Hartbeat
Autumn 2021

Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is
accurate, the publishers accept no responsibility for any errors
or omissions. All content must be attributable to an author: nonattributable material will not be published. The Deputy Clerk is
the editor and can be contacted by email at
deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk.
The next edition will be produced in Spring 2022.

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in
people’s minds.
Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside,
£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00. There’s a 10%
discount for repeat advertisers.
Send your copy electronically to deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk

Payment is required either by cheque made payable to Hartwell
Parish Council and sent to the Deputy Parish Clerk or by direct
transfer into the Parish Council bank account. Payment must be
received before the final copy deadline.

Community Grants
Did you know that there is funding available for community groups in
Hartwell?
For information please contact clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk or
deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about the
presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it. In particular, if
there are issues that you feel have been missed out, we’d like to
know about them so they can be included in the future. You might
even be invited to write a piece or provide a short snippet to fill a
chatterbox. Any comments can be addressed to the Editor at
deputyclerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk or to the
Chairman of the Parish Council, George Jones, at
cllrjones@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Hartwell Parish Council
Parish Clerk: Lynn Lavender
10 Thrupp Bridge, Wootton, NN4 6AR
Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
The Council is:
Cllr George Jones (Chair)
Cllr David Heron (Vice Chair)
Cllr Derek Hawley
Cllr Andy Bodman
Cllr Tina South
Cllr David Sharp
Cllr Val Foster
Cllr Viv Boyce
Cllr Claire Williams

01604 864100
01604 863622
01604 862533
cllrbodman@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllrsouth@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllrsharp@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllrfoster@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllrboyce@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllrwillimas@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month except for
August when no meeting is held. Further details can be found on
the Parish Council website- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Meetings are held in the Lounge at Hartwell Community Centre,
School Lane and start at 7.00 pm.
All meetings are open to the public and include a public
participation session. Contact the Parish Clerk for further
information – clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
The agenda and minutes for each meeting are posted on the
village noticeboards and on the Parish Council website.
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From the Chair of Hartwell Parish Council
I am pleased to writing again two years since the last paper edition of
Hartbeat.
The last 18 months has been very challenging for everyone with Covid-19
turning all our lives upside down. We’ve had to find new ways of working
and adapting to many new challenges to get things done. Parish Council
meetings were on Zoom for over a year but are now back to something
like normal in the Community Centre and in public.
As you will be aware the local elections took place in May for all parish
councils including Hartwell. I am pleased to say that five existing Parish
councillors were re-elected and two new Councillors, David Sharp and
Tina South, were elected for the first time. I am also very pleased to
welcome to the Parish Council Viv Boyce and Claire Williams who were
co-opted after the elections in May. We sadly said goodbye to Councillor
John Budden and Councillor Brian Burrows both of whom have made over
time a very significant contribution to Hartwell and the Council for which
we are extremely grateful. We wish them both all the best for the future.
Having nine councillors has put the Council on a stronger footing as we
move forward through 2021 and the future and the many challenges that
lie ahead.
Most readers will be aware that our bus service has changed from the
hourly service we had with Z and S transport, to the 90 minutes service
with Arriva. The Council will be lobbying West Northants Council for the
continuation of the bus service in April 2022 directly and through our
local West Northants councillors. The bus service is a vital feature of
Hartwell life, especially for young people, some older members of the
community and those without a car or unable to drive. There has been a
timetable change on the route 33/33A starting from the August 29th to
December 9th 2021
The planning appeal hearing against the rejection by South Northants
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Council of a 55 house development in Ashton Road finally took place in
June. After a virtual hearing, the appeal was dismissed by the planning
inspector. The Parish Council was represented at the hearing by Nigel
Ozier a planning consultant who was also present at the public meeting in
Hartwell in February 2020 at which there was strong opposition to the
development and the Council agreed to oppose it.
In June Northamptonshire County Council and South Northants Council
were replaced by two unitary councils, North Northamptonshire, and for
us in Hartwell West Northamptonshire. Some West Northants services
continue to be conducted from the former SNC offices in Towcester.
Events in Hartwell are starting to re-open and we may hope we are
getting back to some kind of normality. It is good to see this reflected in
many of the articles in this edition of Hartbeat. I would like to thank the
people who freely give of their time to keep village organisations and
events going. If you can spare any free time to help out with any of these
events or groups it would be very much appreciated by everyone.
Finally, can I remind everyone that the speed limit through the village is
30 mph. Speeding in the village has been causing concern for some time.
Please slow down if you tend to forget and be aware this is a village full of
pedestrians, school children, cyclists and individuals who cannot move as
quickly as they once could. The statistics elsewhere in Hartbeat make the
point.

