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Hartbeat is published twice each year by Hartwell Parish Council.  
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in it is 

accurate, the Publishers accept no responsibility for any errors or 

omissions.  All content must be attributable to an author: non-
attributable material will not be published.  Tony Barker is the 

editor and he can be contacted by email at 

hartbeathartwell@gmail.com. 

The next edition will be produced just before Easter 2018. 

 

Advertising in Hartbeat helps keep your business in 
people’s minds. 

Current rates are: Back cover (in colour), £40.00; Full page inside, 

£32.00; Half page, £20.00; Quarter page, £15.00.  There’s a 10% 
discount for repeat advertisers. 

Send your copy electronically to: hartbeathartwell@gmail.com or 

provide hard copy to the Parish Clerk at 1 Hazel Close, Hartwell. 

Payment is required either by cheque made payable to Hartwell 

Parish Council and sent to the Parish Clerk or by direct transfer into 

the Parish Council bank account.  Payment must be received before 
the final copy deadline. 

 

On the cover 

Hart and Soul - our community choir, in rehearsal at 

school.  A full story about them appears on pages 27- 29 

 

 

  

mailto:hartbeathartwell@gmail.com
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This is your magazine and we welcome feedback about the 

presentation, balance and coverage of topics in it.  In particular, if 

there are issues that you feel have been missed out, we’d like to 

know about them so they can be included in the future.  You might 

even be invited to write a piece or provide a short snippet to fill a 

chatterbox.  Any comments can be addressed to the Editor at 

hartbeathartwell@gmail.com or to the Chairman of the Parish 

Council, Deborah Barker at cllr.barker@gmail.com. 
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 Hartwell Parish Council 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Fuller 

1 Hazel Close, Hartwell, NN7 2LA 

Email: clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Tel: 07947 723200 

Website: www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

The Council is: 

Deborah Barker (Chairman) 861295 

John Budden 862015 

Ben Childs  

Stephen Dawson 863802 

Graham Harris 863439 

David Heron 863622 

George Jones 864100 

Scott Turner 864771 

 

The Council meets on the second Thursday of each month except for 

August when no meeting is held.  Meetings are held in the Lounge 

at Hartwell Community Centre, School Lane and start at 7.30 pm.  

All meetings are open to the public and include a public 

participation session at 7.35 pm.  The agenda and minutes for each 

meeting are posted on the village noticeboards and on the village 

website. 

 
all are area code 01604 

mailto:clerk@hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Editorial 

Welcome to this Autumn edition of Hartbeat, especially to those of 

you who have moved to the village since the Spring edition was 

published.  Published twice a year, it contains lots of useful 

information and together with the Parish Council website and four 

notice boards around the village you can find out most of what’s 

going on. 

In March the new grounds maintenance contractors started work 

cutting the grass in the village, at the Community Centre field and 

the cemetery.  It has to be admitted that there have been some 

teething problems in this first year of the contract and Sarah Fuller, 

our Parish Clerk, and I have had phone conversations and a couple 

of on-site meetings with Wayne, their Operations Director, to 

discuss the issues.  The contractors have not always met the 

specifications of the contract and with the mild and wet weather we 

have had this Summer, the grass could have done with more cuts 

than those in the contract.  In hindsight we, the Parish Council, 

should have requested some extra cuts during the season.  

Hopefully, you will see a much better standard of cut next year. 

In May, Councillors resolved to support a letter from Milton Malsor 

Parish Council regarding the environmental impact on our 

communities caused by developer led traffic growth and the 

consequent air, noise and light pollution that is the inevitable result.  

Under the banner of 'Parishes against Pollution', the letter invited 

Hartwell Parish Council to join Milton Malsor and other local Parish 

Councils in registering this concern with decision makers within the 

planning process both nationally and locally.  Confidence in the 

measurement of air quality will be crucial in the future and it may 

well be appropriate for Hartwell Parish to carry out its own 

measurements which several other Parishes are already 

undertaking.  Milton Malsor Parish Council will be contacting us 
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again on the methodology involved and we will keep you updated 

as we learn more. 

After a tenacious campaign by Sarah Fuller and Cllr George Jones 

through Street Doctor and by telephone, in June, work to repair the 

badly damaged and potholed stretch of road between Park Road 

and the County Boundary with Hanslope was implemented.  As the 

Highways Area Maintenance Manager explained; he receives two 

budgets each year, a revenue budget for pothole fixing, minor 

footway patches, gully cleaning, etc. and a capital budget for larger 

scale works when roads or footways are beyond the pothole stage 

and either need large patches or complete resurfacing.  This budget 

hasn’t kept pace with the road conditions and he continues to 

receive lists of roads/footways from most Parish Councils, including 

Hartwell, that are in need of work.  In other words we have to be 

patient.  But rest assured, in situations like this, Sarah and George in 

his role as Hartwell Parish Highways Warden will use their best 

endeavours to press for works to be completed as soon as possible. 

July saw us welcome Ben Childs as a co-opted Parish Councillor. 

Ben has worked for MPs, including Andrea Leadsom, as a 

researcher and caseworker.  Some of his work involved council 

affairs which will possibly be quite useful during his time as a 

Parish Councillor.  It is always good to have someone new join a 

group bringing fresh ideas and thoughts on how things might be 

done.  We still have three vacancies on the Council so, whilst there 

are certain qualifications you must meet, if you are aged 18 or over 

please contact Sarah to find out more about the process or take a 

look at SNC's website which sets out the criteria in some detail. 

Also, in July Parish Councillors finally, had sufficient information to 

be able to award the street lighting contract and have been informed 

that this phase, I’ll call it Phase 1, of the street lighting project will 

commence early in the New Year.  61 of the 143 lamps in the village 
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will be covered by this work which includes the replacement of 

twenty one concrete poles (some of which are more than 30 years 

old).  Information about the work will be posted on the website and 

noticeboards nearer the time.  In case you are interested one of the 

new style poles and lamps has already been installed in Salcey 

Avenue, it is number 63. 

At the time of writing we are waiting to hear if we have been 

successful with our grant application for Phase 2.  This covers a 

further 43 lamps and includes replacement of a further 22 concrete 

poles.  The Parish Council have applied for a New Homes Bonus 

Local Community Grant for the money for this project and if 

successful this will leave just a few areas in the village with lamps 

and poles that require updating - which we hope can be carried out 

in the Autumn of 2018. 

The cemetery regulations were updated in September as the 

previous regulations were misleading, difficult to interpret and were 

not always being adhered to.  However, in October, having listened 

to some feedback Councillors decided to amend part of a section of 

the new regulations.  It is to be hoped that these updated regulations 

will make it much clearer for everyone to understand and comply 

with.  The Council is now inviting people to volunteer to become 

Friends of the Cemetery. 

Supporting local groups with grants is one of the many important 

roles we carry out and one we enjoy.  This year’s Grant Panel 

received a record number of applications from groups in the village 

and the Parish Council have agreed to grant just over £10,000 to be 

shared between them for their various projects.  Aside from this 

money, the Parish Council also provided funds for the pre-school’s 

children’s entertainer at their 50th Birthday celebration and pays for 

the hire of the hall and the cost of youth workers for the Youth Club. 
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The new Speed Indicator Device (SID) has been up and running 

since the last edition of Hartbeat was published and my thanks to 

Cllr David Heron and Cllr George Jones for co-ordinating this 

project.  So far, we don't have sufficient data recorded to provide a 

meaningful report but David assures me that there will be sufficient 

by the time Hartbeat next goes to print.  It is to be hoped that some of 

the information collected – record of vehicle speeds with times and 

dates - will help as the Parish Council attempts to find ways of 

reducing the speed of some road users travelling around and 

through the village - a matter of concern raised both by Councillors 

and Parishioners. 

Please do check the Parish Council's website if you are able to - all 

sorts of interesting items get included on it.  There’s the What’s On 

section where you can find out what is happening in the village and 

who to contact about an event.  You might also find some of the 

Latest News items of use or interest. 

So, until the next edition of Hartbeat it just remains for me to say 

thank you to Sarah for running the Parish Council office, to Dick for 

collecting the village litter and helping with some of the cemetery 

duties, to Tony for editing Hartbeat and my fellow Parish 

Councillors for their time and efforts.  Thanks also to Judy Webster 

for providing and tending to the flowers around the war memorial 

in Forest Road and to all the other people in the village who give up 

their time to contribute towards making Hartwell a great place to 

live. 

 

Deborah Barker 

Chairman, Hartwell Parish Council 
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Our District Councillor, John Budden, writes: 

I am always gratified and inwardly pleased when I meet people 

who give up their time and energies for others.  This was 

particularly notable last month when the Parish Council held its 

annual 'Funding Panel' meeting.  Every year the Parish Council 

receives bids from local groups for grants of several hundred and 

sometimes thousands of pounds to maintain, grow or revitalise 

community groups. 

The people attending need to say how the money they have applied 

for will be spent and how this will enhance the village community.  

Everyone attending had a passion for their Group and its activities.  

This is your money from the rates (Council Tax) you pay each year. 

South Northants Council has the same type of system called the 

Community Funding Panel.  Its money comes from four different 

sources, namely: Community Development Revenue Grant, 

Community Development Capital Grant, New Homes Bonus Grant 

(Voluntary Sector) and New Homes Bonus Grant (Local Commuinty 

Grant). 

Each year South Northants Council funds projects ranging from a 

few hundred pounds to many thousands such as £130,000 towards a 

new village hall in Syresham, £35,000 towards the renovation of the 

Towcester Studio Band Building, and £1,000 for Brackley Bikers 

Day. 

