffle prizes so if you think you might be able to help 

out at all, or know an organisation that can, then please get in touch!   

friendsofhartwellprimaryschool@yahoo.co.uk 

  

mailto:friendsofhartwellprimaryschool@yahoo.co.uk
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Roade Library 

It is all change at Roade Library. 

New Manager 

We said farewell to Sam Williams in January, but are pleased to 

report that Allan Davies will start in March as the Manager of Roade 

Library.  Allan has worked at Roade many times. 

New Opening Hours 

The opening hours for Roade Library are changing with effect from 

7 March.  The total hours that we will be open is exactly the same, 

however Wednesday and Sunday are changing as follows: 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Closed 

Wednesday 10.00 am until 2.00 pm 

Thursday 2.00 until 6.00 pm 

Friday 2.00 until 6.00 pm 

Saturday 10.00 am until 2.00 pm 

Sunday 11.00 am until 2.00 pm 

 

New Notice board 

Friends of Roade Library have 

organised a notice board to sit 

on the outside wall of the 

library.  Thank you to Steve 

Curtis for sponsoring the notice 

board.  This board will let you 

know what is going on in the 

library when we are not open. 
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You can also find out what is going on in the library by going on our 

Facebook page or looking at the events page of Northamptonshire 

County Council’s website – 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/roadelibrary  

Volunteers 

 

We have a large garden at Roade Library.  This is great except it 

does mean someone has to tend to it.  If you love gardening and 

would like to join our current garden volunteer, please let us know. 

There are many other volunteering opportunities at Roade Library 

so if you would like to gain new skills, meet new people and 

support your local library do have a look as to what volunteering 

options are available by visiting the Get Involved Hub 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/getinvolvedhub 

Summer Reading Challenge 

As always, the Library Service will be running the Summer Reading 

Challenge between 16 July and 10 September.  We are pleased to say 

that this year we are tying this in with Roald Dahl’s 100th 

anniversary.  If you are between 4 and 11 you can choose the six 

library books that you read (they don’t have to be Roald Dahl books) 

to complete the Big Friendly Read.  If you are 14 or over and would 

like to volunteer to help out with the challenge, have a chat with 

Allan in the library, or go to the Get Involved website. 

Denise Gray 

Interim Library Manager 

  

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/getinvolvedhub
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Friends of Roade Library 

The Friends of Roade Library (FORL) supports the library by raising 

funds and promoting the library in the community.  The money 

raised goes towards buying those little extras for Roade Library, as 

well as funding events. 

We meet once a month, except August and December.  If you are 

interested in helping or joining the committee, please contact the 

Chair, Sarah Ruse: sarah.ruse@hotmail.com 

 

Mobile Libraries are more than just books.......                               
Audio Books 

                  Council Enquiries 
Bus Pass Applications 
                    Information Points 
          Large Print Books 
                       Library Shops 
   Children’s Books 

Join for free! 

The Mobile Library calls once every month in Hartwell by 11 

Blacksmiths Way between 4.35 and 5.00 pm.  Dates for the next 

few months are: 

Wednesday 13 April 

Wednesday 11 May 

Wednesday 8 June 

Wednesday 13 July 

Wednesday 10 August 

  

mailto:sarah.ruse@hotmail.com
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Hartwell Club 

 

10 Forest Road, Hartwell. NN7 2HE 

01604 862497 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members 

Alan Rogers (Chairman), 

Alison Hefford (Secretary) 

David Passmore, Robert Passmore 

        Ricky Harding, Kim Drewery, Shayne Watts 

 

Hello again.  What’s been done since the last issue of this magazine? 

Decorating has been finished, car park finished, a new inner door 

and entry system installed.  Also a bit of a makeover in the toilet 

areas.  The time and effort of the Committee, overall, have improved 

things for the better, to make it more enjoyable whilst at the club. 

Our AGM this year is on Thursday 21 April starting at 8 pm.  This is 

for members only.  But, if you think that you are able to help the 

committee, now is the time to put yourself forward.  The areas we 

need help on are Membership and Entertainments.  Committee 

Meetings are once a month.  If you have any questions before you 

commit yourself, feel free to talk to any of the Committee listed 

above, or please contact me, Alan Rogers on 
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a.rogers1946@btinternet.com or phone 01604 864883 or Mobile 07990 

598731 

I would like to thank all the Committee for their efforts during 2015.   

Plus our Treasurer, Carol Joy.  Also Holly Buckle (Bar Manger) and 

her three girls, Laura, Kate, and Gemma for their hard work.  Don’t 

forget you can keep up to date on www.hartwellvillage.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

  

  Wedding Dress Exhibition  
Come and see what brides have worn through 

the past 8 decades. 
Look round our lovely church; take time out for 
some refreshments and  browse the handcraft 

stall.  
 

All this is happening in St John the Baptist Church,  
Hartwell.  

Saturday 10th September 10am to 5pm and  
Sunday 11th September 11:30am to 4pm 

mailto:a.rogers1946@btinternet.com
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Hartwell Produce Show 
Sunday 11 September 

Now in its 44th year! 