George Jones
Chair of Hartwell Parish Council.
Streetlight Repairs
For any faulty, broken or damaged streetlights please contact Cllr George
Jones on 01604 864100 or cllrjones@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Thank You:
The Parish Council would like to extend a big thank you to Shaun
King of Above and Beyond Cleaning. Having been approached for a
quote, Shaun was kind enough to take time out of his busy
schedule and use his expertise to give our bus shelters a much
needed clean free of charge. This is not Shaun’s first kind act for
the village, having previously cleaned a number of our road signs as
well.
Thank you, Shaun, from the whole Hartwell Parish Council.
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Jackie Weaver Inspires Local Lady…
As Cllr Jones detailed in his article Hartwell Parish Council are very
lucky to have several new faces on board, Claire Williams shares
her thoughts on joining the Parish Council
Scrolling through social media one day, I came across a comment
from a disgruntled villager on the Hartwell Community page - 'Well,
they won't do anything about it'. By 'they' the person meant the
Parish Council. It made me wonder about a few things. Had the
person reached out to the PC? Had the issue been raised with the
PC? Was there a solution to the issue?
I have lived in the village for five years with my partner and
step-daughter. I love the village, the people with their community
spirit. The sound of tractors rumbling past our house. The
community centre and the hard work that goes into organising new
and inventive options, giving small companies the opportunity to
get back out earning. I enjoy spending an evening at the Hartwell
Club where the committee and staff have worked so hard to adapt
during the virus to keep old and new customers safe We have the
beautiful Pocket Park which gives everyone a space to chill and
reflect and go exploring and the well maintained allotments which
provide a different social aspect to the village and supports with
residents wellbeing and physical exercise, but most of all I love
how welcoming and supportive everyone is with my disabled stepdaughter Harriet.
I am not particularly politically minded but I do have views which I
am prepared to discuss and I am successful at making things, which
mean something to me, happen. I wanted to give something back
to the village I love and see if there was anything I could do to help
eliminate comments like the one I saw on social media.
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Jackie Weaver's viral appearance added to my interest in parish
councils. I wanted to know what they did and what they had an
impact on, so I went to a meeting. They should not be
underestimated.
Currently they are a group of just nine volunteers (there are still
two vacancies) who are a group of interesting diverse people who
care deeply about their village and its residents and want to do the
right thing.
My first outing with the council was to do an asset walk around the
village. I didn't realise just how many roads there were to walk
down, checking on overgrown alleyways, street signs that have
rotted, dog litter bins which can't be reached, Christmas tree
location decisions and Remembrance Sunday parade planning. It
was not the most glamorous job (done in the pouring rain) but it
felt good and that we had done something positive. Most of the
issues we came across have now been resolved or are work in
progress.
I would say to you that if you see something which needs
addressing, please contact one of the councillors whose contact
details are all on the PC website and on page 4 of this edition of
Hartbeat and we will do our best to find a solution.
Maybe if we can deal with a few more issues which residents may
have, there will be fewer comments like the one which prompted
me to help make a change.
Claire Williams
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Six drenched parish councillors - Parish Council Asset Walk
(photo by Cllr Tina South)

Casual Vacancy x 2
Hartwell Parish Council currently has two parish
councillor vacancies.
For further information please email the Parish Clerk,
Lynn Lavender at clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Speed Indicator Device (SID)

The SID has been up and around Hartwell over the last two years.
It shows the vehicle's speed and is a reminder if you are going over
the speed limit. It also collects the speed data from all the vehicles
and these can be downloaded and analysed later. The SID is moved
around four locations in the village: Park road incoming, Ashton
road incoming and outgoing, and Forest road incoming.
As an example, here are two graphs showing the number of
vehicles measured within speed ranges. The left hand one is for
Park Road in August 2020, and the right hand one is for Forest Road
March 2021.

The graphs show that most vehicles are within the speed limit, but
there are significant numbers of vehicles that are speeding and, in
11

some cases, going well over the limit.
Please help to keep Hartwell a safe and pleasant place to live and
work by sticking to the speed limit. Thank you.
Best regards
SID
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West Northamptonshire Councillors

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

With the arrival of the West Northamptonshire Council (WNC)
Hartwell finds itself in the Hackleton and Grange Park ward which
covers 15 parishes. Following the May elections, we have three
new councillors for the ward: Stephen Clark, Fiona Cole and
Andrew Grant who work together to serve the area. Their chosen
method of keeping people in the area in touch with what they and
the WNC are doing is a very wide-ranging monthly bulletin
reflecting the many matters for which the new unitary council is
responsible. At the time of writing there are four bulletins (June to
September) which can be found on the Parish Council website
(www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk) by clicking the West Northants
Councillors heading on the home page. There are some specific
references to Hartwell e.g. The Northants Historic Churches Ride
and Stride Event joined by Stephen Clark (August bulletin) which
stopped for refreshments at St John the Baptist Church. Many of
the issues raised are relevant or may become so to Hartwell such
as:
Future development on the southern edge of Northampton
(September)
Local bus services (June, September)
Help with Highways (August)
Fly tipping (July, September)
Health and Social Care in rural areas (September)
Many different planning issues – all
Government proposed planning changes - Local Government
Association response (September)
Crime (June)
Local cycling plans (September)
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•
•

West Northants Strategic Plan (September)
Plant a Tree for the Queen’s Jubilee (June)
The new councillors want to hear your concerns. Their contact
details are:
Cllr Stephen Clark
steven.clark@westnorthants.gov.uk Tel. 01604 859031
Cllr Fiona Cole
fiona.cole@westnorthants.gov.uk Tel. 07977501573
Cllr Andrew Grant
andrew.grant@westnorthants.gov.uk Tel. 01327 350336 or
07711280546
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Hartwell
Village Watch

Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to
make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work.
The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and
their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local
environment.
Sharing Village Watch Information
Our Village Watch Co-ordinator is Judy Webster
who can be contacted as follows:Telephone: 01604 862809
Mobile: 07801 345232
email : heyjudew@live.co.uk
We post some relevant updates on Facebook via Hartwell Village
Community Group.
Village Watch also forwards local crime reports to the Hartwell
Parish Council website:- www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
If you would like to receive neighbourhood alert emails directly,
you can register your details at
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/80/join
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How you can protect yourself from Coronavirus-related scams:
There are some simple steps you can take that will protect you
from the most common Coronavirus-related scams. Here’s what
need to do:
1 - Watch out for scam messages
Your bank, or other official organisations, won’t ask you to share
personal information over email or text. If you receive an email
you’re not quite sure about, forward it to the Suspicious Email
Reporting Service (SERS): report@phishing.gov.uk
2 - Shopping online
If you're making a purchase from a company or person you don't
know and trust, carry out some research first, for example, by
checking to see if others have used the site and what their
experience was. If you decide to go ahead with the purchase, use a
credit card if you have one, other payment providers may not
provide the same protection.
3 - Unsolicited calls and browser pop-ups offering technical
support
Never install any software, or grant remote access to your
computer, as a result of a cold call. Remember, legitimate
organisations would never contact you out of the blue to ask for
financial details such as your PIN or full banking password.
NHS Test and Trace scams
Contact tracers will only call you from the number 0300 013 5000.
Anyone who does not wish to talk over the phone can request the
NHS Test and Trace service to send an email or text instead, inviting
them to log into the web-based service.
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All text or emails sent by NHS Test and Trace will ask people to sign
into the contact tracing website and will provide you with a unique
reference number. We would advise people to type the web
address https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk directly into their
browser, followed by the unique reference number given to you,
rather than clicking on any link provided in the message.