Hartwell has, over the past few years, accumulated nearly £100,000 

in New Homes Bonus money.  This has come from developments 

such as Cross's Grange and the housing in School Lane.  It comes to 

us as "S106 Money" which is used to improve the village 

infrastructure and the New Homes Bonus to help local commumity 

groups. 
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As I have said in previous editions of Hartbeat, I think Hartwell has a 

very good Parish Council.  I say this not because I am a member of 

the Parish Council but, as a District Councillor, I meet many Parish 

Councillors from right across the county.  These include a Parish 

that is in debt due to overspending and is unable to pay for basic 

activities, and another that has over a quarter of a million pounds 'in 

the bank' and they don't know what they are supposed to use it for. 

No-one in Hartwell gets paid to be a Parish Councillor (although 

that is a possibility).  It is done voluntarily because we like the 

village and we want it to be well-maintained and a decent place in 

which to live. 

There is, and there has been for quite some time now, a number of 

vacancies on the Parish Council (currently there are eight 

Councillors and we could have up to eleven).  If you would like to 

give some of your time to your community, come along to the Parish 

Council meetings.  You don't have to join the Council but at least 

you would see how it works and how we spend your money. 

It's a sobering thought, but what do you think is the most common 

item discussed at Parish Council meetings across the country?  Dog 

fouling on pavements! 

I am not on Facebook or Twitter.  I'm old and I live in a real world 

albeit of yesterdays.  I admit that social media can be an effective 

method of communication but only if the content is correct and 

factual; otherwise it is worthless. 
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A VIEW FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL - 

Michael Clarke writes: 

As I write this report, the final touches are being put to 1 Angel 

Square, Northampton which is the new home of Northamptonshire 

County Council.  It was formally opened at a ceremony on October 

12th. 

1 Angel Square (artist's impression) 

This state-of-the-art 

building has been built on 

land owned by the 

County Council, very 

close to the old County 

Hall in the town centre.  It 

will house the vast 

majority of County 

Council employees, who 

have been working from  

ten separate offices dotted around Northampton.  In running costs 

alone, it is estimated the Council will save £36,000 per week or 

£1.872m per annum. 

The cost of the new HQ has been substantially offset by the proceeds 

from asset sales of other NCC buildings, which were vacated by 

staff moving to the town centre.  John  Dryden House, which is on 

the A428 close to the Barns Meadow roundabout, is one of the larger 

NCC properties that became surplus to requirements.  Our staff no 

longer waste time in travelling between buildings in different parts 

of the town to attend meetings. 

The County Council’s investment in Northampton has been 

welcomed as providing a catalyst for further regeneration in the 

town centre.  Angel Square stands looking over the river Nene to the 
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impressive new complex that will be the University of Northampton 

campus, opening in 2018.  

You could say that the County Council has moved from the 19th to 

the 21st century in the space of the three years it has taken to 

complete the building.  It has been delivered on budget and on time.  

The open plan offices and “hot desking” provide a modern working 

environment, which those who have moved into Angel Square have, 

on the whole, welcomed.  In the digital age we work in, the move 

towards paperless offices and meetings is well advanced. 

We are also doing our bit from an environmental perspective: solar 

panels produce much of the energy to heat the building while 

rainwater is captured to use in the facilities. 

One parallel aim is to attract other organisations to rent space in the 

building from the County Council to give us additional revenue. 

If anyone from Hartwell would like to see the building at first hand, 

I will be delighted to meet them and to show them around.  Just 

email me or telephone. 

Cllr.Michael Clarke (Hackleton & Grange Park division) 

mclarke@northamptonshire.gov.uk  Tel : 01604 890832 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mclarke@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom MP 

Member of Parliament for South 
Northamptonshire 

 

 

 

As we move towards Winter, I hope you are enjoying the Autumnal 

weather.  Christmas is around the corner, and a new year will soon 

begin; it never fails to amaze me how quickly we reach the latter 

part of the year! 

I know that the two nearby Strategic Rail Freight Interchange 

proposals are of great concern to many residents.  You may 

remember that I called a public meeting in Roade earlier this year to 

discuss both proposals, Ashfield Land’s Rail Central and Roxhill’s 

Northampton Gateway.  The meeting was exceptionally well 

attended; I was only sorry that not everyone could fit into the 

Village Hall.  I think those who were in attendance would agree that 

the developers left with a strong sense of the community’s united 

opposition to their plans.  Since then, I have continued to work with 

local residents and the action groups to ensure that concerns are 

being put to the developers, Network Rail, and others. 

In late September I met again, separately, with Ashfield Land and 

Roxhill to hear an update on their proposals.  At the time of writing, 

Roxhill have just launched their statutory consultation process and I 

will, of course, be providing my own feedback.  I continue to doubt 

whether there is the capacity on the West Coast Main Line for 

additional freight paths before 2026, or whether there is the need for 

extra rail-connected warehousing in our area. 

In addition, you will be aware of the congestion that occurs on our 

local road network whenever there is an incident on the M1; traffic 
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disgorges onto the A508, A43, A5 and all the minor roads through 

the villages.  I have raised this with Highways England and 

Northamptonshire Highways, and they are looking at what more 

can be done to minimise congestion and keep the traffic on 

Northamptonshire’s roads moving. 

In April 2018, Highways England will begin a major series of 

improvement works to the M1 between junctions 13 and 16 to 

upgrade the road to a Smart Motorway.  I will be monitoring this 

construction work closely.  There will inevitably be some disruption 

while the work takes place but please do let me know of any 

significant problems or concerns. 

I am pleased that the vast majority of homes in Hartwell can now 

enjoy access to superfast broadband, although I do know that there 

are a small number of properties that are still waiting to be 

connected.  The County Council’s Superfast Northamptonshire 

scheme has confirmed that these will be included in their Stage 3 

plans, with the final fibre roll-out to be completed by the end of 

2018.  If you are having broadband problems, please do get in touch 

and I’ll see what I can do to help. 

As ever, if I can be of any assistance on any matter please do not 

hesitate to contact me via email 

(andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk) or through my constituency 

office on 01327 353 124.  I look forward to reporting back to you 

again in your next newsletter, but in the meantime please do keep 

up-to-date with my work on your behalf via the blog on my website: 

www.andrealeadsom.com. 

  

http://www.andrealeadsom.com/
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Are the police and criminal justice service 

providing the right support for people with mental 

illness? 

This is the question 

being asked by 

Stephen Mold, 

Northamptonshire 

Police and Crime 

Commissioner as he 

launches a 

Time2Listen mental 

health consultation.  

The consultation is now live at www.time2listennorthants.co.uk  - 

and is focused on gaining a better understanding of the experience 

of people with mental illness, ADHD and Autism - and their 

interactions with the police and the criminal justice service in 

Northamptonshire. 

Northamptonshire Police spend more than 20% of its time 

supporting victims of crime and detainees with mental health needs.  

Over the next three months, the Commissioner wants to hear from 

local people to get a true picture of how effective the police and the 

criminal justice services are in supporting people with mental illness 

and what can be done to improve those interactions. 

Stephen Mold said: “This is a really important consultation.  One in four 

people experience mental illness, and while many have little or no contact 

with the police, it’s vital we take the time to listen and find out if 

individuals with mental ill health who are in contact - be it through their 

neighbourhood, as a victim or witness, or someone who has been involved 

http://www.time2listennorthants.co.uk/
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in crime – are receiving the right support from the police and from the 

wider criminal justice system. 

“I want to hear from as many people as possible – we know there are lots of 

people with mental illness, ADHD and Autism that have had a very 

positive experience and received really good support, but similarly we know 

that for others this was definitely not the case.  I urge people to get involved 

in the Time2Listen consultation and share their stories with us.  This is a 

real opportunity to learn from people’s experiences.”     

The Time2Listen consultation will hear from people via face to face 

interviews, telephone conversations, focus groups, workshops and 

by an online survey.  The consultation is also open to parents, carers 

and loved ones of those with mental illnesses, ADHD and Autism. 

The consultation is being led by Helen Cook, Head of Involvement 

and Communications at the Office of the Police and Crime 

Commissioner.  She said: “As well as speaking to people with experience 

of mental illness, Time2Listen will also consult with professionals and 

support agencies working within the criminal justice system, such as police 

officers, probation officers and mental health workers. 

“We want to capture their feedback - both positive and negative on the 

effectiveness of current practices and discuss any potential barriers to 

improving services for people with mental illness, ADHD and Autism.“ 

The outcomes and any recommendations from the consultation will 

be shared with the Northamptonshire Mental Health Criminal 

Justice Board. 

For more information about the Time2Listen consultation visit:  

www.time2listennorthants.co.uk  

http://www.time2listennorthants.co.uk/


17 

 

 

 

Hartwell 

Village Watch 

 

Village Watch is an opportunity for residents to work together to 

make the community a safer and friendlier place to live and work. 

The aim of Village Watch is to help people protect themselves and 

their properties, reduce the fear of crime and improve the local 

environment. 

Our Village Watch Co-ordinator is Judy Webster who can be 

contacted as follows:- 

Telephone: 01604 862809 

Mobile: 07801 345232 

email : heyjudew@live.co.uk 

Information is also available via Hartwell Parish Council website 

www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk 

We will also post some relevant updates on Facebook via Hartwell 

Village Community Group 

 

mailto:heyjudew@live.co.uk
http://www.hartwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Holidaymakers are urged to watch the new counter-terrorism 

safety video 

Counter Terrorism police - in association with the Foreign Office 

and ABTA – The Travel Association - have launched a new four 

minute film outlining what to do if caught up in an attack. 

Whilst the chances of being involved in a terror attack abroad 

remain low, holidaymakers travelling abroad are being urged to 

watch the video designed to help keep them safe in the event of an 

incident.  The key advice is:  

Run – to a place of safety.  This is better than trying to surrender or 

negotiate. 

Hide – it is better to hide than confront.  Barricade yourself in, turn 

your phone to silent and use only when it is safe to do so. 