  
Never entered before?  Don’t be scared just follow these 3 Easy 

Steps to Enter Hartwell Produce Show: 

Step 1: 

Check out our website – www.hartwellproduceshow.weebly.com 

Step 2: 

Decide which categories you fancy.  The schedule has the complete 

list, including baking, craft, vegetables, flowers, homemade wine. 

The website even has photos and some hints and tips.  There is 

something for everyone and for all ages. 

Step 3: 

Start planning and/or making. 

Plant some seeds, practice baking, start sewing, take a photo, paint a 

picture. 

Get your partner/family/kids involved.  Try something new! 

Entered before?  There are 3 new categories this year – cheesecake, 

sausage roll and carrot cake. 

Bring your entries along on Sunday 11 September between 9:30 and 

11:30am.  (no entries accepted after 11.30am).  Judging takes place 

between 11.30 am and 2.00 pm. after which the show is open to the 

public.  Refreshments will be available including a bar, cakes and a 

barbecue.  At 3.15 the auction starts.  Your chance to bid for the 

award-winning produce!  Good luck! 

And we will see you on Sunday 11 September 

http://www.hartwellproduceshow.weebly.com/
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Hartwell Community Centre 

Committee Update 

 

 

Roy Sparks, Chair of the Community Centre Committee 
writes: 

Oh, how Christmas feels like a distant memory.  Although hopefully 

one that filled many of you with cheer.  Those of us on the 

Community Centre committee were pleased and proud to help with 

the Christmas celebrations by putting on a Christmas Market, the 

now obligatory choir evening and our second year of having a 

Panto. 

The Christmas Market was a great success.  All of the tables were 

taken by a local business or craft makers bringing something a little 

different for you to peruse and purchase.  We did not run this to try 

and make a lot of money for the Community Centre, we want to 

support small local businesses, so the stalls were free and all we 

asked for was a small gift for the raffle.  Thanks to all our stall 

holders, and to those of you who turned up and brought local 

produce, raffle tickets and the odd glass of mulled wine!  Also, 

many thanks to the choir, for providing the Christmas background 

music.  Feedback was very positive and we will look to run it again 

this festive season. 

Our wonderful local choir, Hart & Soul, did us all proud again with 

a super evening, jam packed with entertainment for all, old and 

young.  The hall was rocking, filled with laughter coupled with 

everyone singing along.  If you didn’t go, keep an eye out for next 
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time, as it’s the right way to get in the spirit for Christmas; I was 

caught dancing at the back and singing along with the A Cappella 

group.  A special thanks to Alex Preston, the organisation of this is a 

lot of work and she does it all with a smile and a laugh. 

Looking Glass Theatre Company produced another super panto for 

us all to watch and thanks to Oakleaf Care for their sponsorship; this 

meant that yet again we put on a show at half the price it would cost 

to watch in Northampton.  That really is a great gesture from 

Oakleaf, as all our personal funds are a little depleted at Christmas, 

and so to be able to entertain a whole family for less than £20 at a 

cracking little panto, is value for money in anybody’s book.  Oh yes 

it is!  You will be pleased to know, Looking Glass are already 

booked for next year. 

Sticking on the theme of Looking Glass, in October we put on a 

comedy play; Sherlock Holmes, the Hound of the Baskervilles.  

Many thanks to Piroto for sponsoring this event.  The attendance 

was very good, and those who attended probably haven’t laughed 

so much in years.  It was truly very, very funny.  Our own Emerson 

Button was a little star taking the place of Sherlock whilst the actor 

took a well-earned break!  We are working with Looking Glass to 

see what other possibilities there are for a play this year. 

In 2015 our Fete was our biggest event; as you would have seen for 

yourselves and read about in the last Hartbeat.  We plan to hold 

another one this year, on Saturday 2 July.  The events committee are 

busy planning this and already there are some great ideas to add to 

the cracking day last year; we are all very excited; please be kind 

again weather!  If you can help out in any way, grab one of us and 

offer your support.  This can be sponsorship if you’re a small 

company, prizes for the raffle, assistance organising the event or 

help on the day setting and clearing up. 
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As you go up to the Community Centre now you will see that we 

have completed our second big project (the first being the new floor) 

of 2015; the MUGA and bike track.  As a committee we are very 

proud of this achievement and the positive comments we have 

received and the regular activity we see on the MUGA makes the 

effort all worthwhile.  Whilst the committee is a team, it is worth 

calling out sometimes the personal work that individuals undertake.  

Nathan Clews was instrumental in the delivery of this great facility 

for our village; he organised the funding, planning permission, 

implementation schedule and all the other loose ends involved with 

such a project.  Trust me, these things are not easy, and Nathan 

spent many hours of his own personal time writing specifications, 

meeting contractors, organising schedules and worrying.  Most of us 

don’t work on £50k+ projects in our life, and therefore appreciate the 

pressure this brings.  Nathan did this, with the admirable support of 

Simon Smith, and I want to publically call out a MASSIVE THANK 

YOU. 