The NHS Test and Trace service will never:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak to them (for
example, those starting 09 or 087)
ask you to make any form of payment or purchase a product or any
kind
ask for any details about your bank account
ask for your social media identities or login details, or those of your
contacts
ask you for any passwords or PINs, or ask you to set up any
passwords or PINs over the phone
ask you to download any software to your PC or ask you to hand
over control of your PC, smartphone or tablet to anyone else
ask you to access any website that does not belong to the
government or NHS

Covid Vaccine Passport Scams
Beware of emails offering Covid vaccine passports .
Proof of vaccination is free via the NHS App or by calling the NHS on
119
If you think you have been a victim of fraud, please report it to
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Action Fraud at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling
0300 123 2040.

Protect yourself against vehicle crime
Please be mindful of vehicle crime which can be prevalent at this
time of the year.
Do you often park in an isolated car park at a local beauty spot or
similar? Thieves may be watching, waiting and pretending to be an
innocent member of public using the same facility! Do not openly
remove valuables from the car and place them in the boot. If it has
been seen it can become a target.
Do you keep tools in vehicles? Please ensure they are all security
marked where possible and serial numbers recorded. If possible,
park in a lit area and against a wall to reduce access to doors.
Please report any suspicious activity to Police, however trivial or
minor it may seem. An unusual car loitering in your street, cold
callers or persons going from street to street with no real
purpose. You may just prevent a crime happening!
To report a crime or incident, provide information or for advice,
call 101 or visit www.northants.police.uk
In an emergency, when there is a crime in progress or a life at risk,
always call 999.
To contact the South Northants Neighbourhood Team please email
either the Towcester or Brackley email addresses:
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NeighbourhoodTeamSouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.pnn.police.uk or
NeighbourhoodTeamSouthNorthantsBrackley@northants.pnn.police.uk
You can also provide confidential information should you wish to
remain anonymous. These calls can be made to the Independent
Charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or visit
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Village Watch - Together we can make a difference
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The Parochial Church Council (PCC) would like to thank the Parish
Council for their continuing support in grants for the upkeep of the
churchyard. These are used for mowing the grass and for keeping
the hedge by the path under control.
We are able to offer a range of worship due to John Buck Lay
reader of the Benefice and Peter Angus a visiting Lay Reader,
supporting Rev Donnelly also Ian and Fi Messenger organise and
take some services for us. When our regular services had to be
stopped we were able to offer a time for private prayer for a
number of weeks until we were directed to close fully and then we
worshipped on zoom. Sunday services in church are now happening
again at 10:30 and everyone is welcome.
Pizza, Praise & Puppets and Pop Up Praise had to be suspended
during the pandemic but this has started again with Fi Messenger
at the helm for The Archway Trust, a charity set up in the Benefice
in conjunction with Scripture Union. Sue Clutterham, the former
leader, has retired and we wish her and her husband Terry every
happiness in the new phase of their lives.
Our second Toy Sunday service had to take a different form in 2020
with only a small congregation but the support we had from the
village was huge with many donations of toys that were then taken
to a deprived area of Northampton with which Peter Angus is
involved. We will be holding Toy Sunday again on 12th December
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2021 and as before would be grateful for any donations. The Elves
and Fairies will be on hand to accept them in the afternoon
between 2 and 4pm and depending on the Covid situation during
the service in the morning at 10:30am.
A tree at the front of the church was decorated to represent the
Jesse Tree and many members of the congregation helped to do
this. They also made decorations for Easter… watch that space as it
will be decorated again in November. We have to thank Fi
Messenger for organising this.
The Christingle service became a Christingle Trail around the village
in 2020 and again we had great support with children, adults and
whole families taking part. Our thanks go to Fi Messenger for
organising and to everyone that helped and took part. The
Christingle Service in 2021 will hopefully be in church on 24th
December from 2 till 3pm.
The Strawberry Teas happened again but as in 2020 were a boxed
tea with just a few people sitting outside the church, socially
distanced of course! This was a great success with just over 100
teas sold, thank you to all who supported us. Our thanks to Carol
Buck, Denise Brack, Val Edwards, Melanie Pearson, Anne North,
Jody Hammond, Susan Cross, John Buck, Ian Cross and Ruth Burton
for the organising, cooking and delivery of the teas.
We held a Harvest service in 2021 at which the scarecrows took
part and then they returned in the afternoon with other volunteers
to help children and adults create scarecrows for a competition and
to take home. A collection of harvest food donations from the
congregation and other villagers also took place and the scarecrows
were kept very busy by the generosity of the village. The donations
were taken to the food bank at Weston Favell.
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It is wonderful to have so many willing volunteers and donors, not
only members of the PCC for their continued contributions but also
members of the wider congregation who give so generously
including donations of goods, time, cooking and painting skills
which when all put together make our church a lively, welcoming
place to meet for worship and social occasions.
Our Benefice magazine which is usually distributed monthly to
parishioners had to be suspended during the pandemic so Rev
Donnelly started a weekly newsletter to keep everyone updated.
The magazine for which there is a nominal charge will be resumed
as soon as possible and if you would like a magazine when this
happens or for now the weekly letter emailed to you please contact
Susan Cross or Denise Brack. If you do not have an email address
available to you for the newsletter a hard copy can be arranged.
Fortunately the Art Trail was allowed to go ahead in 2020 and
brought 300 plus visitors to our church. With refreshments and a
donation from the artists this revenue was very welcome. This will
be happening again from October 2nd to the 10th 2021 so may well
have taken place before the printing of this magazine.
A photographic competition was held but unfortunately did not
prove to be a success with only 25 entries. The photos that were
entered were all on display at the summer fete held this year at
Grange Farm House. A small profit was made thanks to the prize
money being donated.
Soup lunches and coffee mornings had to be suspended but are
now happening again on a Thursday morning.
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We are hoping to hold a Christmas Market at Grange Farm House
on 4th December 2021 from 2 to 4pm and look forward to see lots
of you there.
In September 2022 there will be an exhibition of hats during
Heritage Weekend and Susan Cross is hoping that people will loan
their fantastic head gear for everyone to see. The hats will be
displayed on heads made by the children from Hartwell School. A
request for items will be put on the village web site nearer the time
please keep an eye out for it or contact her now if you can’t wait!
We strive to make Hartwell church a happy welcoming place where
everyone is included. For details of services or what’s happening
please take a look on the notice board at the front of the church or
on the St John the Baptist web site.
www.hartwellstjohnthebaptist.com