Tell – Make sure you know the local emergency numbers in the 

country you’re travelling to. 

For all EU countries the number to call is 112. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, FCO Minister for National Security and 

Counter Terrorism says, “We want people to be safe so they can 

enjoy their holidays.  As well as reading and taking note of our 

travel advice and taking out appropriate insurance, I encourage 

people to watch this film before they go away.”  

Watch the video here http://bit.ly/2z9Lj4b 

  

http://bit.ly/2z9Lj4b
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Working with Dogs Trust to prevent the heartbreak of a stolen pet 

Dog theft is on the rise, and as such, Neighbourhood Watch and 

Dogs Trust are urging the public to be vigilant and report any 

suspicious activity. 

In 2016 alone, nearly 1,800 instances of dog theft were reported to 

police forces across England and Wales.  Information obtained by 

Dogs Trust through a Freedom of Information request also reveals 

that gardens, closely followed by the home, are the most common 

areas from which dogs were reported stolen.  Lee Paris, Campaigns 

Officer at Dogs Trust reports “It is a sad day when we have to issue 

these types of warnings, but with instances of dog theft becoming 

more prevalent, we want to ensure that dog owners are aware of the 

dangers so that they can help keep their beloved pets safe.  Theft of 

any item is distressing, but when a dog is stolen, who many 

consider a part of the family; the experience can be even more 

distressing.”  The most common breed of dog reported as stolen was 

the Staffordshire Bull-terrier, followed then by the Jack Russell, 

Chihuahua and the Bulldog.  But Dogs Trust warns that any dog, 

whatever the breed, is at risk of theft if left unsupervised.  Lee 

continues: “By making small changes to the garden and the home, 

and by registering to a local Neighbourhood Watch scheme, we 

hope we can help reduce the number of dog theft instances.  The 

message we want to get across when it comes to garden security is 

that we want to keep the dog in, but keep thieves out!”  As such, 

Dogs Trust advises never to leaving your dog unattended, and has 

put together the following advice on how to help protect your dog 

from the risk of theft .  
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 Keep garden fences secure to avoid your dog escaping and to 

prevent easy access to trespassers.  Perhaps install a sensor light 

or bell gate to be alerted of trespassers? 

 Always keep your dog in sight on walks and in your garden.  

When out walking your dog, make sure your dog is trained to 

respond to a recall command. 

 Never leave a dog tied-up outside a shop or left alone in a car.  

If you’re going in to a shop or to a café, for example, why not 

check if your dog is allowed inside?  You may be surprised! 

 Ensure your dog is microchipped, has up-to-date contact 

details, and is wearing a tag with YOUR name, phone number 

and address on it.  These are legal requirements and will ensure 

your dog is easily returned, should they go missing. 

 Have your dog spayed/neutered.  Not only does this mean your 

pet will be less likely to stray, it may also prevent theft for 

breeding purposes. 

 If you plan to use services such as a dog walker, groomers, 

house sitter or a boarding kennel, do your research to ensure 

you are using a legitimate and reputable service. 

 Do not advertise the fact you own dogs.  Avoid placing dog 

ownership placards or notices on the front of your property. 

 If you are a dog breeder, be careful about who you are inviting 

into your house for viewings. 

 

 

 

Village Watch- Together we can make a difference 
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St John the Baptist Church is part of the Salcey Benefice, the other 

churches being at Ashton, Collingtree, Courteenhall and Roade. 

Service patterns for a month are as follows: 

1st Sunday      All Age Service       10.30 am 

2nd Sunday Morning Praise     10.00 am 

3rd Sunday    Holy Communion     9.15 am 

4th Sunday     Morning Praise     10.00 am 

5th Sunday this will be a benefice service at one of the five parish 

churches in the Benefice.  

Full details of our services can be found on our notice board, in 

SHARE or on the web site 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/ .  If you are not a 

subscriber, new subscriptions to SHARE can be obtained from Alvin 

Barby, 2 Hartwell Road, Roade, (863470). 

We would welcome any fresh ideas that you may have to help us 

fundraise, or if you would just like to donate for the upkeep of our 

Grade II listed church in the heart of our village.  Please contact 

either of the churchwardens, details in the contact pages. 

As you may have noticed storm “Doris” claimed one of our trees at 

the front of the church.  In view of this the Parochial Church Council 

(PCC) have had all the trees in the churchyard inspected and all the 

remedial work recommended has now been completed.  We are 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartwell-st-john/
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now seeking help for a 'churchyard tidy up'.  If you can give a little 

of your time on a date to be decided, please contact the 

churchwardens. 

Dates for future events  in 2017 are: 

Concert by Roade Community Choir 29th November at 7.30 pm. 

Christmas Fayre 2nd December 2- 4 pm. 

Carols by Candlelight 17th December 6 pm. 

Hart and Soul Community Choir – why not join us? 

If you love singing and meeting new people you are very welcome 

to join us!  We never ask to listen to your singing, and we do not 

expect you to read music.  All the songs are learned by ear as we go 

along.  Katie sings a line, and then we copy her.  It takes as long as it 

takes.  We all learn at different speeds, but it doesn’t matter. 

We are told it is good for our brains to learn new skills, and to spend 

enjoyable time with other people, whatever your age. We have lots 

of laughs along the way, and enjoy getting to know new people.  It’s 

a great stress buster too!  Young people are also welcome, with a 

guardian if under 14. 

We meet during term time, on Wednesdays at 8pm, at Hartwell 

Primary School.  Come along for free to see if you like us, then it is 

£5 per week if you want to join.  The only thing you need to bring is 

a bottle of water! 

For more information, contact Jane on 07811 939566 or email: 

hartandsoulchoir@gmail.com  or look on our website 

www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk 

mailto:hartandsoulchoir@gmail.com
http://www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk/
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This year, John Buck and Peter Angus will lead the parade.  Our 

recently retired Headteacher, Jayne Clancy will lay the wreath on 

behalf of the Parish Council and parishioners.  Joe Murray will act as 

bellringer and Laurence May will sound the last post on the bugle. 
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How your Parish Council conducts its business.  

Example: trees on land for which the Parish Council 

is responsible 

 

In the not too distant future you might receive a letter from the 

Parish Council (PC). 

This letter will be asking for your agreement to the PC replacing or 

planting new, one or more trees adjacent to your property. 

In the last couple of years a few of the trees that were planted by the 

Council have had to be felled when they have become diseased or 

have died.  Currently the PC are looking to remove and replace at 

least one dying tree, replace previously felled trees and possibly 

plant some additional trees. 

For the PC to be able to carry out this work agreement is required 

from property owners adjacent to the site where the trees are to be 

planted and permission (in the form of a licence) obtained from 

Northamptonshire County Council (NCC).  Providing the property 

owners and NCC are both in agreement to the tree planting, the 

Parish Clerk will obtain quotes for the cost of purchase of the tree(s) 

and other quotes for the cost of planting them. 

Once the quotes have been obtained the project will appear as an 

item on the PC agenda where it will be worded something like.... 

“Councillors to consider quotes for the cost of purchasing three new 

daffodil trees to be planted in Arboretum Lane” 

And 
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“Councillors to consider quotes for the cost of planting three new 

daffodil trees in Arboretum Lane outside property numbers 2, 4 & 

6” 

The minutes of the meeting will say something like … 

“Councillors considered quotes provided for the cost of purchase of 

three new daffodil trees in Arboretum Lane” 

Resolved: Councillors agreed to accept quote of £25.00 per tree from 

Branch & Twig Brothers. 

or 

Resolved: Councillors could not agree to accept any of the quotes 

provided and the Clerk was asked to obtain further information 

before a decision is made. 

A similar process applies to all matters discussed by the PC.  So, if 

you want to know what decisions the Parish Council are making, 

take a look at the village notice boards or the website or come along 

to a meeting. 

The agenda for each Parish Council meeting is displayed on the 

village noticeboards or website at least three working days before 

the date of the meeting.  Meetings are generally held on the second 

Thursday of each month except August. 
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The Parks Medical Practice 

 

 

The Parks Medical Practice comprises four surgeries - Blisworth, 

Roade, Hanslope and Grange Park. 

All of our doctors and nurses take pride in offering the highest 

standard of patient-centred healthcare.  We run many clinics for 

chronic disease care and offer a wide variety of other medical 

services such as antenatal and postnatal care, minor surgery, 

childhood vaccinations and well-person check-ups. 

Surgery opening times 

Monday to Friday  8.00am to 12.30pm and 2.30pm to 

6.30pm 

Some Saturday mornings 8.30am to 10.30am 

Out of hours: NHS Direct 111.  Life Threatening: Call an ambulance 

999. 

We run a full appointment system at all four surgeries and you can 

make an appointment by telephoning: 

Roade Surgery - 01604 863100 

Blisworth Surgery - 01604 878000 

Hanslope Surgery 01908 510230 

Grange Park - 01604 742410 

or by using our online appointment booking service which enables 

you to view, cancel and book appointments 24 hours a day, 7 days 

per week.  
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Hart and Soul Community Choir 

It’s been quite a year for the choir!  Our much loved choir director, 

Craig McLeish, has left us and we’ve been joined by a lovely new 

director. 

It was a shock when Craig announced he was leaving after founding 

the choir six years ago.  He was a hard act to follow but we placed 

advertisements on relevant websites and were lucky to attract four 

applicants!  Each had their own qualities but only one had 

everything that we were looking for, and that was Katie Teage! 

At her audition, Katie 

conducted the choir with 

humour, empathy, and skill.  

Her teaching style is very 

similar to Craig’s, and her 

musical attributes are equally 

impressive. These include 

composing and arranging, a 

background in Music  

 

Katie Teage, the choir's new musical director 

Education and experience of working with choirs.  Katie was leaving 

a senior teaching position in a primary school, to focus her career on 

music.  What luck for us, and she was prepared travel from Watford, 

for our rehearsals every week! 

