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NEWS REPORT AUGUST 2022 

Monthly Highlights 
We are still seeking sponsors to support families and individuals fleeing the war in Ukraine.  In addition, I 
am still investigating bus passes for our Ukrainian residents to use with all bus services.  However, I 
understand that Cogenhoe and Whiston Parish Council are providing short term bus passes for those 
Ukrainian residents using the Cogenhoe Village Hopper.   
 
Highways has decided to reduce the speed limit to 50mph along the A428 from the Lakeside roundabout 

through to the county boundary.  I am meeting with Highways on 8 July to better understand the impact of 

the solution on the A428.  I have provided an agenda of points of concern including but not limited to: 

Changes to be implemented, Enforcement, Safer Routes to School, Access off the A428 to the villages, 

Strategic Freight Network and other matters.  This is an important first step in seeking to improve the 

highway safety of the A428. 

I visited the Open Day at the Baby Basics Northamptonshire office on the morning of 23 June 2022.  Baby 
Basics is a volunteer-led project aiming to support new mothers and families who are struggling to meet 
the financial and practical burden of looking after a new baby.  They are always looking for Donation points.  
 
hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ нп WǳƴŜ нлннΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ψ{ƻƴƎǎ ŀǘ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ wŜŎǘƻǊȅ DŀǊŘŜƴΣ 
vǳƛƴǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩΣ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ǉƻverty.   
 
On Sunday 26 June 2022, I went to the Open Gardens in Brafield on the Green.  All entrance fees to the 
Open Gardens, and any stalls in the gardens, were to be donated to the Village Jubilee Fund as they hope to 
be able to plant some trees and contribute to some new equipment for the Play Area.   
 
Thank you to the Churchwardens of the Parishes of St John the Baptist, Piddington & Horton and St John 
the Baptist of Quinton & Preston Deanery for inviting me to the Licensing Service for the Rev Margaret 
Simmonds by the Bishop of Brixworth, The Right Reverend John Holbrook on 27 June 2022.  It was great to 
meet everyone and to welcome Margaret into her new role. 
 
As promised, I went along to the Cogenhoe Pre-school, Pre-Loved Sale on 3 July 2022.  It was good to see so 
many residents supporting them.   
 
The Place Scrutiny Committee is considering Active Travel in West Northamptonshire and I have raised the 
matter of Hackleton Parish CouncilΩs active travel requirements as set out in the Hackleton Parish Council 
Neighbourhood plan.   
 
On 3 July 2022, I went to the Yardley Hastings Open Gardens.  There were 14 gardens open in aid of St 
Andrew's Church.   
 
We are gathering views about our draft Gambling Act 2005-Statement of Licensing Policy 2022-2025.  
Please have your say before midnight Sunday 21 August.  
 
Payments totalling £16.3million have been made to residents across West Northants under the Council Tax 
Energy Rebate scheme.  I have given you a further update in this monthΩs report. 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is currently carrying out a review of the 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƛȊŜΣ ǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлнрΦ  The last electoral 
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review in Northamptonshire took place in 2013 anŘ ²b/Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
those of the previous county council, with 93 councillors serving across 31 wards.  Full Council on 30 June, 
recommended a new council size of between 77 and 82 councillors.  The outcome of this first stage of the 
review will be known in late August, with the Commission then moving on to Stage Two to determine the 
new ward boundaries, which will involve consultation with residents throughout this autumn.   
 
Examination of the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 continues as we prepare for a six-week public 
consultation on proposed changes.  A Part 2 Local Plan for the Daventry Area was adopted in February 
2020, while the Part 2 Local Plan for the South Northants Area was adopted in July the same year. 
 
The Planning Policy Committee agreed at its meeting on 28 June 2022 that residents should be asked for 
their views on a new draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for employment land allocations, 
which would sit alongside the South Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 to help inform decision-making on 
planning applications.  It will be subject to a six-ǿŜŜƪ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
views on the draft SPD, which will include a series of local drop-in sessions where residents can find out 
more.  
 
The Planning Policy Committee agreed at its meeting on 28 June 2022 changes to the Spatial Options Plan 
Period.  The spatial options consultation envisaged a plan period extending up to 2050 to reflect the 
anticipated spatial framework for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc.  In response to representations received and 
in the light of increased uncertainty regarding the production of a spatial framework for the Arc, the 
committee agreed to reduce the plan period to 2041.  In addition, the timetable for the preparation of the 
WNSP was updated and this was addressed by a revised Local Development Scheme.  It envisages the 
approval of a draft plan for public consultation by the end of the calendar year so that the Plan can be 
adopted by March 2024. 
 
The Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill was published and given its first reading on 12 May 2022.  The Bill 
incorporates some of the proposals for planning reform outlined in the earlier Planning for the Future 
White Paper (August 2020), where they support ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ approach to Levelling Up.  It suggests 
that changes to planning procedures will begin to take place from 2024, once the Bill has Royal Assent and 
associated regulations and changes to national policy are in place.  I have provided some details in my 
Monthly Report 
 
WNC will be collecting the unwanted garden bins in Blisworth, Grange Park, Quinton, Roade and the new 
part of Wootton, on the weekend of Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 July, during the hours of 9am ς 5pm on both 
days.  
 
The 3472 Billing Causeway No 5 repairs started on 27 June.  These works will improve the structural 
stability of the bridge and improve the safety for road users. The bridge will be reinstated as per the 
original design, and it is expected to take 6 weeks. 
 