This leads nicely into an event for your calendars to officially open 

the MUGA.  We are planning a family fun day where kids of all ages 

will be able to partake in a number of fun sporting activities, in and 

around the MUGA.  It is free to enter, but you will need to register, 

so that we can prepare for the event.  Go to the Hartwell 

Community Centre website for more details.  Also, the Community 

Centre is 25 years old this year, so we’d like to celebrate this 

anniversary at the same time as opening the MUGA.  Many, many 

people have been involved over the years and we would love people 

who have been involved in the past to come up and celebrate the 25 

years.  We have sourced some old photos which we will put on 

display and it will be great to mingle and hear stories of how the 

place has changed over the years.  To celebrate 25 years we are 
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thinking about installing a bench, with a plaque, commemorating 

this.  On the day we will ask for donations towards the bench. 

All of my note has been positive, but sometimes the role of being on 

the committee can be a little demoralising.  Recently we had the 

misfortune of being burgled, which whilst not being very nice is also 

quite a drain on committee members’ time and our local police 

force.  The shame is, all that was stolen was an old TV, and the 

disruption this caused was well beyond any true value of the second 

hand item.  Thank you to the offers of a new TV from within the 

village; it was very much appreciated. 

We have also had a spate of graffiti, which again takes time and 

costs money to resolve. 

One final moan and this one appears everybody’s bug bear on 

Facebook at the moment; dog mess.  To be clear: the Community 

Centre and playing field is a "no dog zone".  We know most owners 

are considerate, we have committee members who love dogs, but 

unfortunately some owners are not considerate of others.  You 

would not believe where people allow their dogs to foul and then 

just leave it.  We have had cases of it amongst the playground 

including at the bottom of the slide, all over the football pitch and 

just recently outside The Lounge doors.  It is not acceptable, is illegal 

to leave and is a true hazard for people, especially our children.  

Please, please, please stop doing it.  There are plenty of places 

around our village to walk your dogs.  We would appreciate your 

true consideration on this matter. 

And finally, we have a big change - Liz Smith, after many years of 

being the face of the Community Centre and The Lounge, has 

decided to step down and pursue alternative work opportunities. 

Liz has helped build a little world where Mum’s and Dad’s can 
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escape the cold on school and pre-school drop off and pick-ups for a 

cuppa and a natter, or an ice-cream on a sunny school evening.  We 

are planning how the Lounge will look going forwards, and by the 

time of reading, this should be known.  Liz has said she is eager to 

still help out with fund-raising, so you will still see her around a lot.  

Many thanks for your support over the years Liz and enjoy your 

next challenge. 

Until next time, please continue to enjoy your local facility and 

support any events if you can! 

Roy 

 

Do you have anything you’d like to say in Hartbeat?  While 

substantial articles will always provide the main content, 

we are thinking here more of ‘snippets’ of 100 words or so 

to fill up what would otherwise be just a short ‘white space’.  

It can be about anything you think readers – that’s your 

fellow Parishioners, might find interesting or amusing.  

Material that is offensive, politically controversial or 

downright libellous will, of course, not get published and 

all material should be clearly attributable to the author.  

That’s 86 words! 

Send copy electronically, please, to the editor at 
heartbeathartwell@gmail.com.  The next edition is due out 

towards the end of October 2016. 

 

 

mailto:heartbeathartwell@gmail.com
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General services and utilities 

 
area code is 01604 

except where 
otherwise given 

Anglian Water 0800 771881 

Emergency health advice 111 

Mailing list preference service 08457 034599 

National Gas 0800 111999 

Police 101 

Royal Mail 08457 740740 

Trading standards 707900 

Education  

Hartwell Church of England Primary School  

Headteacher: Jayne Clancy 862880 

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce 862880 

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus 862125 

Willison Centre 864581 

Hartwell Pre-school group: Liz Smith 864968 

 

Government 

 

MP: Andrea Leadsom 859721 

County Councillor: Michael Clarke 367813 

District Councillor: John Budden 890832 

Northants County Council offices 0300 1261000 

South Northants Council offices 01327 322322 
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Village amenities 

 
area code is 01604 

except where 
otherwise given 

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley 863169 

Community Centre Hall:      Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 

Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Club 862497 

Hartwell PO and Store 862205 

Hartwell Village Watch: Judy Webster 862809 

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Sarah Marshall 863655 

Rose & Crown public house 862393 

St John the Baptist Church  

Rev Mike Burton 862284 

Churchwarden: John Buck 862911 

Churchwarden: Lynda Newman 862059 

Village groups  

Hart & Soul Community Choir: Alex Preston 07787 928101 

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: ‘Sid’ 07928 225927 

Hartwell Beavers: Justine Turner 864771 

Hartwell Cubs: Jane Taylor 01908 511828 

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle 863329 

Hartwell Youth Club: Jenny Evans jenny@cypn.org 

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths 862708 

Women’s Institute: Liz Manning 862630 
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Hartwell Pre-School 

 

 

Pre School continues to be a sought after option for parents in the 

village, we have a waiting list of little ones ready to join us when 

they turn two and a half.  We would like to encourage parents to 

register their child, no matter of their age.  We are full at the 

moment but are taking names for September. 

I am very pleased to say that we have had a record breaking 

Christmas fundraising event.  We received several donations from 

local businesses including Oakleaf, Silverstone and Tesco South.  

The Committee work tirelessly to make our events a success.  We 

would like to extend our sincere thanks to all who donated, 

attended and continue to support us. 