Katie has proved to be an excellent choice and has quickly found her 

way into the hearts of Hart and Soul choir!  She is keen to grow the 

choir in strength and ability, and believes that singing is good for 

everyone.  She also believes that if you can speak, you can sing! 
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So even if you doubt your singing ability, why not come along and 

experience what singing can do for you!  We have spaces for all 

voices. 

 

Other News 

We had a successful Christmas concert, and are very grateful to the 

then Headteacher, Mrs Clancy, for the loan of the primary school’s 

piano for the performance.  We were joined by the local vocal 

harmony group Jinx, and, of course, Father Christmas. 

We’ve been excited to participate in two recordings of the BBC’s 

Songs of Praise in Northampton and Milton Keynes.  It was 

interesting to see the technical and production side of filming and 

fun trying to spot ourselves on the subsequent broadcast 

programmes. 

This term we are practising hard for this year's Christmas concert, 

and will be singing carols at the Salcey Forest Café and the 

Christmas Market in Hartwell.  We are also hoping for a place at the 

Community Choirs festival at Stratford on Avon, where we’ve 

previously enjoyed singing. 

And finally, many in the village will know of our previous director, 

Craig McLeish, for his involvement with the choir at village events, 

and his work with the primary school choir. 

He began as a choir boy at St Paul’s cathedral, and he is currently 

Musical Director for Young Voices, which arranges concerts of up to 

150,000 school children across the UK every year.  This year he was 

also commissioned to compose music for the 50th year celebrations 

of the city of Milton Keynes. 
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We are proud to think that Craig was equally at home with our 

choir at Hartwell, but, with the many demands on his time, it was 

inevitable that he would leave us at some point.  We will always be 

grateful for the time he spent with us, for his professional guidance, 

and for all the joy, laughter, and energy that he always brought to 

the choir.  We miss him and look forward to following news of his 

continued success. 

 

Jane Austin 

Chair of the Choir 

 

p.s. The cover picture doesn’t show any men, but we do have men 

in the choir, and would welcome more!  And although we are 

using music, it is not necessary to be able to read music. 
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The Queen's Garden Party 

 

Every year the Queen holds a number of Garden Parties, mainly at 

Buckingham Palace in London.  For each of these, nominations to 

attend are sought right across the country for people who have 

made a significant contribution, often to their locality. 

 

This year, George Jones 

received an invitation in 

recognition of sixteen years 

service on Hartwell Parish 

Council and for instituting and 

organising the Hartwell 

Health Walks over the past 

five years. 

 

George writes that: 

On 23 May, myself and my guest departed for London.  We had 

lunch at St Martin-in-the-Fields church which is on Trafalgar Square.  

Making our way from there to Buckingham Palace provided a good 

opportunity for some sight-seeing - Downing Street, Horse Guards, 

The London Eye, St James' Park, and The Mall.  We arrived at the 

entry gates at about 2.15 where we needed to show our invitations.  

We were shown through the main part of the Palace into the inner 

courtyard which leads onto the second part of the Palace buildings 

containing many priceless works of art and china, then through 

another set of doors that leads to the lawn and lake which, together, 

occupy some 40 acres. 
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The main tea tent served a selection of 

sandwiches, cakes and various teas, 

and two band stands.  Looking from 

the main terrace was the Royal tea tent.  

In total some 5,000 to 6,000 people were 

in attendance that afternoon. 

George (on the right) with 

John Buck who was his 

guest for the day. 

 

 

 

 

We observed a minute's silence for those who had tragically been 

killed in the terrorist attack in Manchester just the previous night. 
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Small groups of guests were 

presented to Her Majesty as 

she moved along a pathway.  

For me, it was a great honour 

to be there in the presence of 

our Queen, Prince Philip, 

Prince Charles and the 

Duchess of Cornwall, Prince 

Andrew and Princess Eugenie 

and other members of the 

Royal Family. 

 

 

 

The four hours spent at the 

Garden Party is something 

that I will never forget; it was 

just an amazing day! 

You can find out more about 

the organisation of these 

annual events at 

https://www.royal.uk/garden 

-parties 
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Hartwell Primary School 

 

Jamie Pardon, our new Headteacher, writes: 

Hello and Welcome to the New School Year! 

It is an absolute privilege to introduce myself as the Headteacher of 

Hartwell Primary School.  Having been appointed way back in 

January, it has felt like a long wait to joining our school officially in 

September.  I wanted to join Hartwell Primary because on my very 

first visit I was immediately struck by the ethos and atmosphere of 

the school: warm and welcoming, with clearly high expectations for 

learning. 

Miss James has also joined the team at Hartwell Primary as the Class 

3 teacher.  She has already brought many positives to our school. 

Class R have now all been in school for a few weeks and have 

settled in well.  The children are full of curiosity to explore and learn 

and we are very pleased to have been able to welcome them into our 

school. 

Learning News 

We were able to celebrate a fantastic set of results from Year 2 and 

Year 6 back in July.  Yet again the children shone in the end of Key 

Stage SATs!  Our standards of children’s attainment continues to be 

very strong and well above the National Average; if you would like 

to see full details, please look on our website. 

At our school in every class, each half term has a different topic 

focus.  This enables the children to be immersed in the subject 

through sparking interest and then using this as the focus for 

learning in many National Curriculum subjects.  Throughout the 

year, our children will have at least one opportunity to go on an off-
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site visit which further enhances their learning.  Year 5 have already 

visited Holdenby House as part of their World War II topic where 

they had a great day in full costume as evacuees.  Year 6 have also 

already been on a trip, they went to Sulgrave Manor as part of their 

study of the Tudors. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

We are incredibly fortunate to be able to offer a range of extra-

curricular activities which run largely after school.  Clubs for 

children range from cookery and music to sporting activities. 

Our choir remains incredibly strong, with our Senior Choir 

comprising of around 50 members.  Their singing is beautiful; the 

children are already looking forward to sharing songs with the 

Tuesday Circle and singing in the Grosvenor Centre in 

Northampton at Christmas time.  We will also be participating again 

in the national singing event ‘Young Voices’. 

A new club that has started this academic year is ‘Marathon Kids’.  

Mrs Aldous, who is running the club, has opened this to children 

and parents.  The idea is that the children (and their parent) 

individually run at least the marathon distance of 26.2 miles over the 

course of the term.  This is proving to be a very popular challenge 

with children and parents alike!  Each week the children run laps 

towards their marathon distance. 

Community Links 

We are pleased to be able to continue to work with members of the 

Archway Trust in school on a Monday morning.  Our staff room 

remains the base for their coffee morning for parents and toddlers 

which starts at 9am each Monday.  New members are always 

welcome.  Beverages and toast are on offer as well as friendship and 

fun.  Each session ends with a bible story and a song. 
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The choir and orchestra will again perform for the Tuesday Circle; 

the children really relish the opportunity to perform to an audience.  

The Senior Choir are already practising for our visit to the Tuesday 

Circle in November. 

Our Governors 

We are extremely lucky to have such a skilled and committed team 

who tirelessly work to support the school for the benefit of ensuring 

a safe and high quality learning environment for all our children.  

This year we have further strengthened that team by welcoming 

Margaret Ball as a community governor and Max Isherwood-Crook 

as a parent governor. 

We do still have vacancies for Foundation Governors (people who 

are nominated or appointed by Peterborough Diocese).  If you have 

strong links to the church and feel you could help our school in 

always striving to be the best we can be, please contact Mrs Lara 

Bruce, School Business Manager, on 01604 862880. 

‘And in Other News…’ 

Staff and children continue in their belief in the ‘Growth Mindset’ 

and the power of ‘yet’.  We believe learning is a journey, knowing 

that we may not have learnt something fully yet, but we can and 

will learn that knowledge or skill.  Through this belief children and 

staff show perseverance and resilience which is demonstrated in a 

love of learning and being up for any challenge that is presented. 

I also wanted to draw attention to what the children did for 

National Poetry Day at the end of September.  As a school we 

focused on the concept of ‘Freedom’ which resulted in the children 

writing incredibly powerful poems and also finding out about the 

work of Amnesty International.  To raise funds and awareness of the 

work that Amnesty International do, the children brought in coins to 
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stick to Amnesty Candles.  This money was then donated to the 

charity: the children raised nearly £140. 

Finally, I would like to thank the committee of the Friends of 

Hartwell Primary School for all the support they give our school.  

Last year’s committee have now stepped down after raising £10,000 

for our school in the last year.  What an amazing achievement for 

the team to have raised so much money that has directly benefited 

our children.  A huge ‘thank you’ from all of us for all your 

dedication.  This also means that we now have a new committee in 

place who are busy planning a jam-packed calendar of events for 

our children and families to enjoy over this academic year.  It 

certainly is an exciting time at Hartwell Primary School! 

 

 

Hart and Soul Community Choir will be appearing at the 

following events: 

Christmas Market for ‘Will’s Challenge’ charity at Hartwell 

Community Centre, to lead carol singing, on 1st December. 

Christmas carols at The Forest Café, Salcey Forest, on Sunday 17th 

December, for a bucket collection for charity. 

Christmas Concert at Hartwell Community Centre, 20th December. 

Look out for posters giving more information, or look on our 

website www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.hartandsoulchoir.co.uk/
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Friends of Hartwell 

School 

 

The new Chair of the Committe, 

Vikki Jewell, writes: 
 

After a hugely successful fundraising year in which The Friends 

were able to donate a record breaking £10,000 to Hartwell Primary 

School we said a sad farewell to Mrs Clancy and a huge welcome to 

Mrs Pardon.  The officers of the Committee also stood down after 

committing so much time, effort and dedication to the roles over the 

last few years. 