Vicar: Reverend Mark Donnelly Telephone number: 01604 378557
Email: vicar.salceybenefice@gmail.com
The Vicarage
18 Hartwell Road
Roade
Northamptonshire
Church Warden: Mrs Denise Brack Telephone number: 01604
862531 Email: denise_brack@yahoo.co.uk
Secretary: Mrs Susan Cross Telephone number: 01604 863653
Email: susancross10@btinternet.com
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The Health walks are now known as Ramblers Wellbeing Walks.
Ramblers Wellbeing Walks, (Health Walks) in Hartwell continue to
provide opportunities for people to take free, easy and beneficial
exercise.
You don't need any specialist equipment, just dress sensibly for the
weather and wear appropriate footwear. There's no need to book,
just turn up on the day.
Over next few months, walks are taking place on the following
dates as follows:6th November
25th December
5th February
25th March

27th November
1st January 2022
26th February

4th December
22nd January
5th March

All these walks take place on the 1st and 4th Saturdays of each
month.
The walks set off from the Hartwell Club car park in Forest Road.
Please gather before 11:00 a.m., so that I can tick walkers in, and
register any new walkers as well, so that we can have a prompt
start at 11:00 a.m.
We have just introduced two walks. Walk 1 is a shorter walk for
those who like to do a gentler walk. Walk 2 is a longer walk for
those who like to do a brisker walk.
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Distance is approx. between 3 and 4 miles. Time is approx. 90
minutes
Refreshments are provided at the Church, after the walk.

Make a note in your diary now!
For more details, contact
George Jones
Walk Leader on 01604
864100
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Preschool has had another fantastic start to our academic year with
a return to some normality after a very different time last year. Our
children are all settling in very well and happily playing together
which has been fantastic to see.
During the last academic year with Covid restrictions in place, we
were unable to run our regular fundraising, family events. We did,
however manage to adapt our annual Easter Egg hunt to an Easter
trail around the village throughout the Easter holidays. We would
like to thank Charlotte Wilson (our previous Chair,) who
implemented and ran our Easter bunny doorstep drop with Vikki
Jewell to lots of excited children for a second year. We received
some extremely generous donations towards these events from;
Colleen Davie at Oakleaf, Leena Emanuele at LifeThing and Lee
Gardiner at Sky Pets Products. A Pre School family, the Joseph–
Hussains also donated a huge amount of Easter eggs to us. Thank you
to all of you, your generosity blew us away and the Easter events
ended up raising over £420 for Pre School, not to mention the
priceless smiles on the children’s faces.
We would like to extend a huge thank you to Charlotte Wilson and
the previous Pre School Committee for their dedication, hard work
and fabulous new ideas including the graduation ceremony which
they began in 2019. We have now formed a new committee for this
academic year with brand new officers and can’t wait to see the
return of some of our favourite events along with any new ideas!
We were very happy to be able to hold our Graduation ceremony
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with the children in July 2021, at the end of the summer term.
Although we were disappointed to be unable to invite parents to
attend, we did manage to video the ceremony and share this special
event with the children’s families.
Our Mini Explorers session continues to be very popular. We have
already been busy outside exploring our local area having lots of fun.
We really are very lucky to have such a wonderful local environment
to be able to enjoy.
We are continuing with our ‘Early Birds’ club which is pre bookable
and runs every morning from 8:45am – 9:15pm to enable parents a
little more flexibility in the mornings. Please get in touch if you’d like
more details.
We have some spaces for this academic year and we can enrol
children half termly. If you would like to register your child, please
email Keira Cox at hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk or visit us at
Hartwell Community Centre, School Lane for a form. We welcome
any parents and children who may be interested in seeing Pre School
in action to contact us via the above email address or to call Elaine
Andrews – Pre School Leader on 07522 924733 to arrange a visit.
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Hartwell Primary School
A Church of England Academy
News from Hartwell Primary School