We finished our last academic year with record numbers of children 

on the roll, this trend is continuing with all sessions full to capacity.  

This academic year we have adopted the Tapestry system, this 

enables the development records of the children to be accessible to 

parents and staff for regular updates, whilst remaining secure.  This 

system means that parents can have a greater involvement with Pre 

School.  The system has been a great success with parents being able 

to log in to see photos and updates of their children whenever they 

wish.  Transition reports from Tapestry for children moving to 

primary school will be completed in the summer as the system is 

used in Class R at Hartwell Primary School. 
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We would also like to thank the Parish Council for a grant to 

purchase a carpet cleaner and five new, safer radiator covers to 

brighten up our book corner. 

Our Staff receive regular training updates and have recently had a 

two year progress visit.  The feedback was extremely positive and 

the staff were congratulated on their knowledge, dedication and 

care for the children.  The Staff are to be congratulated for their 

work.  The reputation of the setting is down to them.  Thank you. 

On a personal note I would like to extend my thanks to the Staff for 

their dedication and thanks must also be extended to the Committee 

for tireless efforts and results achieved.  I’m sure many parents and 

residents are unaware that without an active committee, under the 

constitution, Pre School would not be able to remain open.  It has 

been my pleasure to remain as Chair and support our Pre School. 

 

Vikki Jewell, Chairperson, Hartwell Pre School 

If you would like to register your child please download a 

registration form and information pack from our website – 

www.hartwellpreschool.com. 

 

  

http://www.hartwellpreschool.com/
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1st Hartwell Scout Group is going from strength to strength, now 

with 20 Beavers, 15 Cubs and 20 Scouts - there are still spaces 

available if your little people would like to join in. 

We have a great highlight this year with the Cubs and Scouts going 

Camping in the New Forest together in May, lots of great activities 

ahead of them and 3 nights under canvas. 

The Beavers had a fantastic time celebrating 30 years of Beaver 

Scouts - many went along and had lots of fun! 

Scout Groups depend on Adult support and leaders, if you are 

interested in helping at your local Scout Group please get in touch. 

We need new leaders right now. 

If you are interested in joining the team at 1st Hartwell, please 

contact Sarah Sheard on 01604 859116 or 

communications@1sthartwell.org.uk 

YOUR SCOUT GROUP NEEDS YOU! 

Beavers are our youngest members and 

they enjoy all that scouting has to offer; 

being introduced to outdoor activities, 

having the opportunity to be creative, 

explore their local community and 

 

 

experience the excitement of a Beaver Scout Sleepover with their 

friends. 

Beavers is for boys and girls aged between 6 and 8 years.  They meet 

on Wednesday evenings from 5.45 to 6.45pm at the Community 

Centre.  Christina Winfield writes: “The Beavers have had a very 

busy 2015.  They have earned lots of new badges and experienced 

some amazing activities, like canoeing at the Nene Whitewater 

Centre in Northampton and sledging at Xscape in Milton Keynes.   

mailto:communications@1sthartwell.org.uk
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And they partied to celebrate 30 years 

of the Beaver Scout Section, made their 

our own pancakes and had great fun 

taking part in some experiments - 

fortunately we didn’t blow up the 

Community Centre! 

 

Beavers with Billy the Beaver at the Party 

 

2016 looks like it will be jam packed and exciting.  A huge thank you 

goes to Kerry Brayshaw and Nina Davis who have left after three 

wonderful years of running the Beavers group.  We are now looking 

for a new leader with lots of energy and enthusiasm.  Please get in 

touch with Justine Turner on 01604 864771 or at: 

beavers@1sthartwell.org.uk to join our team. 

For Cubs, excitement and adventure 

are key.  Their programme offers a 

huge variety of activities surrounding 

areas of fitness, global and beliefs; 
 

whilst allowing them to be creative and get involved in their local 

communities.  Cubs are introduced to exciting outdoor skills and 

take part in adventurous activities, as well as camps and residential 

experiences. 

1st Hartwell Cubs meet on a Wednesday evening between 18:45 and 

20:15, during term time, at the Community Centre.  We welcome 

boys and girls aged 8 to 10½ years. 

Over the last few months, the Cubs have learnt map skills and have 

put them to the test on a night hike - fortunately they didn’t get lost!  
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The Cubs also had fun making their own woggles and have been to 

the pantomime. 

2016 sees 100 years of Cub Scouts so we have lots of exciting things 

planned, including numerous camps and activity days.  The contact 

for the Cub Section is Jane Taylor, who can be contacted on 

01908 511828 or at: cubs@1sthartwell.org.uk 

Scouts aims to build and develop 

young people’s confidence, sense of 

adventure and outdoor skills, as well 

as encouraging them to explore their 

beliefs and attitudes and be creative.  

It offers them the independence 

 

 

 

 

to put these skills into practice at camps and even on international 

trips. 

1st Hartwell Scouts meet on Tuesday evenings from 19.15 until 

20.45, during term time, at the Community Centre.  We welcome 

boys and girls aged 10½ - 14 years. 

The Scouts spent a cold weekend down in the New Forest on Winter 

Camp where they took part in loads of activities, including going to 

the beach!  Lots of fun was had by all who attended.  The camp 

helped the Scouts develop their teamwork skills, as well as covering 

everyone in mud! 