The AGM was held in September and new officers were elected, 

Vikki Jewell stood as Chair, Adam Shakespeare as Treasurer and 

Charlotte Wilson as Secretary.  The new Committee hit the ground 

running and have already organised their first event, a “Mum’s 

Night In” showing the film Bad Mums on Friday 13th October. 

Planning is already underway for the Christmas Fayre; the date will 

be published in the very near future and as always, the invite 

extends to the whole village and beyond.  We hope to make this as 

successful as previous years with a special visit from Father 

Christmas, the ever-popular tombola and many other games and 

stalls.  We are in the process of writing to local businesses to ask for 

donations for the raffle so if you are able to we would be grateful for 

any contributions. 

This is a busy time for all of us and we are planning a children’s film 

night on Thursday 9th November to show the newly released 

Despicable Me 3, a film we are sure will be enjoyed along with 

popcorn and drinks. 
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The breakdown of the contributions to school in the last year 

included;  

£2,500 contributions to school trips for each child 

120 chair pouches, one for each child in Key Stage 2.  Feedback 

about these from the children has been very positive 

Contributions to the Year 6 leavers event 

£6,000 towards new IT equipment to benefit the whole school 

Each contribution has a huge benefit to each child within the school 

and we could not do it without the support of the staff, children, 

parents and wider community so a big thank you to everyone who 

has helped, bought raffle tickets and contributed to the events.  We 

hope you have enjoyed them as much as we have. 

Thank you also to the members of the committee, especially to Vicki 

Offin, Nina Davies and Laura Enright for your dedication to making 

The Friends such a success in the last year, the children thank you! 
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Hartwell Youth Club 

Jenny Evans writes that: 

Hartwell Youth Club aims to engage with young people in year 5 & 

6 living in the village, supporting them with their transition from 

primary school to secondary school.  The youth club is a great 

opportunity for the young people to connect with village life and 

engage with their community. 

We meet in the Community Centre every Monday 4.30 – 6 pm 

during term time.  Members are encouraged to share ideas for 

activities and trips that they would enjoy.  A sports coach from 

Youth Activators delivers different sports within the youth club 

sessions that are suitable for people with all abilities, aiming to build 

more participation in sports by improving their own physical health 

& wellbeing. 

We also provide arts, crafts and cookery accompanied by lots of 

games.  All the activities help young people improve their 

confidence and leadership skills.  Youth workers promote 

discussion around important subjects such as: 

 Confidence 

 Bullying and friendships 

 Self-love 

 Self-esteem 

 What is Mental Health? 

 Happiness 

Each of the sessions is delivered in a fun and engaging way, 

designed to be age appropriate for all our young people. 

Youth Club receives funds from Hartwell Parish Council.  These are 

supplemented by a £1.00 per person per week charge to help buy 

new equipment and materials. 
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If you would like any further details about the club you can e-mail 

Jenny@cypn.org or just come along to the Community Centre on a 

Monday at 4.30pm to register your child and meet the youth work 

team. 

 

mailto:Jenny@cypn.org
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A new operator for our bus service 

Milton Keynes Council, which is responsible for arrangements for 

the 33 and 33A bus service that runs from Milton Keynes through 

the villages to Northampton, has recently completed a tendering 

exercise.  As a consequence, a new operator has been awarded the 

contract. 

From Monday 30 October, Red Rose 

Travel will be operating the service.  

Edward James Neal, who works for 

their management team writes: "We 

are determined to make this very 

important service a great success and 

with this in mind, would very much 

appreciate the help of your Council in 

publicising it widely within your 

Parish". 

 

 

 

The timetable and route remains the same as that operated by Z&S 

under the previous contract. 

 

Friends of Hartwell Cemetery 

Can you spare a few hours a month to help with the general 

maintenance of the cemetery?  Carrying out small jobs like 

some weeding, clearing away the withered flowers and 

putting out the sulo bins.  The little, but important things that 

will help to enhance the appearance of this special place since 

the refurbishments took place.  If you can help then please 

contact John Budden or Sarah Fuller for further information. 
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General services and utilities 

 

area code is 01604 
except where 

otherwise given 

Anglian Water 0800 771881 

Emergency health advice 111 

Power cut - any supplier 105 

Mailing list preference service 08457 034599 

National Gas 0800 111999 

Police 101 

Royal Mail 08457 740740 

Trading standards 707900 

Education  

Hartwell Church of England Primary School  

Headteacher: Jamie Pardon 862880 

School Business Manager: Lara Bruce 862880 

Elizabeth Woodville School: North Campus 862125 

Willison Centre 864581 

Hartwell Pre-school group: Liz Smith 864968 

 

Government 

 

MP: Andrea Leadsom 01327 353124 

County Councillor: Michael Clarke 890832 

District Councillor: John Budden 862015 

Northants County Council offices 0300 1261000 

South Northants Council offices 01327 322322 
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Village amenities 

 

area code is 01604 
except where 

otherwise given 

Ashwood Acre (Pocket Park): Derek Hawley 863169 

Community Centre Hall:       

Bookings@hartwellcommunitycentre.co.uk 

Footpaths and Highways Warden: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Club 862497 

Hartwell PO and Store 862205 

Hartwell Village Watch: Judy Webster 862809 

Poor’s Trust (Allotments): Janet Fallows 863413 

Rose & Crown public house 862393 

St John the Baptist Church  

Rev Mike Burton 862284 

Churchwarden: John Buck 862911 

Churchwarden: Lynda Newman 07941 861479 

Village groups  

Hart & Soul Community Choir: Jane Austin 07811 939566 

Hartwell 1st Scout Group: Sarah Sheard 859116 

Hartwell Health Walks: George Jones 864100 

Hartwell Produce Show: Nigel Huckle 863329 

Hartwell Youth Club: Jenny Evans 624611 

Tuesday Circle: Claire Griffiths 862708 

Women’s Institute: Finn Dawson 863802 
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The out-going Chair, Vikki Jewell writes: 

Over the past three years it has been my pleasure to hold the 

position of Chair.  However, the time has now come for me to step 

down and following consultation with the staff I will now be 

handing over the reigns. 

Our new committee has been voted in and the roles taken by the 

following: 

Chair – Melissa Singh 

Treasurer – Diane Hailey 

Secretary – Karen Chapman 

During my time as Chair we have been inspected by OFSTED twice, 

had a record breaking fundraising event, our first experience of 

Looked After Children, changes in staff, a record number of children 

on roll and our 50th anniversary of opening. 

During the academic year 2016-2017 pre-school received their 

second OFSTED inspection in two years.  The first was rated as 

‘good’ and when I arrived to receive the feedback from the second, I 

was so pleased to be told that the setting was now being awarded 

‘Outstanding’.  The credit for this lies with our amazing staff who 

are among the most dedicated group of people I have ever met.  

Their daily work has now been justly recognised and to see their 

reactions to the grading is a view I will never forget.  Many people 

are not aware that it is highly unusual for a ‘pack-away’ setting to 

receive an Outstanding so this is high praise indeed.  We celebrated 
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the 50th anniversary of pre-school opening with a fabulous 

afternoon of fun and activities with our ‘Party in the Park’.  The 

event was well received and the feedback was good.  This was not 

designed to be a fundraising event but, nevertheless, just under 

£1,000 was raised through donations, raffle and the stalls.  A great 

time was had by all. 

I would like to thank the Committee whose efforts at our 

fundraising events this year has raised in the region of £3000, which 

is amazing.  Over the last three years we have managed to raise over 

£10,000 including match funding and donations.  I hope that this has 

helped make the setting a better place for everybody. 

All that is left for me to say is that I wish the new Chair and 

Committee lots of luck and I hope pre-school continues to go from 

strength to strength. 

Vikki Jewell 

 

And the in-coming Chair, Melissa Singh, writes: 

As the new Chair I am delighted to have the opportunity to support 

the pre-school in continuing to provide what is an outstanding level 

of education for our preschoolers. 

In September we launched our outdoor play sessions ‘Mini 

Explorers’ on Wednesday afternoons for our three year olds.  So far 

this term they have been practising following rules and boundaries 

for being outside and improving their listening skills.  The majority 

of the sessions have taken place on the field next to the pre-school 

but soon they will include visits to the Pocket Park, the school pond 

and walks in our surrounding countryside.  The children will 

receive direct, hands on experience of the real world and caring for 
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their environment, as well as sensory awareness with a plethora of 

sights, sounds, smells and textures to learn about. 

Our next fundraising event will be the Christmas Bazaar on 

Saturday 9 December.  There will be lots to do for all the family and 

we will be having a Christmas raffle for which tickets will be 

available very soon. 

We are also planning an event for February half-term and details 

about this will be out in the New Year.  Please keep your eyes out 

for further information which will be posted in the village and on 

our Facebook page. 

We have a small number of places available at some of our sessions 

for this academic year so if you are interested in your child starting 

or extending their hours please contact the pre-school. 

Our next open morning is Wednesday 3 January 2018 between 10am 

and 12 noon.  If you are interested in meeting the staff and seeing 

the preschool then this is a perfect opportunity to pop along.  If you 

have a young child and wish to register, please email 

hartwellplaygroup@live.co.uk or visit www.hartwellpreschool.com 

for a registration pack, it is never too early to register as places do 

fill up quickly. 

I look forward to meeting you all at one of our events. 

Melissa Singh 
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Fundraising for Asthma UK 

 

Nathan Clews writes: 

I have made the decision to run the London Marathon 2018 in aid of 

Asthma UK.  I am not a runner and only started running in May 

when I was informed I had been given a place! 

You may see me plodding along the streets of Hartwell training for 

next April.  As I have a guaranteed charity place I need to raise 

£2,000 for Asthma UK.  I chose this charity as it's very dear to my 

family's hearts and Asthma UK have helped deal with severe 

asthma within my own family.  They fund research and certainly 

without their support the medication helping to keep my family 

breathing just wouldn't be available. 