A series of drop-in Community Hubs for armed forces personnel, veterans, and their families, is being 
extended to Sixfields Stadium.  Sessions will take place in the Cobblers Lounge between 10am and midday 
on the first Monday of every month. 
 
I hope that you are all going to have a great time over the summer.  Vacations are a good time to relax and 
enjoy some time with your family and friends.  Whether your break is short or long, abroad or in the UK, I 
am sure that like me, you will be looking forward to finally getting some time away.   

All the Best, Steve 
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK 

Meeting with Highways to discuss reduction in A428 speed limit  
The Speed Limit Review Panel have considered my request for a 40mph limit on the A428 at Denton.  
Following extensive discussion via the Speed Limit Review Panel and the Red Route Group and following 

analysis of all the information available to us it has been decided 
to reduce the speed limit to 50mph along the A428 from the 
Lakeside roundabout through to the county boundary.  There is a 
chance that this could extend all along the A428 into Milton 
Keynes, our Road Safety Manager is currently in dialogue with 
Milton Keynes Council.  It was determined that a reduced limit of 
50mph for the whole length of the route would be more suitable 
than a short section of 40mph surrounded by sections of 
derestricted limits which can lead to driver confusion.   This will 
now be passed over to our engineers who will progress this 
through the legal process, which needs to be followed prior to 
the limit being changed on site.  I have shared the information 

with Denton and Brafield Parish Councils, who were pleased to hear that action was being taken.  I have 
raised several queries with Highways and requested the evidence that underpins their proposal, so that I 
can understand the basis for the recommendation.  I have arranged a meeting with WNC Highways on 8 
July to better understand the impact of the solution on the A428.  I have provided an agenda of points of 
concern including but not limited to: Changes to be implemented, Enforcement, Safer Routes to School, 
Access off the A428 to the villages, Strategic Freight Network and other matters.  This is an important first 
step in seeking to improve the highway safety of the A428, and I look forward to continuing this 
conversation in the months ahead. 

Cogenhoe Farmers Market 
Do try to come along to the next one on Sunday 10 July 2022 from 10am to 3pm. 

Brafield Open Gardens 26 June 2022 
On Sunday 26 June 2022, I went to the Open Gardens in Brafield on the Green. As 2022 commemorates the 
Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, entrance fees to the Open Gardens, and any stalls in the gardens, 
were to be donated to the Village Jubilee Fund.  

They hope to be able to plant some trees 
and contribute to some new equipment 

for the Play Area.  When I arrived, a steady stream of visitors was entering the Village Hall to purchase 
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entrance tickets to the Open Gardens. We received a map, which displayed the numbers relating to the 
entrance to each of the gardens. There were 16 locations marked including the Sargeant Memorial Hall, St 
Laurence Church, Alley Garden Allotments, Village Pond & Chris Pittams, Church Yard and 11 Open 
Gardens.  I very much enjoyed visiting the Brafield on the Green Flower Festival and Open Gardens today 
and I look forward to seeing them again next year.  Well done to all who 
organised the event. 

Flower Festival, St Lawrence Church, Brafield 
On Sunday 26 June 2022, I went to the Flower Festival at St Laurence 
Church, Brafield on the Green.  This year the theme was The Four 
Seasons and proceeds from the stalls around the village and 
refreshments, which were available in the Sargeant Memorial Hall will go 
to the church.   
It is a lovely village occasion, and many had 
walked from other parts of the village to join 

visitors from 
neighbouring villages.  
We all enjoyed the 
atmosphere and beauty 
of the decorated church 
of St Laurence. It was 

good to meet up with John Ford and Jenny Monk from 
Little Houghton and Cliff Brown from Puerto Del Rosario, Canarias, Spain. 

 

Songs at Sunset in the Old 
Rectory Garden, Quinton 
On Friday 24 June 2022, I had the 
ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ψ{ƻƴƎǎ ŀǘ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩ 
in the Old Rectory Garden, Quinton in 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩΣ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
poverty. It was a wonderful evening of music and 
poetry.  
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The choir Musica performed a mixed programme of varied music 
including well-known stage and screen melodies, folk songs, church 
music, pop songs and classics.  Poetry readings were interspersed with 
various sections of the musical programme, and they added an extra 
dimension to the evening.  Thank you to Emma Wise and Alan Kennedy 
for hosting and organising the concert in their beautiful garden.  It was 
great to hear from Andrew and Jane Betts about the work of Advantage 
Africa and their projects across Kenya and Uganda.  

Licencing Service for Rev Margaret Simmonds 
 
Thank you to the 
Churchwardens of the 
Parishes of St John the 
Baptist, Piddington & 
Horton and St John the 
Baptist of Quinton & 
Preston Deanery for 
inviting me to the 
Licensing Service for the 
Rev Margaret Simmonds 
by the Bishop of 
Brixworth, The Right 
Reverend John Holbrook 
on 27 June 2022. It was 
great to meet all of you 
and to welcome 
Margaret into her new 
role. 
 

 

Foliage obscuring the Brafield village sign 
 
 
In the light of the proposed changes to the A428 to 
improve Highway Safety, I have escalated the fact that 
some foliage is obscuring the Brafield sign, which 
prevents motorists from being immediately aware that 
they are entering the village. I will keep you informed as 
to progress. 
 
 

 

Cogenhoe Pre School, Pre-Loved Sale & the Cogenhoe 
Parish Council Help Desk 
On 30 June 2022, I went to Cogenhoe Pre School to drop off 
some chocolate for the Pre School Chocolate Tombola, which 
was held at the Pre-Loved Sale on Sunday 3 July.  


























