The Scouts had a dance lesson which they all enjoyed and have also 

learnt some new First Aid skills. 

The contact for the Scout Section is Sid, who can be contacted on 

07928 225927 or at scouts@1sthartwell.org.uk  

mailto:cubs@1sthartwell.org.uk
mailto:scouts@1sthartwell.org.uk
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At Hartwell Community Centre 

in School Lane every Monday 

between 6.30 and 8.30 pm 

during term time 

 

Jenny Evans, who can be contacted at jenny@cypn.org, writes: 

Hartwell Youth Club is funded by Hartwell Parish Council and is 

delivered by Youth Workers from Clubs for Young People.  We run 

a wide variety of activities for young people aged between 10 and 

16.  It costs just £1 per session. 

When asked, the members of Youth Club decided that ‘promotional 

posters’ would be the best way of advertising what they have to 

offer.  So, here are two of them: 

 

mailto:jenny@cypn.org
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park 

Green Flag Community Award 2015/16 

There is a new feature in the pocket park.  At the beginning in 2008 

we planned and planted a ‘demonstration hedge’.  For the last eight 

years the plants have been growing strongly and the time has 

arrived to lay the hedge.  Hedge laying is a historic practice but it is 

labour intensive.  Most field hedges these days are managed with an 

annual short back and sides with tractor and flail.  They look tidy 

but tend to develop gaps and die back at the bottom.  A well laid 

hedge will grow thickly from the bottom up creating a corridor for 

wildlife and an excellent habitat for birds.  With the aid of excellent 

instruction and volunteer help from The Conservation Volunteers 

we have made a start on laying the hedge in the Midland Bullock 

style used locally in Northamptonshire.  At the time of writing 

(February) about a third is done – and we’re rather proud of it! 

Following on from the successful event last year we are planning 

another Grand Plant Sale in the pocket park. 
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Hartwell Village Plant Sale 

Saturday 14 May from 2 pm. 

We invite all plant hunters to turn up, enjoy the park and 

buy and/or swap plants.  There will be a good variety of 

plants for the summer. 

Additional attractions will include 

Display by Owls to Behold 

Vintage Ice Cream Van 

Children’s activities 

Refreshments including cream teas 

Any donations of spare seedlings, plants, chunks of 

perennials etc will be very welcome indeed.  Look out for 

more information on village notice boards, the village and 

pocket park websites and on Facebook. 

 

It’s been a soggy winter in the park and all the spring flowers are 

coming together with primroses unusually out before most of the 

daffodils.  There is much to look forward to.  The fruiting thicket 

and orchard will soon be full of blossom.  Updated information 

boards will soon be installed in the park together with a new 

plan/map on the notice board.  We also intend to coppice (cut back 

to encourage re-growth) more of the trees in the bottom corner of 

the park following a successful trial in 2015.  A challenge for 2016 
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will be to get the willow arch back under control.  We plan to cut it 

back hard and re-weave the top as the willows re-grow. 

The park relies on the work of volunteers.  New helpers are needed 

and always welcome.  In the growing season there is always a lot of 

work to do and we are grateful to all the volunteers who keep the 

park tidy.  Our tidy up sessions are usually on the third Saturday 

afternoon of the month starting at 2 pm.  Future working parties are 

on 19 March, 16 April, 7 May (ahead of summer event), 18 June, 16 

July, 17 September (Annual Hay Rake), 15 October and 19 

November. 

The pocket park website www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com  has 

information about the park and a selection of photographs.  Dates of 

events and working parties can be found there.  There is also a link 

on the site to a great wildlife blog run by Tony White who has done 

insect surveys for us.  There are three very interesting pages about 

the park. 

If you would like more information, to volunteer or become a Friend 

of Ashwood Acre please email info@hartwellpocketpark.co.uk or 

ring Derek Hawley on 01604 863169. 

 

 

 

Unseasonally early 

daffs grace the 

newly-laid hedge – 

done in the Midland 

Bullock style. 

http://www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com/
mailto:info@hartwellpocketpark.co.uk
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust 

 

 

Another growing year is over and another about to start.  After 

talking with our tenants it can be said that last year was a very 
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successful year for soft fruits with plenty of preserves entered into 

the village produce show.  It is also always a pleasure to view all of 

the beautiful flowers in bloom with insects busying away making 

sure our crops are fertilised. 

We are lucky to have two Allotment sites in Hartwell, both now 

supplied with water standpipes thanks to the hard work of the 

committee members that have been involved. 

We currently have a couple of plots vacant so if you are interested in 

growing your own fruit, vegetables or even flowers, please do 

contact either Janet or Sarah to arrange a viewing of the plots 

available. 

Happy Growing! 

 

 

 

 

 

A snippet of up to 100 words 

could go in here 
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Hartwell Tuesday Circle 

 

Claire Griffiths writes: 

We have had a varied programme so far this year and still have very 

promising meetings yet to come. 

In January we heard more about the life of those working in the 

shoe industry in Northampton.  Some of the factories are still 

standing and one can imagine what life would have been like in the 

late 1800's.  It was interesting to note the wage disparity between 

men and women then.  Not very PC nowadays! 