With fundraising in mind I 

set about trying to do 

something different and try 

to gain support within the 

village.  Therefore, a Jazz 

and Tea afternoon was set 

up for Sunday 17 September 

at the Community Centre. 
 

 Picture by www.cophotodesign.co.uk 

The Bridge Quintet agreed to play.  They are group of very talented 

young musicians four of whom attend are sixth formers in 

Northampton and one is studying at a music school in London.  We 

were lucky to have them come along.  Quite simply they were 

phenomenal. 
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What else could tempt fellow 

Hartwellians to come to the 

Community Centre on a drab 

September Sunday afternoon?  

Cake, of course!  The cakes 

were superb and huge thanks 

are due to those who agreed to 

bake cakes to help. 

Picture by www.cophotodesign.co.uk  

Claire Findlay was on hand with over 80 sets of vintage china to 

help set the mood.  Everyone who attended enjoyed the fine cakes 

on offer.  Thank you to all who came along to support the event and 

to those who couldn't but generously donated.  I really enjoyed the 

afternoon but was shattered by the end of it! 

An event doesn't just happen and I must give special thanks to 

Claire Findlay (and family) who was the driving force behind the 

whole afternoon; she didn't stop serving, baking and supporting the 

whole event from start to finish.  Also, Sonia who spent the whole 

weekend baking every variety of cake you can imagine - gluten free, 

dairy free, gluten free and dairy free.  Thanks to Phil and Ev 

Williams and Clare Sparks for everything they did to help. 

From the day we raised a truly amazing £450 towards to my 

Marathon fund - thank you everyone!  There is still a way to go and 

I am holding another fundraising event at the Community Centre on 

Saturday 25 November with local bands playing live music.  Save 

the date and look out for posters around the village for more 

information.  I hope to see you there. 
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Womens' Institute 

Claire Griffiths writes: 
 

I am very pleased to say that this year our numbers have been 

swelled by some new members to our group.  I hope they have been 

made to feel welcome. 

Since the last edition of Hartbeat we have had a lovely BBQ (albeit a 

tad breezy) at a member's house and a talk by some local authors 

who told us about their inspiration for writing and how to go about 

getting published.  Don't they always say that everyone has a book 

inside them just dying to be let out?  Well now we know how to go 

about it.  It was also an opportunity for us to buy early Christmas 

presents of their signed books. 

In October we had our AGM and cheese and wine evening and then 

in November we will be hearing about 'Christmas Past' from our 

local historian who is always very interesting and knowledgeable.  

In December, most of us are going for a meal at the Olde Crown at 

Ashton.  This will be the third year we have done this and we have 

always been made very welcome with some delicious food. 

In January we will have a quiz night and that is the time when we 

pay our subscriptions for the year. 

In February we are having a talk by two of our own members who 

will recount the story of their recent trip to Peru. 

Our March meeting will feature Needle Felting and, for April's 

meeting, we have another local historian.  In June we will be having 

a talk about Brazil from one of our favourite speakers. 

We also have a book club and in October have had trips to see 

Shirley Valentine and Legally Blonde at the Royal Theatre in 

Northampton. 
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If you have ever been interested in joining but have thought we are 

just twin-set wearing, jam making women then think again.  We are 

a friendly, outgoing group and I for one have found some lovely 

friends in the village by belonging to the W.I. 

Either just come along to the Community Centre on the first 

Thursday in the month at 7.45 pm or give me a call on 01604 862708. 

 

Can you help? 

Asks Susan Cross: 

I am hoping to organize an exhibition of outfits worn by babies on 

their christening day.  They may have been frilly lace or romper 

suits, sailor outfits or knitted dresses.  Whatever they were, this is 

the big question...  Have you held on to them?  Yours or your 

babies'; maybe it is a family heirloom.  I have the one I was baptised 

in so maybe you have yours too.  To accompany the outfit, it would 

be lovely to have some details about the arrangements you had for 

the day and, if possible, a photograph too. 

Fingers crossed you will help.  I had a fantastic response for the 

wedding dress exhibition and I am hoping that after the weddings 

there were lots of christenings so that, once again, we can fill the 

church with your precious beautiful items. 

The exhibition would be staged over the Heritage weekend which is 

8 - 9 September 2018. 

If you can help please contact me, Susan Cross, as soon as you can 

either at: susancross10@btinternet.com or on 01604 863653, or at 

Grange Farm House, Park Road, Hartwell. 

 

mailto:susancross10@btinternet.com
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Hartwell Community Centre 

Acting Chairman Update 

 

It seems like yesterday that I sat writing the last update.  So much 

has happened in my life personally that I really haven’t had much 

time to think. 

I ended my working association my current employer after 19.5 

great years, that supported me from being a young, impressionable, 

cocky graduate to a not-so-young, more mature, but still a little 

cocky Dad of two!!  I have a lot to thank them for, not least some 

wonderful friends, 6 amazing years living in Europe, great financial 

training (that I think I have used well in shoring up the Community 

Centre finances) and a generous amount of matched donations for 

Hartwell Village (over £3,500 to Community Centre, over £2,000 to 

pre-school and nearly £1,000 for Friends of Hartwell Primary 

School). 

During the summer I have been fortunate to spend some time 

travelling; first across Canada (the Rockies are like a picture 

postcard) and down the West Coast of the U.S.A. (highway 1 is the 

drive of all drives) with the family and then a walking holiday in 

Peru along the historic Inca trail with my best friend of over 30 

years.  Both vacations were wonderful and I have had chance to 

fully recharge my batteries and spend some quality time with those 

most important to me. 

Over the summer whilst all of us enjoyed some holiday time, 

activity at the Community Centre has been busy still.  We’ve had 

two new boilers installed, along with remote connectivity to control 

the temperature.  We’re hoping it brings a number of benefits; the 
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hall is warmer and more controllable, hot water is readily available 

any time of day and the efficiency of running the building should be 

improved.  This has been a longer journey to complete than we 

initially imagined.  Getting quotes and managing the process was 

more prolonged than anticipated, but finally we are there – we were 

finally sold on the solution when after seeing the same set-up as 

Hanslope Community Centre – and their reviews are good.  Thank 

you to Drew Archer who did the installation for us; quick, clean, 

tidy and all on time. 

The next project is turning our attention to improving the lighting 

inside and outside the building.  Ideally internally we will replace 

the old tubes with LED lights which should give a significant energy 

saving and outside we’d like to upgrade the lights with more 

effective time management. 

Additionally, we’re also continuing to resolve the car park entrance 

situation that we explained in the last edition of Hartbeat.  As a quick 

reminder, the Community Centre service road has become a pseudo 

roundabout for parents to turn when dropping their children at 

school.  Sometimes the speed of cars entering the service road and 

close proximity to people walking is creating a potential risk; one 

that we have received a number of complaints about.  We are keen 

to continue providing an area to turn, but want to make it safer.  

Following the last Hartbeat we met with the, then school 

Headteacher (Mrs Clancy), with Highways and the Parish Council.  

Resolving the situation is not as easy as one might hope; there are 

questions over boundaries and ownership that we’re busy trying to 

bottom out.  Our aim is to move the service road entrance slightly 

(to the right as one faces the community centre), creating a clear 

separation between the road crossing and the service road entrance.  

This requires the kerbs to be altered and finalising who owns the 

kerbs is our current conundrum – we’re now pretty sure we do, 
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which means we should be able to make the amendments 

reasonably quickly; funds, planning and a few i’s to dot and t’s to 

cross.  Watch this space. 

This Christmas we have our fourth Panto in the village; Beauty and 

the Beast, 27th December at 2pm.  Please come along and support, as 

you have done now each year in ever increasing numbers.  Again 

we have Oakleaf sponsoring this and we utilise their kind 

sponsorship to support the reduction in ticket costs, in order to 

make the panto affordable for everyone.  Remember, last year we 

sold out in 2 days, so when they’re on sale – be quick. 

You may recall that in the last edition, we were saying goodbye to 

Ellie.  Well, in the time between editions we have said hello to Clare 

Lamonby who took on the opening the Lounge Cafe.  Clare has 

enjoyed the experience and made a good success, building on the 

work Ellie did.  Unfortunately, due to family commitments, Clare 

had to say goodbye at the end of September.  Thank you Clare for 

your support.  At the time of writing though we have good news; 

Hannah Goodrum, a new member of our village, has stepped 

forward to take on the Lounge; join us in welcoming Hannah both 

to the village and also to the Lounge.  It really does need your 

support to keep it open, so please do support her to ensure there is a 

warm, inviting place for a cuppa during the long, wet winter. 

A final thought for you all, bringing a circle to the update.  I started 

this by talking about community.  There are numerous people in the 

village that give up their free time to make our community a better 

place.  Whether it be the great team who help me with the 

administration of the community centre, our brilliant 

beavers/cubs/scouts leaders, the pre-school committee, friends of 

Hartwell school, our Parish Councillors, the Pocket Park team, WI, 

Tuesday Circle, Brownies, Hartwell football club or the Produce 

Show committee (apologies to any groups missed from this list), 
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each member of these committees/groups gives their precious and 

valuable time and energy to support, aid or improve our village.  

Sometimes it’s a labour of love, one where those who do it don’t 

necessarily always feel appreciated, so please next time you bump 

into someone who helps on one or more of these teams – give them 

a thank you.  It will mean a lot to them.  I mention this also, because 

sometimes on social media it is easy to appear negative rather than 

positive.  Before posting, remember that all these people are doing 

this in their spare time and all with the good intention of improving 

our village.  If you feel truly aggrieved, or think things could be 

done better, or have an idea (and everything can always be 

improved), then come join one (or more) of the groups.  We’d love 

to hear from you and always need more hands to help. 