The new academic year here at Hartwell Primary School has begun
with reassuring familiarity after the turbulence of the last two
academic years! It has been wonderful to welcome our children
and families back without the restrictions of bubbles and to
reintroduce aspects of school life that have been put on hold for
such a long time. It has been fabulous to hear the children singing
all together again.
Whilst we are very much future facing, I have to look back too. This
period of time has been so challenging for children, families and
staff alike, however I have been so proud and enthused by the
commitment and dedication of our Hartwell Primary School family.
Despite a very disrupted school experience for the past two years,
our children have taken things in their stride and have continued to
prove themselves as ‘good learners’. Our families have been
incredibly supportive of our school and the staff team, which has
certainly been appreciated. I also appreciate how supported I have
been as the headteacher by the staff team. In a time of great
uncertainty, the staff team have continued to serve our children
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with the same motivation, expertise and dedication, whatever the
circumstance – I am a lucky headteacher.
So to the future…there are so many aspects of school life that we
may have previously taken for granted, which feel so exciting right
now. Seeing children in class learning together is a sight to behold.
Children at our school understand what it is to be a learner: they
know that knowledge of a subject and knowledge of how to learn,
equals good progress. Learning only takes place when challenge is
present! At the heart of what we do is Reading; it truly is the
cornerstone of our curriculum!
The children playing together again on the playground is a
wonderful thing. The community of our school is so fundamental to
the culture of our school that being able to allow the children to
play with children from different classes or eat lunch together has
just been so important to our children.
Our extra-curricular clubs have restarted and we are now offering a
wider range of opportunities than ever before. Each day there are
clubs before and after-school providing sporting, creative and
cultural opportunities.
The term ahead is certainly packed with prospective parent tours,
going to church, marking Remembrance, parents’ evenings, and so
the list goes on…
If you would like to stay up to date with what is going on at our
school, the weekly newsletter is a great place to start:
https://hartwellschool.com/parent-zone/newsletters
Mrs Jamie Pardon, headteacher
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General services and utilities

Anglian Water

0800 771881

Emergency health advice

111

Power cut - any supplier

105

Mailing list preference service

08457 034599

National Gas

0800 111999

Police

101

Royal Mail

08457 740740

Trading standards

707900

Education
Hartwell Church of England Primary School
Headteacher: Jamie Pardon

862880

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce

862880

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus

862125

Willison Centre

864581

Hartwell Pre-school group: Kiera Cox

hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk

Government
MP: Andrea Leadsom

01327 353124

For West Northants Councillors please see page 14
West Northants Council Head Office

0300 126 7000

South Northants Area -24/7 payment line for
Council Tax

01327 322350
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Village amenities

area code is 01604
except where
otherwise given

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley

862533

Community Centre Hall:
Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk
Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones

864100

Hartwell Club

862497

Hartwell PO and Store

862205

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Janet Fallows

863413

Rose & Crown public house

862393

St John the Baptist Church
The Rev Mark Donelly

378557

Churchwarden: Denise Brack

862531

Secretary: Susan Cross

863653

Village groups
Hart & Soul Community Choir: Jane Austin

07811 939566

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: Sarah Sheard

859116

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones

864100

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle

863329

Hartwell Youth Club

624611

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths

862708

Women’s Institute: Claire Griffiths

862708
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust
(registered charity 800622)
The Trust is proud to be able to provide just over 3 acres of land for
the provision of rented allotments for the village residents. The land,
divided between two sites, is situated at Folly Lane and Ashton Road
and is managed by the trust; it is not council owned. Both allotment
sites have access to running water are within easy walking distance
to all. Cultivating and maintaining an allotment is definitely hard
work and requires time and commitment, but it is still very popular
and most definitely has its rewards. We are pleased to have been
able to offer plots to several new comers on both sites this year.
Although there is at present a short waiting list, regardless of your
experience we would be pleased to hear from any of you interested
in obtaining a plot. The allotment community consists of like-minded
people all of them enthusiastic and with different levels of various
skills and experience. All new comers are welcome, so if you are
interested in cultivating an extra bit of ground and would like to try
your hand at growing some vegetables, fruit or flowers and would
like to join us please contact us for further information.
Brian Burrows - secretary
tel: 07840 759495

Janet Fallows – chair
tel: 07831 520097
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Hartwell Youth Club

Open every Monday during term time 4.30 – 6.00pm for young people in
school Yr 5 and up.
Activities include sports, crafts, cooking and more.
In the next couple of months we will be introducing our Virtual Reality
project in addition to our regular activities!
Come and join us at Hartwell Community Centre
New members are always welcome, please email sarah@cypn.org for
more information or call 07422 573625

During school holidays we enjoy other activities that are advertised on
our Facebook page @youthinspireduk – follow us to see some pictures
of our summer holiday session activities!
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Roade Junction Community Group
Roade Library Hub – Latest News
The Library is now open with all services available
We offer a complete library service, including browsing, renewing
books, and checking books in/out. As always Adults and Children
can borrow up to 20 books for 21 days, after which time you will get
an email reminder to either renew your books on-line, or
alternatively call into the Library and renew.
We can also enrol new library users including converting to full
membership those who joined as virtual users, during lockdown.
Membership is free and you can use your card at all
Northamptonshire public libraries.
We have relaxed our Covid restrictions, in line with national
guidance, but still ask you to wear a mask whilst browsing, but this
can be removed when seated. We have a hand hygiene station and
we keep the library well ventilated.
The reserving of books has also been restarted, allowing you to
reserve a book(s) from any library in Northamptonshire.
We can as before provide help with Bus Pass and Blue Badge
applications.
You can do printing, photocopying, and use the computers in the
library.
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Don’t forget we offer refreshments on Friday afternoons, so you can
relax with a book, a cup of tea or coffee and a slice of cake.
New Opening Times
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