At the beginning of February we had a few visitors to hear the very 

popular talk on 101 Things you didn't know about Garden Birds.  

This really was an eye-opener into their extremely hectic and 

sometimes precarious lives just outside our windows.  I didn't know 

that blackbirds could have broods up to five times a year.  I had 

suspected about three times but apparently they only have 

Christmas and New Year off before they start again.  Also that it is 

very important to leave fresh water out particularly in winter as 

they need to keep their feathers waterproofed by regularly bathing.  

I always thought it was there for them to drink with just the 

occasional dip.  Apparently there is a particular kind of woodpecker 

which eats ants whose tongue is so long that when not eating ants 

the tongue is stored in the back of the mouth inside the skull - cute 

trick eh! 

We then had a talk entitled To the Manor Born which was about 

various stately homes around the county.  I often wondered where 

these landed gentry obtained their wealth and now we know. 
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In March we will have a talk about Medical Detection Dogs and 

then in April, Medical Services in WW1. 

In May we will hear about the life of a vicar's wife followed later on 

in the month with a meal out which is always a popular activity. 

We meet on the first and third Tuesdays each month in the 

Community Centre and would love to see more members.  We 

charge £2 for members and £3 for visitors (for this you get 

entertained and tea and biscuits). 

Please just turn up at 2 o'clock or ring me, Claire Griffiths on 01604 

862708 or e-mail me at claire.g29@btinternet.com. 

 

 

              You could fit 

           a snippet of up 

           to 100 words 

              in here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:claire.g29@btinternet.com
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Hartwell Health Walks 

 

 

This group has been running for four years with its aim of 

encouraging people to participate in the healthy activity of walking.  

The programme of Saturday walks that has formed the backbone of 

activity continues this year.  These are scheduled for the first and 

fourth Saturdays in each month and set off at 11.00 am from outside 

‘the Club’ in Forest Road, Hartwell which, if you are using SatNav 

to find it, is at NN7 2HE.  These walks all take a circular route of 

between three and four miles, returning for tea and biscuits at St 

John the Baptist church.  We mainly use public footpaths and 

bridleways and only resort to following roads where necessary.  The 

areas visited include Ashton, Roade and Salcey Forest giving a good 

variety of terrain.  We aim to walk all year round so you should be 

prepared with suitable footwear and appropriate clothing. 

 

There is no charge to participate, you just have to fill out a short 

registration form.  I have been trained as a walk leader by South 

Northants Council so that I can lead these walks. 

 

Dates for the summer of 2016 are: Saturdays 2 and 23 April, 7 and 28 

May, 4 and 25 June, 2 and 23 July, 6 and 27 August*, and 3 and 24 

September. 

 

* Note there are wedding bookings for the two August dates so the 

church will not be available for use by walkers. 
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Additionally, in Hartwell, is a series of Summer Strolls.  These start 

in April on Wednesday evenings and leave from the school Main 

Gate at the corner of Hillside and School Lane at 6.30 pm.  Dates for 

2016 are Wednesdays 6 April, 4 May, 15 June, 6 July, 17 August and 

7 September. 

 

If you fancy walking further outside the Parish, there is a series of 

walks in Roade on the second Wednesday of each month between 

April and September.  These leave from the Cock at Roade car park 

at 6.30 pm.  Dates for the summer of 2016 are Wednesdays 13 April, 

11 May, 8 June, 13 July, 10 August and 14 September. 

 

And there’s also a series of walks to be had starting in Hanslope.  

These are run on the second Sunday in each month and normally 

start at the church in Market Square at 2.30 pm.  As with the 

Hartwell walks, these take a circular route and end back at the 

church for refreshments.  Dates for these walks are Sundays 10 

April, 8 May, 12 June, 10 July, 14 August and 11 September. 

 

 

For further information about any of these walks, 

contact George Jones on 01604 864100 (after 6 pm). 
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M1 Wind Farm 

It is nearly two years since June 2014 when the wind farm owned by 

EDF Energy Renewables became operational.  Love them or hate 

them, the nine turbines sited near Quinton are now a part of the 

landscape around Hartwell.  Measuring 60 metres from the ground 

to the rotor hub they can be seen for miles. 

EDF were keen that those living near the site benefited from the 

investment so set up a local Community Benefits Fund (CBF) with 

an approximate value of £27,000 each year to be divided between 

five local parish councils of which Hartwell is one. 

As part of this arrangement, Hartwell Parish Council is required to 

submit a plan to the Donor as to how they propose to utilise the 

annual payment.  As you can imagine, there are strict guidelines on 

what the funds may or may not be used for. 

In the fund’s first year Hartwell Parish Council applied to put their 

share of the CBF – just over £7,000.00 – towards the cost of widening 

the Forest Road pedestrian footpath near School Lane making it 

safer for use by local children on their way to and from school.  This 

project was completed in December last year.  The next lot of 

funding is earmarked for modernising some of the street lighting in 

the Parish. 
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Six things you probably didn’t know about the turbines 

 

 The nine turbine site is capable of delivering over 7 megawatts of 

low carbon electricity.  This is enough to meet the average annual 

needs of over 3,500 households. 