Have a great Christmas, hopefully see you at the Panto and Happy 

New Year. 

Roy Sparks – treasurer and acting chair of the Community Centre. 

Chair@HartwellCommunityCentre.co.uk 

The current Committee is: 

Lynne (secretary), Alison, Ev, Andy, Gareth, Clare and Hannah. 

 

PS.  We still need a permanent chairperson…. ;-) 

  

mailto:Chair@HartwellCommunityCentre.co.uk
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Health Walks in Hartwell aim to provide opportunities for people to 

take free, easy and beneficial exercise.  You don't need any specialist 

equipment; just dress sensibly for the weather and wear appropriate 

footwear.  There's no need to book; just turn up on the day!  Over 

the next few months, walks are taking place on: 

28 October 4 November 25 November 

2 December 23 December 6 January 

27 January 3 February 24 February 

3 March 24 March 7 April 
 

All these are Saturdays and set off from the Hartwell Club in Forest 

Road at 11.00 am.  After the walk, refreshments are provided at the 

Church. 

  

 

For more details, 

contact George 

Jones on 864100 
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It's Tuesday and Hal bumps in to Walter in the village...... 

 

Hello Walter.  I see you 
are using the car to go 
to the village shop these 

days. 

 

 Yes, I am Hal.  I can’t manage to 
walk all that way any more without 
somewhere to sit down which is a real 
shame as I miss the chats on the way 

and the exercise. 

 

 

 

 
 
Why don’t you ask the 
Parish Council if they 

will put in a seat 
somewhere along the 

way? 

 Do you think they would? 

   
Don’t know unless you 

ask them. 
 How would I do that? 

   
Contact Sarah Fuller, 

the Parish Clerk.  She’ll 
know what you need to 

do. 
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It's Thursday and Hal bumps in to Walter in the village again..... 

 

 

 

 

 Hal, I phoned Sarah and she said that 
if I send her a note about why I want 

a seat and maybe suggest where it 
could be located, she’ll get some quotes 
and get my request put on a Parish 

Council agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, that was easy, 
wasn’t it? 

 Yes it was.  No promises mind, but at 
least she says the Parish Council will 
consider the matter for me.  I can’t 
ask for more than that. 

 

No you can’t Walter.   
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Hartwell Homes and Gardens 

Produce Show  

Now in its 45th year, the annual show was held on Sunday 10 

September at the Community Centre.  Show committee member, 

Michael Hemmings commented that: "This year's show was again 

well supported with more first-time entrants than we have had in 

recent years..  It's a lovely village event run by a hard working team.  

The success relies on good co operation between the show 

committee, Community Centre and Pocket Park teams.  Many 

thanks to them all!" 

  

Michael Hemmings (right) 

presents the Bisdee Challenge 

Cup to David Huckle 

And Oliver Clews is awarded 

the Brian Hosking Memorial cup 
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William Lotz (aged 5½ years) wins first prize in the Vegetable 

Monster class 
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HARTWELL CLUB 

10 Forest Road, Hartwell, Northampton, NN7 2HE 

 

Hartwell Club would like to welcome new and existing members to 

its warm  friendly, family environment.  We are here for the 

community please come along and see what we have to offer. 

We hold regular entertainment events, Quiz nights on Mondays 

(fortnightly), and Bingo on Tuesdays opposite week to the quiz.  We 

have a games room with a skittle table, pool table and darts board.  

We hold a meat raffle every Friday evening and a general raffle on a 

Sunday afternoon.  You can catch up on all the sporting events on 

SKY and BT Sport.  We have free WIFI and you can follow us on our 

Facebook page @hartwellclub for up coming events. 
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Please also check out the notice boards for details of our Monthly 

Ales, promotions and events. 

The club now has a contactless card machine for your convenience. 

Our new opening hours are: 

Monday-Thursday   7.00-10.30 pm 

Fridays    5.00-11.30 pm 

Saturdays    2.00-11.30 pm 

Sundays    12.00-10.30 pm 
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Hartwell Allotment Poors Trust 

 

Hartwell is very proud to be able to provide just over 3 acres of land 

solely for the provision of rented allotments for the village residents.  

The land is divided between two sites, Folly Lane and Ashton Road 

and is  registered under a charitable trust; it is not council owned.  

Both allotment sites have access to running water are within easy 

walking distance to all.  A 'Summer Soiree' was organised for the 

first time this year and proved to be very successful.  It is hoped that 

it will become an annual event.  The allotment community are very 

friendly and we welcome all newcomers.  So if you are interested in 

cultivating an extra bit of ground and would like to try your hand at 

growing some fruit, vegetables or flowers, come along and join us. 

For further information please contact us. 

 

Secretary 

Brian Burrows 

07840 759495 

Chair 

Janet Fallows 

07831 520097 
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Hartwell Tuesday Circle 

Why not come along to see what we are all about.  We meet on the 

first and third Tuesdays in the month at 2 o'clock in the Community 

Centre in School Lane.  We have a varied programme and 2018 

looks to be an interesting year with many talks and activities already 

planned. 

In January we will learn about the role of Community First 

Responders. 

In February we will have a talk about The Great Fire of 

Northampton. 

In March there will be a light hearted view of court work entitled 

All Rise - Life at Court and Music and Memoirs from a 1950s 

Childhood. 

During April we are having a Music for All afternoon and our 

AGM and Beetledrive. 

In May we will hear about Amazing Medical and Nursing Women 

in WW1 and have an Afternoon Tea. 

We have to charge an entrance fee to cover the cost of hiring the hall 

and the speakers' fees.  We charge £2.50 for members together with a 

£10 annual fee and £4 for visiting non-members.  For this you will be 

entertained for two hours, given refreshments, a chance to win in 

the raffle and the company of some very pleasant people. 

What more could you want in your village?  As we are a group for 

older people, if you have difficulty getting to the hall then please 

ring me and something can no doubt be arranged. 

Looking forward to seeing you there in the new year. 

Claire Griffiths (862708)  
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Ashwood Acre – Hartwell Pocket Park 

Green Flag Community Award 2017/18 

Ten years ago a small group of people were photographed in an 

empty field next to the village cemetery.  This was the beginning of 

the pocket park project.  The photo was of some members of a then 

recently formed Pocket Park group.  Things look very different in 

2017.  Back in those days before austerity there were grants from 

County and District Councils and people who could come and give 

advice.  We learned a great deal and profited from the help on offer.  

A plan was made and planting began.  Sadly, almost all of that 

support has gone and it’s much harder to set up a pocket park these 

days.  But with the funding and help we received back then 

Ashwood Acre got off to a good start and has thrived.  The land on 

which the park stands is the property of Hartwell Parish Council 

and we greatly value the support the council has given ever since 

the project started.  There must have been thousands of visits to the 

park over the last ten years and we expect there will be thousands 

more in the future because it’s a very pleasant place to be as the 

seasons change.  If you are new to the village you may need to know 

that the park is next to the cemetery just down Rowley Wood Lane 

which runs alongside the Ashton Road allotments.  Look for the 

brown sign on the Ashton Road.  What might you see?  Well, there 

are many bird and bat boxes, a hedgehog nest, bug hotels and 

plenty of decaying wood left on purpose as a home for insects and 
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other invertebrates.  Though not in the park, owls nest and call 

nearby and probably hunt in the park because of the many small 

creatures who make their homes in the rough grass, leaf litter and 

hedgerows. 

Every other year since 2011 we have entered the park for the Green 

Flag Community Award.  Again in 2017 the park gained the award 

and received a good rating.  The judge was complimentary about 

the park but also gave us some useful thoughts to consider now that 

the park is maturing and perhaps in places a little crowded as the 

trees grow.  We did some coppicing (cut trees down almost to the 

ground) last winter.  We expect to do a lot more this winter after leaf 

fall, mainly behind the hedge in the bottom corner of the park.  So, if 

you need locally grown bean poles in 2018 we may have the answer! 

As well as the monthly tidying and maintenance sessions, there 

have been a couple special events.  The May plant sale, with a 

welcome return of Northampton Amphibians, Reptiles and Insects 

Association, attracted many people in search not only of plants but 

plenty of chat, cakes, WI produce, special ice cream and a chance to 

make the personal acquaintance of lizards, snakes and exotic insects. 

People came and stayed so that many were still there when the rain 

started to pour down. This event was an important fund raiser for 

park maintenance costs.  Thanks to all who came, donated plants 

and helped in any way.  The September Hay Rake attracted more 

people this year.  There was a lot to rake away and the hard work 

done by children and young people who came was especially 

valuable.  Not only did they work hard but they did so cheerfully.  

Their friendly and polite approach was a great example of the 

upcoming generation.  When the job was done it was time for hot 

dogs, cake and a little cider (for grown-ups).  

The park depends on support from many people.  Many thanks to 

Steve Melville, Hartwell resident and owner of Clearly Secure in 
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Bletchley, for designing, making, donating and installing our 

updated information boards.  Thanks to the organisers of the 

Hartwell Produce Show for a generous donation following the 

auction at the September Show.  And, of course, thanks to all 

volunteers and Friends of Ashwood Acre who help to keep the 

whole enterprise going.  We always need more help at the monthly 

tidying sessions.  One more in 2017 – Saturday November 18 at 2 

p.m.  Sessions resume on 24 February, 2018.  And finally, we have a 

vacancy on the park committee and we need new blood.  Could you 

be the person we need to bring new energy and ideas to the park?  

Give us a call! 

Our website is a good source of information about the park and can 

be found at www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com.  If you would 

like more information, to volunteer or become a Friend of Ashwood 

Acre please email ashwoodacre@btinternet.com or contact Derek 

Hawley on 01604 863169. 