10am to 2pm
2pm to 6pm
2 pm to 6pm
11am to 1pm

Rhymetime
Those with younger children will be pleased to know that we have
restarted ‘Rhymetime’ on Wednesdays 11:00 to 11:30, and it is
already proving popular. ‘Rhymetime’ introduces under-fives to the
well-known and not so well-known rhymes to music. All pre-school
children are welcome, from newborn.
Clubs
Mah Jong meets 1st and 3rd Thursday afternoons, and Roade Readers
meets the last Friday of the month. Numbers are growing for both
of these activities, with members really valuing being able to meet
up again.
Recent Events
We held a very successful Strawberry Cream Tea event in August in
Marian Barber’s beautiful garden in the High Street Roade. Thanks
to a lot of careful preparation by our volunteers it went off safely and
smoothly and we had many compliments from those who came.
The event raised an excellent sum of £400 for Library funds.
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Some of our guests enjoying their strawberry teas in the summer sunshine
To coincide with the running of our summer reading challenge for
children 5 to 11 years, we had a successful series of craft events in
August (like building a water rocket). These were popular and well
attended. To continue our offering of activities for children we are
planning a craft event during the October half-term, to coincide with
Halloween.
Other Halloween events are being organised by village groups in
collaboration with the library. Watch out for information on
Facebook/Posters and in the library.
The library also has a number of other events planned for the
Autumn.
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Evening Entertainments
A Film night: This is where we will show a popular new film and
provide refreshments to make a pleasant evening out.
Also planned is ‘A one man show’, about Alan Bennett, which we will
be putting on in November (30th).
Tickets will be sold at the library so watch out for information on
these events again on Facebook and Posters.
We recently had our Library Subscription Members’ special event in
September, which was a talk about RE-ACT, an emergency response
charity that goes out to disaster zones to provide immediate help.
Thank you as always for supporting us, it enables us to continue
offering a full library service and much more for the community.
Roger Wood
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Remembrance Sunday

10:55am at
the War Memorial

Followed by a service at
St John the Baptist Church
Numbers up to a maximum of 60 welcome to attend

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.
At the going down of sun and in the morning.
We will remember them.
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Hart and Soul Community Choir are back!
We are back singing! Hart and Soul Community Choir (HaSCC) are
thrilled to be back rehearsing live weekly at Hanslope village hall
(conforming with national COVID regulations).
A friendly, mixed voice, non-audition, community choir, HaSCC
invites anyone who enjoys a sing, whistle, or hum to come and
enjoy a free taster session at any of their termly sessions. With no
prior experience needed, and no need to read music (though this is
provided), everyone is welcome.
We sing up to 4-part harmony and in a big array of genres from Folk
and Pop to well-loved musicals. The choir’s musical director, Anna
Lusty says: ‘From the moment I began directing HaSCC I recognized
how special it is both as a choir and as a supportive community every session there is laughter, fun, and a love of singing shared
amongst us all.’
This coming year there are exciting opportunities to perform
locally, at charity events and further afield, as the choir belatedly
celebrates its 10th anniversary.
Why not come and join us on a Wednesday evening at 8-9:30pm- a
warm welcome awaits. To find out more about us visit our website
at: www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk or email Anna at
hartandsoulchoir@gmail.com.
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park
Green Flag Community Award 2021/2
The 2021 hay rake in September felt like a new dawn. After 18
months of cancelling events and not advertising any activity in the
park, Hay Rake and hot dogs was publicised around the village and
was the best supported in the park’s history. A big thankyou to all
who came and helped. There was a lot of mown grass to clear up
but with 30 people to do it – many of them first time helpers – a
huge grass pile was soon built and reduced by vigorous jumping.
Then it was on to the hot dogs, a sip of cider and a good array of
mouth-watering cakes and many an interesting chat. Many thanks
to all who donated the cakes – they were much appreciated.
Thanks also to the many new Friends of Ashwood Acre who signed
up on that day – we look forward to keeping you in touch with
what’s going on in the park.

•

•

Not everyone will have seen the Autumn 2020 Hartbeat Extra –
here are a few headlines about things that happened in 2020
Ashwood Acre had more visitors than ever before during the
lockdowns– we were glad that the park was both well used and
well respected
The wildflower beds improved year on year with several new plants
making a first appearance in the park
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•
•
•

•

Yellow rattle was sown in the autumn because it weakens grass
growth making it easier for wildflowers to establish
Wootton Waitrose customers donated tokens that raised £392
pounds for the park
Plants intended for the spring event were sold to Friends of the
Park with all money raised, more than £500, going to the Hartwell
Food Bank and the Northampton Hope Centre
The Park noticeboard was refurbished by Dave Heron
In October Ashwood Acre was again awarded the Green Flag
Community Award and placed in the highest 80%+ band. Since
2011 we have entered the park every two years. We have not
always been placed in the highest band though we tend to think
that depends more on who comes to judge than on the quality of
the park. The 2021/2 award follows a visit by a judge in August
when the park was in its late summer shaggy state. He met a few
people who help maintain the park, liked what we told him about
its history and management and in his feedback described it as ‘a
marvellous park’. It’s good to have this external view and puts a
spring in our steps as we go into the winter maintenance season.
The six information boards around the park were replaced in the
spring of 2021 with shiny new readable ones. We’d like to thank
Clearly Secure Ltd (Steve Melville and Carole Young) for kindly
donating new boards for the third time since the park officially
opened in 2009. Steve and Carole not only manufactured the
boards but went beyond the call of duty to remove the old ones
and replace with the new. Apparently this was done by torchlight!
Many thanks to Steve and Carole for getting it done at a time when
the company was exceptionally busy.
Everything grew at an unusually fast rate in the spring of 2021 – the
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grass, the hedges, the trees and the weeds The fruiting thicket is
becoming very dense and threatening to take over the little orchard
on its north side. In the winter we shall embark on more radical
pruning of trees and shrubs than usual to make sure they have
enough room and light. We’re also aiming to plant common
primroses around the edges of the thicket to take advantage of the
lighter conditions.
Ashwood Acre is a place for wildlife and people to share. The range
of wildflowers in the park has been slowly increasing and when
conditions are right there are plenty of pollinating insects to be
found on the bee and butterfly bank. The three wildflower beds we
planted a couple of years ago have increased the diversity of plants
and at last in 2021 the yellow rattle seeds we sowed in the previous
autumn flowered. Yellow rattle is a parasite on grass. It slows down
vigorous grass growth giving wildflowers a chance. The yellow rattle
set seed and we hope we’ll see more of it near the wildflower beds
in 2022. One of the ironies after 13 years of the pocket park is that
the area we chose to call the wildflower meadow grows grass so
well that wild flowers don’t flourish there, although there was for
the first time in years a wonderful show of buttercups in 2021. At
some expense we are intending to sow a lot of wild rattle seed
across the meadow during the autumn in the hope that grass
growth will slow down and we shall see more and more wildflowers
there in the future.
•