 

 The overall diameter of the rotor blades is 53 metres. 

 
 The turbines are operated by a gearless, variable speed 

mechanism with single blade adjustment. 

 
 There is a minimum clearance of 33.5 metres between the ground 

and the tips of the rotor blades. 

 
 The turbines start to generate electricity at a remarkably low wind 

speed of just 2.5 metres per second (5.6 mph). 

 
 They reach maximum power at around 15 metres per second (33 

mph) and shut down at very high wind speeds of around 25 

metres per second (50 mph). 
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Roade Local History Society 

Roade Local History Society talks cover a wide range of subjects of 

general interest and are open to all.  Unless otherwise indicated, all 

events start at 7.30 pm in St. Mary’s Church Hall, Roade, where 

refreshments (wine and fruit juice) are available.  Admission 

charges are £2 for members (annual subscription £5), £3 for adult 

non-members, 50p for children (up to 16) of non-members.  

Members’ children up to 16 are admitted free. 

The Society also organizes outings and exhibitions and is involved 

in a variety of interesting projects, which are described on our 

website at: www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk.  We always need 

volunteers to assist with projects and events.  If you are interested, 

please contact any Committee member (see end of article) for 

details.  We already have some members who live in Hartwell and 

would welcome more. 

Forthcoming events: 

Wednesday 23 March - Researching your family history - Angela 

Malin 

Hartwell resident Angela is Vice-Chair of Northamptonshire Family 

History Society.  She will show you how to get started with your 

family history and detail what resources are available.  The talk will 

use local examples from her own research and links in with the 

following events at Roade Library: 

Family History Exhibition - Roade Library – 9 - 18 March 

Family History Help Desk - Roade Library - 18 March, 2-5 pm 

Free Drop-in Session run by Northamptonshire Family History 

Society 

http://www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk/
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Wednesday 27 April - Lunacy and the Victorian Asylum - Dr Cathy 

Smith 

This talk will look at the changing attitudes towards insanity from 

the eighteenth century and how this informed the way in which 

those considered ‘mad’ in nineteenth century Northamptonshire 

were diagnosed and treated.  The focus will be on the Northampton 

General Lunatic Asylum (now St Andrew’s Hospital) which opened 

in 1838 and examine the nature of asylum admissions and the 

experience of patients.  Questions such as who was admitted, why 

and how they were treated are key to understanding the role of the 

asylum in the local community. 

Wednesday 25 May - AGM at 7 pm, followed at 7.30 pm by: 

The Last Naval Hero: David, 1st Earl Beatty - Roy Smart 

The tale of this local man’s rise to fame and fortune, his central 

controversial part in the Battle of Jutland (centenary 31 May) and his 

‘Downton Abbey’ life-style of immense riches, marital strife and 

scandal! 

Summer Visit to Hyde Farm House - date TBA 

Hyde Farm House was originally a 14th century hall house and is the 

oldest secular building in Roade. 

(Note: This outing will be restricted initially to members and 

numbers may be limited.) 

Saturday 27 August - Celebrating the World's First Night 

Navigation Flight - Roade Village Hall 

Claude Grahame-White made history when he took off from Roade 

in the early hours of 28th April 1910.  He was participating in a 
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Daily Mail challenge to be the first to fly from London to 

Manchester in 24 hours.  The day will include an early car display, 

including an exceptionally rare Grahame-White car, an exhibition 

about this pioneer aviator, a WWI bomber fly-by (circumstances 

permitting), and more.  Look out for full details nearer the time. 

Wednesday 28 September - The Cooper Collection: Three 

Generations of Northamptonshire Photographers - Gary Shaeffer 

An illustrated talk about the Coopers themselves and their many 

photographs of Northampton, Town & County, covering over a 

century of Northamptonshire's history and architecture..."one of the 

oldest established, if not THE oldest, photographers' business in 

England..." 

Wednesday 26 October - My Father’s Journey Through WWII - 

Andy Tennet 

An account of the experiences of an ordinary local man who felt it 

was his duty to enlist at the start of World War Two.  He was unable 

to reach Dunkirk and had to find his own way back to England.  

Later he was on Montgomery's staff and travelled through France, 

Belgium, Germany and finally Berlin, where he stayed for almost a 

year after the war had ended.  The presentation details both the 

dangers and the mundane aspects of war service and is supported 

by dozens of original documents and photos which the majority of 

people will never have seen before. 
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Further information is available from our Committee and on our 

website at: www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk 

 

The Roade Local History Society Committee is: 

Bill Hudson (Chairman) 863388 

Alastair Inglis (Secretary) 862369 

Chris Denton (Treasurer) 862300 

Sheila Fitchett 863389 

Ron Johnson 947934 

Peter Mawby 862735 

Chris Hillyard 863538 

Vivian Blyth 864498 

 

Publications are available at T&H Newsagents and at our events. 

http://www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk/
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Salcey Forest: an amenity that’s on our doorstep 

 

Salcey Forest is managed by the Forestry Commission.  A large 

chunk of it actually lies within the civil parish of Hartwell and so it 

really is an amenity that is on our doorstep.  The Forestry 

Commission has recently completed a tender operation for the 

supply of educational activities and an organisation called Fire and 

Air have been awarded the contract. 