  

http://www.hartwellpocketpark.weebly.com/
mailto:ashwoodacre@btinternet.com


67 

 

Hartwell Guides 

On reflection the summer term was lots of outdoor fun.  Several 

trips to our beautiful forest to build dens, play games and enjoy the 

freedom to run along the many paths. 

We shared a very enjoyable campfire with the Guides from 

Houghton, eating hot dogs, toasting marshmallows and singing 

campfire songs. 

 

The highlight at the end of term 

was our cook out where the 

Guides prepared dough and 

toppings to create there own pan 

pizza.  It was such a shame that, 

after so many dry Tuesdays, it 

poured with rain and we had to 

put up the gazebos to keep the 

pizza dry-ish. 

This term we have been very 

pleased to welcome several new 

Guides.  The girls have been 

making pencil cases out of old 

cloths of their own choosing.  All is going well.  A trip to the 

climbing centre is booked for after half term and then we start 

preparing for Christmas. 

We do have spaces for more Guides so if you would like to try it 

please give us a call. 

Megan (07892 887204) and Alison (07928 635106) 
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News from Roade Library 

Allan Davies, Librarian at Roade Library writes that: 

I’m very pleased to be able to report that this year’s Summer 

Reading Challenge was a huge success – The Animal Agents really 

cracked the case at Roade.  We had 25% more starters and nearly as 

many more finishers this year, the highest increase in the area and 

an exceptional result by any standards.  There was an increase in the 

number of children who attended our ten workshops as well, so 

heartfelt thanks to all our brilliant volunteers from the Friends of 

Roade Library, and a special thank you to Emily, our lovely SRC 

volunteer. 

This year, the trophy for the most finishers (31) has been retained by 

Roade Primary, but there will be a couple of special awards to 

Ashton for the highest percentage of finishers (71%) and Blisworth 

for somehow defying the laws of mathematics and achieving 125% - 

No, I don’t know how they did it either, but I’m very impressed! 

We really appreciate the continuing support of all the schools. 

 

New printing by email  

It’s taken us a while, but our new email printing system is now fully 

operational.  The system supports most common document and 

image formats (Word, Excel, Powerpoint, jpeg, png etc) and pdfs as 

well.  Just attach your document to an email and send it to one of the 

addresses below : 

publicprintbw@libraryplus.co.uk for black and white print  

or 

publicprintcolour@libraryplus.co.uk 

mailto:publicprintbw@libraryplus.co.uk
mailto:publicprintcolour@libraryplus.co.uk
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After a short pause you’ll receive an email in reply containing a code 

– simply pop into the library, enter your code and money into the 

printer and your print job is done!  You don’t have to be in the 

library to send the initial email and the codes stay in the system for 

several hours, so you can send your print job from home or even, if 

you’re out and about, from your smartphone.  It will work with 

Windows, Apple and Android devices.  There’s no additional 

charge for this service, you’ll just pay the printing costs – 20p per 

page b+w, 50p for colour (A4). 

 

Booking for Rhymetime 

Rhymetimes have been getting busy at the library.  In fairness to 

everyone and to ensure we can deliver safe, high quality sessions, 

we’ve started a booking system. 

You can book a week ahead using the sign-up form at the sessions, 

email roadelib@firstforwellbeing.co.uk or book online at 

roadelib.eventbrite.co.uk .  If you’re not able to make a previously 

booked session we’d really appreciate it if you can let us know, so 

we can assign the place to someone else.  We understand that things 

can change very quickly with toddlers! 

 

The Mobile Library will be calling in Hartwell on Wednesdays 13 

December 2017, 10 January, 14 February and 14 March 2018 between 

4.45 and 5.10 pm.  It parks up on the road outside 11 Blacksmiths 

Way. 

  

mailto:roadelib@firstforwellbeing.co.uk
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Roade Local History Society 
 

We have had some excellent events during the last six months: 

 

26 April - Victorian Gardens - ingenuity and hard work 

This was a very successful event shared with Roade Gardening 

Club.  Christine Stones is an excellent speaker and her lively and 

informative talk was much appreciated by a large audience. 

 

24 May - A History of Leather and the National Leather Collection  

The speaker, Philip Warner, is Curator of the Collection and is 

developing a museum and leather craft centre in the Grosvenor 

Centre.  If you are interested in helping, please email: 

philip.warner@nationalleathercollection.org.  His talk was 

inspirational, with illustrations we could all relate to, and we look 

forward to visiting the museum when it opens. 

 

10 June - Visit to Delapré Abbey and walk around the grounds 

We enjoyed a very interesting private tour of Delapré Abbey. The 

main reception rooms have been splendidly restored and there is 

much fascinating information about people and events.  Visitors are 

encouraged to handle items, sit on chairs and generally get a feel of 

what it would have been like to live in the house - highly 

recommended.  The delightful sunny walk was much enjoyed too. 

 

mailto:philip.warner@nationalleathercollection.org
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1 July - Visit to the Church of St Neophytos, Duston 

The former St Crispin’s Hospital Chapel is now a Greek Orthodox 

church and our guide was Mario Toouli.  As well as learning about 

the Greek Orthodox religion the group saw many beautiful icons 

and some fantastic murals which were done by Northampton artists 

Henry Bird and GHB Holland in 1953 and were based on studies of 

various well-known local residents and members of hospital staff . 
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22 July - Exhibition at 1st Roade Scout Group Family Fun Day 

In spite of the changeable weather the exhibition was well attended 

and people greatly enjoyed seeing the Now and Then photographs.  

Some former residents had travelled long distances to see it. 

Many thanks to Ron Johnson and family and everyone concerned. 

 

  

Andy and Ron Johnson Lucy and Sam of Roade Post Office 

27 September - The fall and rise of the country houses of 

Northamptonshire since 1880  

Neil Lyon’s very accomplished and entertaining talk outlined the 

many difficulties faced by landed families since the start of the 

agricultural depression.  Houses have been lost and estates have 

been broken up but a surprising number survived and prospered. 

 

Forthcoming events - all welcome: 

Unless otherwise indicated, all events take place at 7.30 pm at St. 

Mary’s Church Hall, where refreshments are available.  Admission 

charges £2 for members (annual subscription £5), £3 for adult 
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non-members, 50p for children (up to 16 years of age) of non-

members.  Members’ children up to 16 are admitted free. 

 

22 November - ERNIE (His word is his Bond) - The story of the 

first Premium Bond machine - Phil Hayes 

 

13 December - An Evening of Christmas Cheer with archive 

displays, presentations by members, refreshments and carol 

singing with Roade Community Choir 

 

20 January - Members’ New Year Lunch at Roade Bowls Club 

 

28 February - Escape from Roaditz - John Dickie 

 

28 March - Get ‘em down - your memoirs that is - Kate Wills 

 

We would welcome more members from Hartwell. 

For more information about the Society and its projects please  

visit our website:  www.roadehistorysociety.org.uk  

email:  secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk 

tel:  01604 864498 or 01604 862735 

  

mailto:secretary@roadehistorysociety.org.uk
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Roade Community Orchestra 

 
will be holding their Annual Christmas Concert 

on Tuesday 5th December 2017 
at Roade Primary School, Hartwell Road, Roade. 

 

This year they have a really exciting collection of tunes and will 
be joined by guest artists including the very enthusiastic Roade 

Primary School choir. 

Tickets will be available on the door but, to make sure of a seat, 
please arrive no later than 6.45 p.m. 

Tickets £3 for adult, £1 for child. Raffle 

Please do come and join us and enjoy a festive evening of live 
music. 

Programme will include Singing in the Rain, The Pink Panther, 
Christmas eve/Sarajevo 12/24, Norwegian dances, Holy night, 

As long as I have music and much more 

New members always welcome 

 

Registered Charity No. 1099130 
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News from Salcey Forest 

 

Our Ranger, Brian Pollard, writes: 

Salcey Summer Wildlife 

It was been a fantastic summer for wildlife here at Salcey.  Many 

species of butterfly have been seen, including Purple Emperors (one 

was seen on the café menu board!), and the nationally rare Wood 

White seems to be thriving here.  There were also many moth 

species, including the spectacular Poplar Hawk Moth, and the skies 

over the car park were filled with dragonflies some days.  They 

weren’t always easy to spot but there were plenty of common 

lizards basking in the sun in open areas. 

Play huts and Gruffalo Spotters Trail 

Volunteers kindly gave their time to give the plays huts a clean and 

paint to make them lovely again.  Having made the huts look as 

though they were new, they also helped to create habitat areas for 

fungi and insects.  We have just said goodbye to the Gruffalo 

Spotters Trail, which was a firm favourite with so many children 

who, thanks to the app, were able to have their photos taken with all 

the different characters! 
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Autumn Colours 

As autumn is well under way, a visit to Salcey will be a great chance 

to see the beautiful changes of colour in the leaves as the weeks go 

by.  As well as the popular Elephant Walk, there is also the Church 

Path Walk which goes through some beautiful areas of different 

species of trees. 

Volunteers 

Hopefully there will be a new face around the Forest, as we have 

advertised for the volunteer position of “Shadow Ranger”, who will 

shadow some of the staff.  This will give the volunteer more 

experience and improve their skills, hopefully to help them gain 

paid employment.  We also hope to be setting up a volunteer group 

on site in the near future and will put up details around the site 

when this happens. 

Fire and Air 

We have had to bid farewell to Fire and Air (our learning partner) 

who are moving to a different part of the country.  Fire and Air 

delivered outdoor educational activities to children and adults in 

Salcey Forest, teaching them about timber, people and nature.  We 

were sad to lose their support and wish them every success in their 

new location. 
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Do you have a small business 

or other enterprise that could do 

with a bit more publicity? 

 

An advertisement to fill this 

quarter-page could be yours for 

just £15.00 
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