A few more headlines:
After 8 years the old compost bins made from pallets supplied by
builders of the School Lane development disintegrated. We now
have new bins and an excellent supply of good compost which we’ll
use on the bank this winter.
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•

•

Our Hayter Ranger mower is only 13 years old and works well
except that one of the wheels has disintegrated. To our
amazement, a spare is not available. Yes, we have scoured the
internet and ebay. Over the winter we will try to find a way to fix it.
Don’t replace, repair is our mantra but we may not succeed this
time. Any bright ideas would be welcome – email
ashwoodacre@btinternet.com .
If you go to in 5the park in the spring and find the willow tunnel is a
2-metre-high corridor don’t be surprised. The Mohican style must
go. It’s time for a re-weave.
So, there’s plenty going on at Ashwood Acre. Let’s hope 2022 will
be a more normal year and that come May we can hold our Spring
Event and fundraiser with special attractions, stalls and plants on a
fine day in a safe environment. We hope to tell you about it in
Hartbeat next spring.

•
•

•

How can you support the park?
Above all visit the park and enjoy it.
Think about helping out. We could do with more help at our
monthly volunteer sessions (see below) – a couple of hours on a
Saturday afternoon from time to time is enjoyable, invigorating and
a free way of getting fitter. Current regular helpers range from 13
years to late seventies.
Help make sure the park thrives in the future. Think about joining
the Pocket Park Committee – we have a vacancy and would
welcome new blood and new ideas. In normal times there are three
pretty informal meetings a year, but practical support is always
welcome.
If you are new to the village you may need to know that the park is
just down the lane that runs alongside the Ashton Road allotments
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next to the cemetery. Look for the brown sign on the Ashton Road.
The Park relies on the work of volunteers. Tidying sessions are
usually on the third Saturday of the month from 2 – 4 p.m.
The pocket park website www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com has
information about the park and a selection of photographs. Dates
of events and working parties can be found there. If you would like
more information, to volunteer or become a Friend of Ashwood
Acre please email ashwoodacre@btinternet.com or ring Derek
Hawley on 01604 862533.
Derek Hawley
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News from Roade Local History Society
Our first event after lockdown was our AGM on 28th July, when we
also enjoyed a very entertaining trip ‘Down Memory Roade’Memories of Roade residents put together by Ron Johnson were
read by our talented acting team and illustrated with slides.
On 31st July we took part in an exhibition marking the centenary of
Roade War Memorial and raised funds to straighten the headstone
of the Ryan memorial in Roade Cemetery. Captain James Ryan was
killed and buried in France during WW1 but is also remembered on
the family grave and there are no living direct relatives.

On 22nd September we had a fascinating talk by Maureen Williams
about Horton Hall, one of Northamptonshire’s lost country houses,
and some of its most distinguished owners and occupants.
Forthcoming events: Unless otherwise indicated, events take place
at 7.30 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall where refreshments are
available. Admission: Members £2 (subscription £5 p.a.), members’
children up to 16 free. Non-members - adults £3, children 50p. Do
come and give us a try - you will be very welcome.
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Between January and June 2021 as a practice we carried out Covid
vaccinations for over 25500 patients! We wish to extend a huge
thank you to all of our volunteers who worked alongside the
practice staff to enable our clinics to run so smoothly.
On the 3rd July we held our last Covid Vaccination clinic at Grange
Park Surgery.
If you are still awaiting your second vaccine please call 119 or visit
www.nhs.uk who will be able to advise you where your local
vaccination centre is.
Covid Vaccination Boosters
We have received a number of calls from patients who had seen
articles printed in the press about Covid Boosters.
At the time of going to print we are awaiting the guidance from
NHS England and will update patients as soon as we have the
information.
Winter Flu Clinics
Last year due to the pandemic we held our Flu clinics at Roade,
Hanslope and Blisworth Village halls. This enabled us to adhere to
social distancing and the guidelines that were in place.
Due to the success of these clinics we have decided to hold
weekend clinics again at Roade Village Hall on weekends
throughout October, November and December.
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Once we have finalised the plans and have confirmed delivery dates
for the vaccines, we will notify patients through the usual channels.
Practice news updates
The quickest and easiest way to keep up to date with news from
the surgery is to visit our website
www.theparksmedicalpractice.co.uk or alternatively ‘like’ our
Facebook page The Parks Medical Practice.
E-Consult
Our E-consult system is working very well and whilst our phone
lines continue to be extremely busy, we wish to remind patients
that if they are struggling to get through on the phones to consider
using this service.
Patients can use e-consult to seek medical advice (a clinician will
call you by the end of the next working day) for any administration
queries and sickness certificate requests.
E-consult can be accessed via our website
www.theparksmedicalpractice.co.uk and click on the blue e-consult
banner towards the bottom of the home page.
Practice Team Update
We have recently welcomed 3 new GPs to the Practice. They will
predominantly working from Blisworth, Grange Park and Hanslope
sites. Paramedic Kieron Tanner has also recently joined us. He is
able to help patients with illnesses including UTI’s, coughs and
colds, back and limb pain, tonsils and ear problems, rashes and skin
complaints.
Kieron works Monday and Friday out of Grange Park and Hanslope
surgeries, but patients from all four of our sites can be signposted
to him.
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Recycling of empty medicine packets
For the last 3 months Roade and Hanslope have collected empty
medicine packets on behalf of Terracycle. Unfortunately, they will
now only be offering this scheme to Superdrug stores. From the 1 st
October the scheme will no longer operate through us but patients
can take their empty packets to Superdrug stores.