Joanna Shelton is the person behind Fire and Air.  She has an 

academic background in Psychology and conservation and has 

trained as a teacher and adult educator and as a Forest school leader 

and Trainer. 

Her working career over the past 15 years has included being the 

education and research officer in a zoo, running a project in heritage 

and environmental education with Groundwork, managing 

environmental and community involvement for a charity and 

overseeing the youth wing of The Wildlife Trusts.  She has lectured 

in animal biology and conservation and worked as a museum 
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education officer.  She writes that: “I am currently studying to be a 

mindfulness based practitioner and I am very keen to apply the 

theories of Forest Schools to adults and well being.” 

Two particular activities that are starting up just around this Easter 

are: 

The Wizard Wand Walk 

Fancy a stroll around Salcey forest?  Why not find out a bit more 

about the woods, wands, trees and their uses.  You may even 

discover something about Harry Potter and friends that you didn't 

know.  You can join in a guided walk on site for just £1. 

Magical lessons for Muggles 

Want something a bit more involved to hone your magical skills?  

Why not try one of our magical sessions?  Running from Easter 2016 

join us for sessions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays from 

10.30 am to 12 noon or from 1.00 to 2.30 pm.  The cost for these is 

£7.50 per child or £5 for multiple bookings.  Magical topics being 

covered include Magical Minibeasts and where to find them; Wand 

Whittling; Broomstick making and maintenance; Potions; Mathology 

and Art. 

Also, Salcey Saturdays are aimed at families who fancy a morning 

or afternoon outside exploring wildlife and the wilder side of life.  

Come and join us to build a shelter, follow some tracks, make an 

arrow or light a fire.  The costs here are children - £5 each, adults 

£1.50 (children must be accompanied by an adult, adults must be 

accompanied by a child!).  Salcey Saturdays are described as suitable 

for ages 4 plus and are being held on the second Saturday of the 
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month, starting on 12 March 2016.  Sessions run for two hours – 

from 10.00 am until noon and from 1.00 until 3.00 pm. 

If you want to find out more about Fire and Air or book a place on 

any of these activities, you can do all this at the Fire and Air website 

which can be found at: www.fireandair.org. 

 

 

Have you seen? 

 

Following a request to the Parish 

Council by a Parishioner, a 

replacement bus stop sign has been 

erected in Park Road for buses bound 

for Hanslope, Wolverton and Milton 

Keynes. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.fireandair.org/


64 

 

Disposal of poo is down to you 

Leave it behind and you risk being fined 

Each year the Parish Council receives 

complaints from parishioners about the 

amount of dog poo left around the village. 

Most dog owners take a very responsible 

approach about this and our thanks go to 

all of them.  But, as with so many things, 

their efforts are spoilt by a small, 

irresponsible minority. 

Remember: it is breaking the law when 

someone responsible for a dog fails to pick 

up and dispose of its poo.  If you are 

walking a dog and don’t clear up after it 

you can be fined between £75 and £1,000. 

This isn’t just about the main pavements 

in the village.  It applies equally to 

alleyways, the playing field, footpaths and 

fields; in fact to any area that the public 

are entitled to have access. 

There are seven red dog bins in the village 

and in the absence of a dog bin please use 

one of the black litter bins or take your bag 

of poo home with you and put it in your 

black Sulo bin. 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use me and save a 

fine of between £75 

and £1,000 
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GUEST ACCOMMODATION IN HARTWELL 

              

ASHTON HOUSE STUDIO B&B 

Our guest studio offers an affordable and comfortable place to stay for a night, a 
couple of days or longer.  More space than the usual B&B.  Convenient, flexible 
and well-equipped. 

Spacious studio style apartment – mezzanine sleeping area – en suite shower 
room – kitchenette – private entrance – free wi-fi – continental breakfast – off 
road parking – quiet location near village centre. 

The service you would expect from a B&B with the flexibility of a holiday let. 

web: www.ashtonhousehartwell.co .uk 

email: info@ashtonhousehartwell.co.uk 
phone: 01604 863169 

 

 

 

 

All building and garden maintenance works carried out 

including 

Roofing, Brickwork, Pointing, Guttering & Drainage, Gravel 

Driveways, Patios, Fencing, General Repairs, External & 

Internal Painting 

also can provide quotes for small extensions, garage 

conversions, conservatories and windows 

Tel: 01604 674610 or Mobile: 07973 420876 

mailto:info@ashtonhousehartwell.co.uk
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Re-Vamp 
Do your trousers hang at half-mast? 

Is your waistband far too tight? 

Is your skirt too baggy on the hips? 

And your silhouette far from right? 

Would you like your curtains shortened? 

And cushions made to match? 

Most re-vamps are possible, 

Just phone me and we’ll chat 

Telephone Sue on 01604 862392 
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COURTEENHALL 

CHURCH FETE 
In the gardens of Courteenhall House 

on Saturday 11th June 2016 at 2:00pm 

All the usual stalls and games 

including plants, books 

Kids Corner 

Great Horwood Band 

Refreshments including cream teas 

and strawberries 

The gardens and church will be open 

Proceeds to Courteenhall Church 
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