With very best wishes
Louise Ball
Roade Surgery Manager
and
Sam Hillier
Hanslope Surgery Manager
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Towcester Area Door-to-Door
Urgent appeal for volunteer drivers in Hartwell
Towcester Area Door-to-Door (TADD) is a long-established charity
operating a door-to door community transport service for people in
Hartwell and across the West Northants area. The service enables
the elderly and disabled to attend medical and well-being related
appointments and services. TADD is affordable and helps people
retain independence in the absence of suitable public transport and
avoid reliance on family, friends and neighbours.
During the COVID pandemic there has been a dramatic decrease in
the number of journeys made, however we have continued to
provide transport for those who needed it. Routine appointments
are beginning to be made once again, the flu and booster vaccine
campaign is starting up and we are seeing an increase in requests
for transport. We desperately need volunteer drivers in Hartwell.
We have had a long period with only one driver and have over 30
members in the village.
There are many people who rely on TADD in the community, so if
you have a little spare time and are a driver, please consider
volunteering to help your neighbours. You never know when you
might need to use the service yourself!
Drivers need to have access to a car, be available on a fairly regular
50

basis and are required to complete a DBS check. Mileage is
reimbursed at the HMRC rate, insurance premiums are not
impacted and journeys are allocated weekly by mutual agreement.
To learn more about becoming a member or volunteering for TADD
visit www.towcesterareadoor2door.com or email
volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk

A TADD volunteer driver
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Do you want to help the environment and save food from waste?
Do you like a bargain? Would you like to be involved in a
community driven project? Then look no further....
COME AND JOIN OUR COMMUNITY LARDER!

During lockdown, Roade volunteers distributed food boxes to
households in Roade and surrounding parishes who needed
support due to isolation, health or for economic reasons. This saved
many tonnes of food being sent to waste.
Now that we are emerging from the pandemic, our vision as a
Community Larder is to continue to reduce food waste and make a
positive impact on the environment. We also want to continue to
support people in our communities with affordable food, available
to all.
The TowFood larders opened in April this year in Roade and
Towcester and offer membership to EVERYONE. The larder is open
on Monday afternoons 1.30-2.30pm at Roade Village Hall. Full
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details of the sessions can be found on our website
www.towfood.org.uk.
The Roade Community Larder is a membership programme that
provides access to surplus groceries (store cupboard items and fruit
and vegetables) at heavily subsidised rates. To secure a consistent
supply, we subscribe to SOFEA, an organisation that works closely
with FareShare to distribute surplus food from supermarkets and
businesses. We are a non-profit organisation run by volunteers.
Membership is open to EVERYONE and weekly shop costs as little
as £4.
Please see https://www.towfood.org.uk/larder for details of how
to sign up or find us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/TowFoodRoade
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The Hartwell Homes and Garden Produce Show
It would seem to those of you who do not come along, feel that
your entries would not be worthy! Nothing could be further from
the truth; you do not have to be a Chelsea Medal Winner or a BakeOff Finalist.
We just want to encourage people to grow whatever they like, be
it vegetables or flowers in their back garden, window box, tub or
allotment and put them on display for others to admire and enjoy.
The baking and craft sections are the same, they are hobbies that
we all enjoy doing. So in September 2022 why not share your
passion with other likeminded people and meet new and old
friends.
All entries still belong to you and may be taken away after judging.
The Judges are completely independent and not the Committee as
some may think. Anything you are happy to donate will be
auctioned at the end with the proceeds of the day given to Hartwell
Organisations. This year it was The Community Centre and The
Pocket Park For them to use for the continuing benefit of the
Village.
Lastly to all the children out there, it is never too soon for them to
start growing produce along with mum and dad and we all know
they love baking with grandmas so why not encourage them too.

Michael Hemmings
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Flood emergency e.g. from a blocked road drain?
The Parish Council have a supply of ‘Aqua Sacs’ which can be collected and
deployed to prevent flood damage if your property is facing an immediate
threat from flood water.
AQUA-SACS are used for flood control in a similar way to traditional
sand-bags. The bag is a sturdy jute sack containing a superabsorbent
polymer, which is retained inside a finely-woven inner bag. After soaking
in water for 3-5 minutes, it self-inflates to over 30 times its original size!
They are lighter than sandbags, and easier to handle. A number of bags can
be used to form a dam to divert a flow of water.
Please Contact any Parish councillor if you have a flood emergency.
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For all your computer requirements, upgrades, virus
and malware removal, networking etc, please contact
John Brandom on 07842535451 or 01908569308 for
a free no obligation quote. NO FIX NO FEE. And no
call out charge within a five mile radius of Stony
Stratford (DESKTOPS AND LAPTOPS
NOTEBOOKS AND TABLETS REPAIRS ALL
AVAILABLE) Fixed in the comfort of your own home
if possible. Speedy PC is available for business from
Monday to Saturday
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Your local, reliable, affordable
Plumbing and Heating Engineer.
Based in Hartwell, Northants.
Domestic plumbing a speciality.
- Radiators, Taps, Leaking pipes.
- Blocked Toilets and Urinals.
- Baths, Sinks and Showers.
- Fault finding on unvented cylinders.
- Unvented cylinder, fittings, servicing.

Contact me for a free quote for ALL your heating and
plumbing needs.
Available for Emergency Call Out

E-mail

sarah-plumbing@hotmail.co.uk
Phone – 079 1066 3492
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